TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

April 25th, 2005

Present: Chairman David Heath, Pete Pedersen, Manly Smith, John Davis, Charles Hudson, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Anita Staton, Duncan Daughtry, and Mickey Simmons

Public in Attendance: Dale Holland, Maureen Will, and Kelley Caldwell. 
Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of March 28th, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Charles Hudson moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Manly Smith. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Heath stated there was no new business.

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman Heath introduced Mr. Dale Holland with the Land Use Plan.  Mr. Holland stated at the last meeting we finished pages through 134 and starting with page 135 tonight. Mr. Holland asked the Board to turn to page 135 and start with the Transportation, Management Goal, Planning Objective, Land Use Plan Requirements, Policies, and Implementing Actions through page 136. 

Mr. Dale Holland pointed out to the Board on page 136, I.42, the seventh bullet, where we have talked about the Replace Bridge No. 22 Branch Newport River, the Scheduled Fiscal Year 2006 needs changing to 2006-2007.  Chairman Health also questioned what bridges were they talking about Bridge No.22 and Bridge No. 26. Mr. Dale Holland apologized for not knowing the difference and remarked that one bridge was on Old Highway 70 and one bridge was on New Highway 70.  Mr. Holland stated that he would define the locations. 

Chairman Heath asked to delete I.42, third bullet, Removal of traffic islands and installing turn lanes at intersection of Nine Foot Road/ Howard Boulevard with US 70 Bypass, all was in favor.  

Mr. Davis asked, where did these lists come from? Mr. Holland stated that the list came from the existing Land Use Plan. Mr. Davis asked where P.47 is on page 137 come from. Mr. Holland stated out of your existing plan. He explained what a floating structure meant, it is not a self-perpaled structured, boat, or vessel, for example, if someone drags a structure up the Newport River, ties it up and lives on it. Mr. Holland said he would get a better definition.

Page 138 through 141 - Water Quality.   Mr. Davis asked if this includes the Wellhead Protection? Mr. Holland said, he would make sure that language would be clear on the Wellheads. 

Page 139, P.54. Chairman Heath asked what impact is this on the Town to have the White Oak Basinwide Management Plan. Mr. Holland stated the setback requirement does support the shoreline areas and wetland areas along the Newport River.  

Page 141, – Chairman Heath asked, to delete I.60, There was discussion on this and all was in favor. 

Page 141, I-65 – Chairman Heath, asked to delete the first bullet, all was in favor.

Page 142, I-67- Chairman asked if there was any effort underway to address this in the Town. Mr. Chambers stated that the Town had little effort, but not at this time.  Mr. Holland asked if he could interject, this policy is primary in here for when you do decide to do this, and you will need a policy statement supporting this for the funding from Archives and History. 

Page 146 - I.78 and I.79 Chairman Heath, asked to delete these, all was in favor. 

Mr. Dale Holland said on page 147 it has the schedule summary that we have just gone through, and the future land use map, which extend over to page 152. Mr. Holland mentioned to the Board at the last meeting that he highlighted the areas of low suitability based on the Land Suitability Analysis Map. Some of those areas of low suitability are shown as low Density Residential. He said that does not mean there is a conflict, but an indication that there really needs be infrastructure water and sewer into those areas before development continues on. Mr. Holland asked the Board if they wanted him to leave this indication of the overlay of areas of low suitability.   The Board asked Mr. Holland to leave this in the Plan.

Chairman Heath asked Mr. Holland to go over low suitability and how it arrived.  Mr. Holland stated that there is lack of natural soil capability to deal with septic tanks in areas where there is no central sewer. There are areas that don’t have road access, may have poor water quality with no water lines and there is low suitability on the west side of town with some limited subdivision development. He added that most of these areas that are shown with low density residential for future usage are the areas that the overlay shows low suitability.  When the Board uses this plan when considering developing or rezoning, it puts a red flag on a piece of property.  

Mr. Holland stated that he will make all the revisions and send a completely revised plan for our last meeting in May 2005 and then send it to Maureen Will to send it to the State. 

Mr. Chambers asked Mrs. Will if CAMA feels good so far with this Plan.  Mrs. Will stated she has not completely read through this document all the way, but there was one thing that she was looking for, but not found it yet, and that was being a rural community and has not come across it yet. 

Mr. Davis asked if anyone had a definition on R-6, page 149. Mr. Chambers stated that is going to be changed. Mr. Davis asked isn’t this the place for that change? Mr. Holland stated that in the policies statement section about revising zoning and subdivision.  Chairman Heath stated that the Board wants to make a statement to move away from high-density single family residential. 

Mr. Holland stated that page 155 on the schools and suggested to the Planning Board to contact Institute of Government and purchase copies of the Planning Board Legislation by Owens, for each member with updates. Mr. Holland stated that NC Chapel Hill every year has a 101 course.

Mr. Holland also added that he would send the document with the revised text in its entirety and in bold face print in the text is where the Board made changes and the May meeting will be the final meeting of the Land Use Plan. Chairman Heath thanked Mr. Holland for being here.

Chairman David Heath asked if there was no other business at this time, and adjourned at 6:04 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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