TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

September 27th, 2004

Present: Chairman David Heath, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, John Davis, Anita Staton, Charles Hudson, and Pete Pedersen, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry.

Public in Attendance: Danny Roberts, J. E. Waddell, Dale Holland, Maureen Meehan, Kelley Caldwell, 
Chairman David Heath called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.  

Chairman David Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of July 26th, 2004 and August 23rd, 2004. No changes or discussion. Charles Hudson moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman David Heath asked Mr. Chambers to start with the new business, and Mr. Chambers advised the Planning Board Members that Mr. J.E. Waddell and wife Linda W. Waddell owners and W. D. Roberts Jr., surveyor has requested consideration of the Preliminary Plat of Waddell Subdivision. This proposed subdivision lies within the ETJ of the Town of Newport and connects to S.R. 1133 (Newport Loop). The subdivision will consist of 5 lots for the use of single-family dwellings. The lots will have access to a paved public street constructed to NCDOT standards. The lots will have individual wells and septic tanks as required by the Carteret County Environmental Health Department, and the lots, street and information concerning the proposed subdivision are shown on the preliminary Plat. Mr. Chambers wanted to note that lot # 3 was not suitable for a septic tank and lot # 5 is in a flood plain. 

Mr. Chambers said that he had reviewed all the setbacks and that there was a requirement for subdivisions to have either land set aside or a fee in lieu of the land for recreation based on a formula in the Subdivision Regulations and had not had a chance to confirm the tax value of the undeveloped property. Mr. Chambers said the amount of the land being .097 acres was not big enough to do anything practical and would recommend the Town Council accept a fee in lieu of the land for recreation.    Which is a one-time payment. Mr. Chambers stated he needed from Mr. Waddell, between now and final approval a tax notice from the Carteret County Tax Office showing the substantiated value of this undeveloped land.  Chairman David Heath asked if there were any questions from the Board and if not was there a motion? 

Charles Hudson moved to grant the preliminary approval with the stipulation set fourth by Bob Chambers on lot 3 being not suitable in the final plat for septic tank and to recommend to Town Council, a fee in lieu of land set aside for recreation, seconded by John Davis. Vote: yes, motion carried. 

Chairman David Heath advised the Board had received some items for review that were forwarded to us by Mr. Dale Holland and so turn the floor over to him at this time. Mr. Dale Holland recognized Maureen Meehan, CAMA, and Division of Coastal Management District Planner of the Morehead City Office. Mr. Holland said he had submitted Phase I to the State and had no comments at this time, which is not unusual.  We advertised this meeting as a public information meeting not a public hearing, just so anyone with the public that was interested could come to this meeting and hear what was about to take place in the second year of this effort, it was advertised twice on August 22nd, and September 15th, 2004 and has told Ms. Meehan that we have not had a lot of public participation through this process other than our original issues identification meetings. 

Mr. Holland said the only thing the Planning Board needs to do in agreement tonight is to adopt the Citizens Participation Plan for the 2nd year, which is a continuation of the 1st years efforts.  Mr. Holland passed out a revised copy of the Citizens Participation Plan and there are 2 major revisions. In May 2005, have a final draft form to submit to the State for review and comment. Mr. Holland stated that he would not want to take the plan to a public hearing or ask this Planning Board for final approval on the Plan, until we have received the State’s comments back on the draft. We hope to have the draft finalized and back to the Planning Board in April, so we can give it to the State in May and get approval from this board and move to the Town Council to set a public hearing.

Mr. Holland also added, that the draft needs to be suitable for adoption by the end of May 2005, because Newport’s contract with the State ends on June 30th, and it’s important to have the draft as reasonably close to finished by the end of May, so we can process the close out paper work to the Coastal Management staff by the fiscal year end, which will insure the Town get the grant monies.

Mr. Holland explained the process on Phase II is no different than Phase I and we will be preparing the draft section and submitting with the Planning Board, as they are ready.   Phase II is goals, policies and implementing strategies and how it is going to be implemented and what impact those implemented actions will have on the Town of Newport.  Mr. Holland asked if anyone had questions?  Mr. Holland said when this is finished; there will be one document with both completed Phase I and Phase II. 

Chairman David Heath asked Ms. Meehan, if she wanted to add anything to this.  She said she was looking forward to working with this Planning Board for the next year and Mr. Holland has done a good job of explaining this.  Bob Chambers commented that Phase I went very well with no controversy and he was looking forward to continuing in this mode of operation.  Chairman David Heath said he was looking at this from a County level too and this is a much better process than before. 

Mickey Simmons moved to approve the Citizens Participation Plan, Phase II, seconded by John Davis. Chairman David asked for further discussion? There was none, Vote: yes, all in favor.  

Mr. Holland passed out a questionnaire that will be sent to approximately 356 absentee property owners in the Town of Newport and the ETJ.  These are property owners that have property in town and in the ETJ, but do not live here. (Questionnaire attached) 

Mr.; Holland asked the Town to pay 25% or all of the postage with a return envelope and the owner will pay the postage for returning the questionnaire. 

Chairman David Heath said based on the level of input to date, he felt that the Town did not need to pay for the postage.  Mr. Chambers asked how are those chosen for the questionnaires. Mr. Holland said that we make sure we have a distribution of the names with in the jurisdiction and do the math to get to every ¼, 1/3 or every 1/6.  Mr. John Davis asked if this was in the contract.  Mr. Holland said they would do the letters, preparing the mailing and the labels. The Town will do the postage. Mr. Charles Hudson agreed with Mr. John Davis to eliminate those that looks at the governmental entity to get a good pool as we can. Mr. Holland said they will have 15 days to respond and will be returned to the Town. Once all are collected, we will get them tabulated and will have sections on the plan of phase II for the October meeting.

Chairman David Heath asked if there was any other business at this time, thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. Charles Hudson moved to adjourn at 5:27 p.m., seconded by John Davis. Vote: unanimous, yes.
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