TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

November 22nd, 2004
Present: Chairman David Heath, Mickey Simmons, John Davis, Charles Hudson, and Pete Pedersen, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry. Anita Staton, Manly Smith.

Public in Attendance: Dale Holland, Keith Walker, Dennis Lewis, and Maureen Meehan.  
Chairman David Heath called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. and stated there was a quorum and stated that the Mayor Derryl Garner wanted to address the Board. 

Mayor Garner said he was concerned about the amount of property that was zoned R-6 and not suggesting that the Town shouldn’t have any of the R-6 property, but would like very much for the Planning Board to take a look at the newest property that is being developed on Howard Blvd., the former Charles Masters property that is R-6. The houses being built there now look to be only 20 feet apart and are not sufficient for accommodating the parking. Those three being built are going to be coming out on Howard Blvd., and will not be sufficient to accommodate the turning radius, which means the residents will be parking perpendicular to Howard Blvd., and back out also.  My main concern is to ask this Board to take a look at this piece a property, the way it is being developed and consider some of the property we have that are zoned R-6 also.  My comment is that developers come into this area and their priority is to make a profit, we realize that and if we are zoned to accommodate them as we are, they will take full advantage of that and rightly so, then the Town of Newport will have to deal with the problems hereafter.  So please look at the property on Howard Blvd., and review the property that is zoned R-6 now and see if some of R-6 property needs to be changed.  Mayor Derryl Garner thanked the Planning Board for their time. 

Chairman David Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of October 25th, 2004. There were no changes or discussion. Pete Pedersen moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman David Heath asked Mr. Chambers to start with the new business, and Mr. Chambers advised the Planning Board Members this was a sketch Plan review for the property that was originally the Castle Glen, a 32 Unit Apartment Complex had been denied, and now they are asking for a sketch plan approval of a Senior Citizens Development and will be same as Kings Mill.  They are 4-plex single story houses with 1 and 2 bedroom apartments and have to qualify the same way, as Kings Mill and residents are over 55 years of age.  Mr. Chambers said that the people that were objecting to the Castle Glenn Complex stated that they would not have any objection to a Senior Citizen project.  Mr. Chambers advised the Planning Board members that the map presented tonight was a sketch plan review and no vote was needed. This was to just get an okay for them to go forward with a detailed set of plans as a preliminary site review for when they come to address the Board.  

John Davis asked Mr. Chambers about a turning lane on Chatham Street, because the amount of traffic that it will have.  Mr. Chambers stated he was not aware of a problem with the traffic in that area and will look into it. 

Chairman David Heath read Section 16-7 Changes in Approved Final Site Plan of the Zoning Ordinance, - Changes in approved Final Site Plans maybe permitted by the Planning Board on application by the original applicant or successors in interest, but only on a finding that such changes are in accordance with all current regulations. Chairman Heath asked the Board their opinion on this. Planning Board members all agreed that there would be no problem.  Chairman Heath stated that this indicates that the Board is in favor of the Senior Housing Unit.

Mr. Chambers stated that the seconded item, Ray Murdoch has been cancelled on the property on Thompson Street and Holland Terrace. 

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman David Heath introduced Mr. Holland and turned the floor over to him at this time. Mr. Holland reminded the Planning Board to review this and if there were any questions lets discuss them now. Mr. Holland said the changes in Phase I had already been changed, to basically reorganize it and make it consistent with some comments that had been received with other plans that had been done and submitted to the Division of Coastal Management.  There was one item added in the Phase I reorganization, which is pages 48 through the middle of page 51- the Environment Composite Map.  This map is very similar to the Land Suitability Map, and summarizes the lands that are beneficial and non-beneficial and divides them in to class 1,2, and 3, with class 3 being the least desirable and within the Town of Newport planning jurisdiction there are 2590 acres of class 1 land, 5108 acres of class 2 land and 11,055 acres of class 3 land. There is further and more discussion on the changes and interests.  Mr. Holland stated that the colors on the Environmental Composite map are reversed and apologized to the Board for that error.  John Davis stated that Mr. Holland was providing the Board with a tremendous amount of information.  

Mr. Holland added on page 73, additional information on the Well-head Protection areas, and the Well-head Overlay Zoning District on map 24, (92).  Chairman Health asked if they have implemented any restrictions? Mr. Chambers stated no.  Mr. Holland added to keep in mind when the Planning Board gets in the policy and implementing actions that is some issues that are there and need discussion. 

Mr. Holland said in the Storm Water Management, there was a brief addition on a discussion on page 81, the Storm Water Management permit application under the next phase of the NPDES Program and do not know when that will be implemented in Newport, but might know when we get to the end of this, but it is acknowledge, that Newport is going to have to take some action. 

Mr. Chambers stated he would strongly recommend to the Board to make an amendment to our Zoning Ordinance to require Newport to start any future development be developed in accordance with Phase II Storm Water rules since we will be in the program eventually.  Mr. Heath asked, what is the impact?  Mr. Chambers said the impact would be more cost to the developer, which will make him put in detention ponds to capture and clean his storm water runoff. Mr. John Dave asked why would we want to do that? Mr. Chambers replied; one is political. We want to enlarge our Wastewater Treatment Plant and can show the environmental agencies that are concerned with surface water, that we are aggressively complying with the rules. We would look better politically.  Mr. Holland added that Mr. Chambers is correct, because those communities that are self-started and initiate action to go ahead and move ahead with Phase II, you will get more favorable treatment.  Plus we will know earlier on for infrastructure for employees and equipment and ways to pay for it.

Mr. Heath stated, we are looking to avoid some cost impact for the Town and does this not also prevent problems that the Town has to now correct. Mr. Chambers stated yes, because there are no rules to go by. Mr. Chambers said he was meeting with the Coastal Federation Director Wednesday at 11:00 am and he also intends to get an appointment with the shellfish people, Clay Dulaney and himself want to find out what their concerns are and start trying to fix them. 

Mr. Holland said the timetable would be plus or minus 5 years from now.  Mr. Holland stated, pages 108-115 is new material on future demands, which he will be sending additional information on future land use section at the January 2005 meeting.

Chairman David Heath asked if there was any other business at this time, thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and adjourned at 6:03 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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