TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

October 25th, 2004

Present: Chairman David Heath, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, John Davis, Charles Hudson, and Pete Pedersen, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry. Anita Staton.

Public in Attendance: Jay Conner, Ronald Cullipher, Ken Davis, Dale Holland, Keith Walker, Tim Heaney, Kelley Caldwell. 
Chairman David Heath called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and stated there was a quorum. 

Chairman David Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of September 27th, 2004. There were no changes or discussion. Mickey Simmons moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Charles Hudson and John Davis. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman David Heath asked Mr. Chambers to start with the new business, and Mr. Chambers advised the Planning Board Members that Mr. Jay Conner owner of the Coves at Newport property has presented a Preliminary Plat Approval sketch and wants to talk briefly on the area. Mr. Jay Conner advised the location being behind the Food Lion and beside the Dollar General with an entrance off of the Nine Foot Road and another entrance of the Highway 70 East bound side.  The Coves at Newport consist of 20.74 acres, 41 buildings, 82 Units; all duplexes with 2 and 3 bedrooms, a boat storage area of 10,000 square feet, wetlands area of 1.27 acres and wetlands to be filled in 0.58 acres.  There were concerns and questions on water/sewer density, fencing, mailboxes or cluster mailboxes, trash pick up, lighting in the area, ditch drainage, road radius on the cull-a-sacs for emergency vehicles, entrance signs and parking per unit in each cove.  Mr. Conner and Mr. Cullipher thanked the Planning Board for their time and stated at the next Planning Board meeting in November, they would have the answers to their questions, concerns and a Preliminary Plat for approval. 

Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Jerry Hyatt.  Mr. Hyatt informed the Planning Board that The Tree Awareness Group was formed in the summer of this year 2004 to educate the public about the economic benefits of the trees, the need to protect them and included an attached sheet that tells more of the Carteret County Tree Awareness Group (CC-TAG).  Mr. Hyatt requested the Planning Board include a policy statement that would provide for the protection of existing trees and for the encouragement of the planting of new trees. Mr. Hyatt also added that trees increase property values, help manage storm run off, serve as a buffer to noise and wind, protects properties from erosion and adds aesthetic value to the community.  The Town of Newport and its ETJ is enhanced aesthetically and economically by it’s trees and we urge you to include their protection in the Land Use Plan currently under revision.  He also thanked the Planning Board for their time and asked them to take this in consideration.

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman David Heath asked Mr. Chambers to introduce Mr. Holland and turn the floor over to him at this time. Mr. Holland passed out the draft copies of the fiscal year 2003/2004-2004/2005 Town of Newport, NC Core CAMA Land Use Plan, went over changes and uses.  Mr. Holland stated that he sent out approximately 356 absentee property owners in the Town of Newport and its ETJ, and had approximately 85% returned. He also said that he would get them tabulated and get that information back to the board at the November meeting.  Mr. Holland asked the Planning Board to review this and if there were any questions call or let him know when we meet next.  Chairman David Heath asked if anyone had anything else to ask Mr. Holland?   

Chairman David Heath recommended that there be no meeting of the Planning Board in December 2004 due to the holiday, unless there is an emergency.

Chairman David Heath asked if there was any other business at this time, thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and adjourned at 6:03 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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