TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

August 23rd, 2004

Present: Acting Chairman John Davis, Anita Staton, Charles Hudson, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Chairman David Heath, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, Duncan Daughtry and Pete Pedersen.

Public in Attendance: Gary Mercer, Keith Walker, Dennis Lewis, Kelley Caldwell, 
Acting Chairman John Davis stated that Chairman David Heath would not be attending the meeting and asked him to fill in as acting Chairman. He called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. and stated that there was a quorum. 

Acting Chairman John Davis asked for the minutes for the meeting of July 2004 not be approved at this time. 

OLD BUSINESS

Acting Chairman John Davis asked Mr. Chambers if there was any old business, and Mr. Chambers advised that Mr. Keith Walker representative of the ECCD has returned to request an approval of the proposed Development of Castle Glen.    

Mr. Chambers stated that the application was bought to the Board in May 2004 and there were different members of the board at that time that voted. The Planning Board reviewed it, denied it and recommended to the Town Council set a public hearing. The public hearing was duly advertised and at the time of the public hearing Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor called and said there was a technical matter, being East Carolina Community Development was acting on the behalf of Gary Mercer property and the Town did not have a letter of consent and the public hearing was cancelled.  Mr. Chambers was advised to have ECCD resubmit their application to the Planning Board. There’s a letter in your package from Gary Mercer to ECCD, giving them authorization to speak on his behalf.

Mr. Dennis Lewis asked Mr. Chambers if the Public Hearing was held in June?  Mr. Chambers stated that it was not held that also said the Town Clerk, Penny Weiss has a list of constituent’s name and address who were at the Public hearing and asked to be informed by letter from the Town when it came back to the Town Board for another public hearing.  They are back to the Planning Board to start the process over. 

Acting Chairman John Davis asked Mr. Chambers, if he had an original?  Mr. Chambers said what they are asking for is an amendment to the original PUD that had land set aside for commercial development and mini storage warehousing.  

Mr. Chambers said that they are asking for an amendment to the PUD to permit multi-family and some recreation in the place of the neighborhood commercial development and mini storage warehousing. Acting Chairman John Davis said that Chairman David Heath’s question in a previous meeting, “how this affects the density?”  Mr. Chambers stated that the density was in good shape.  

Anita Staton requested an overview of the previous meeting when it was denied.  Acting Chairman John Davis read the Planning Board minutes of the April 26th, 2004 meeting when it was denied.  Mr. Chambers stated that the application is now back before the Planning Board for the seconded time and needs Board consideration and recommendation to the Town Council for the same request.  

Gary Mercer commented that he owned this land and has tried many avenues to get a business on this property. I had a convenience store and it was approved originally, but at a special hearing it was turned down because of two (2) homeowners on the need for lights. We were given a permit for the store with the lights, but for no gas pumps. No one is going to put a million dollar operation in the area without gas.  So the best use for the property would be apartments, traffic is not a problem and is probably less than 50 to 55 percent of the density. If the Board doesn’t like this then you tell me what to do with this property.  Mr. Mercer stated that he was not going to let this property set for another 5 years, because I will just keep bringing proposals back here until someone finally approves it. I put off putting my mini storages in there because it was more attractive to use as a larger track as apartments.  I was going to use it as an additional phase of courtyard west, but I agreed to sell it to them and I like their concept. Mr. Mercer stated that he was a landlord and a taxpayer and I have had every one of these disagreements at every phase, down the line from day one.  “Everybody argues traffic through my neighborhood, everyone speeds through my neighborhood, not in my backyard, etc. and I have heard the same remarks for the past 30 years and they never change.  

Mr. Mercer said resales are extremely high in this neighborhood, if someone wants to leave because they are dissatisfied, put it on the market, someone will buy it in a month, because there is a big demand. Keith Walker and myself have gone on record to use 15 acres behind it for recreation and Town is trying to get grant money and if there is a problem of any kind we will fix it. 

Acting Chairman John Davis asked, If there is any restriction on who was going to occupy these apartments.  Mr. Walker said 80% of medium income people, being nurses, police officers, etc. and there is a definite need for it.  Acting Chairman John Davis asked, what are the average rents?  Mr. Walker said around $500 per unit.  

Acting Chairman John Davis asked if there was any further discussion or questions on this matter.  Anita Staton asked if there was going to be a public hearing so the people could have chance to voice there opinion?  Mr. Chambers stated that when this Planning Board has made their decision, then it goes to the Town Council to set a public hearing for the people to come and speak on how they feel about it and the Clerk has the names of the ones that wanted to be notified of this public hearing. Anita Staton also asked, how would a traffic study be done on this area? Mr. Chambers stated that the Town of Newport would do the traffic study and it would be expensive.  Acting Chairman John Davis wanted to point out that the plans that were provided to us, the primary outlet for the parking between the buildings is now let out on Chatham Street. Mr. Walker made a remark that being a fire protection problem to get people in and out of there. 

Anita Staton moved to table the voting from the Planning Board on the proposed development and requested a public hearing for the people to speak.  Mr. Chambers stated that the Town Council shall have a public hearing on this matter and set a date if the Planning Board denies or approves the proposed request Castle Glenn. Acting Chairman John Davis also stated that he doubted they would not have the public hearing.  Mr. Chambers informed Anita Staton that if the Town Council was to consider this approval they have to have a public hearing and set the date and if the Town Council refuses to set a date for a public hearing the issue is dead.  Anita Staton stated that she miss understood before she wishes to withdraw her motion above.

Acting Chairman John Davis asked if there was a motion at this time.

Charles Hudson moved to deny the application to modify the Plan Unit Development (PUD), seconded by Anita Staton, vote: unanimous, 3-0. 

Acting Chairman John Davis thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and moved to adjourn at 5:46 p.m.
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