TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

August 22nd, 2005

Present: Chairman David Heath, Pete Pedersen, Anita Staton, Charles Hudson, Manly Smith, John Davis, Mickey Simmons, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry

Public in Attendance: Mayor Derryl Garner, Kelley Caldwell, Dale Britt, Bob Benedict 

Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of July 25th, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Manly Smith moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Heath stated that the first order of business is Allen Mann Subdivision on Thompson Drive. Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Mann had been talking to him in the last few months about doing something with his property on Thompson Drive. Mr. Chambers then presented and explained a map of the sketch plan review, of the property which lies between Thompson Drive and the Railroad.  Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Mann had received a letter of the Zoning changes from R-6 to R-10. Mickey Simmons stated that this is an R-6. Mr. Chambers confirmed that it is.  

Mr. Chambers reminded the Board that at the meeting of July 25th, 2005, they had considered changing the R-6 zoning to R-10 and that it was sent to the Town Council and a public hearing date was set for September 6th at 7:45 p.m. He further advised that Kelley Caldwell and he had sent letters (400) to all residents adjacent to the property rezoned R-6 advising them of the change to R-10.  

Chairman Heath stated that the Board has gone on record recommending that we have no additional developments with lots falling under 10,000 square feet within the city limits by basically changing all the R- 6 to R-10. Chairman Heath’s recommended that the request be rejected, because the Board doesn’t want to send this back with a recommendation that is contrary to the request that has been sent to the Town Council for action. Chairman Heath recommended that Mr. Mann redesign this proposed subdivision from R-6 to R-10 and resubmit it to the Board. All members were in agreement. 

Mickey Simmons posed the question as to what would happen if Town Council decides that R-6 is to remain unchanged. Mr. Chambers stated that should that happen, Mr. Mann’s application would become more valid and he can come back before the Planning Board with the Preliminary Plans.  Chairman Heath stated that under present guidelines, the application doesn’t meet the recommendation that has been submitted to the Town Council and it would not be consider at this time. 

Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Dale Britt, Developer of South Park Subdivision and informed the Planning Board that he has submitted an application for a rezoning of a portion of the land he purchased. Mr. Chambers passed out maps of South Park Subdivision for Board to follow. The parcel of land in question is zoned residential office and should you desire to build a house in an RO Zone it requires a 15,000 square foot lot size. Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Britt chose to build an R-10 Subdivision in an R-6 Zone. Mr. Chambers said that Mr. Britt is asking for an R-8 consideration for future lots 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 46, to match the remaining subdivision.  Chairman Heath cited White Sands Subdivision as an example and the issues of the principal R-8 zones being the largest area. He stated that our experience with the R-8 is that it is too small for a Single Family Dwelling and we have not done any rezoning to R-8 in recent history.  Chairman Heath recognized Mr. Britt.  Mr. Britt explained that this track of land is attached with a 60 foot right-of-way toward Howard Blvd. and we worked out a trade with the Town where the Boy Scout hut was, so the entrance of South Park Lane would be off Howard Blvd. Now that the Boy Scout Hut has been moved, he developed South Park which was zoned R-6 as R-10 except for this RO area of 1.41 acre including Right-of-way.  Mr. Britt stated that he heard the R-6 was going to be changed to R-10.  Mr. Britt said he would appreciate the consideration of the Board regarding this request, because he didn’t know at the time the R-6 was going to go away and he would not be able to do it, and when the whole community was laid out we had to do the crossing for the water and sewer hook ups. So he had to put a plan in place for this property before we could get it zoned.  He also added that the reason it was so late asking for the rezoning was because of getting the final trade from the Town of Newport property for the Boy Scout Property. Mayor Garner, who was present as an observer, stated that Town’s Attorney had been ill and Mr. Britt has given a very accurate assessment of the situation. 
Chairman Heath stated he wanted to recognize that Mr. Britt voluntarily upsized these lots much larger than he would have to under the R-6 zone and also has made an effort to improve the appearance of the Subdivision and is an inspiration.  Mr. Chambers stated that one other consideration he wants to bring to the Board is that South Park Blvd. originally was going to end at the South Tree Court, but Mr. Britt extended it to Westfield Road at his expense. Chairman Heath asked Mr. Britt if he was considering taken part of the two lots to enlarge the other three lots on either side. Mr. Britt replied that by doing Commercial on the road you need that square footage and there is not enough left.  Mickey Simmons stated that Mr. Britt voluntarily changed his development from R-6 to R-10 and he is to be commended for the upgrade of the lots, and all that should be taken in consideration. 

John Davis asked if there were any druthers from the Town Council as to whether the R-8 is valid or acceptable.  Mayor Garner stated to Mr. Davis that the assessment Mr. Britt gave to the Planning Board is absolutely accurate. But one of the hold ups was the Town Attorney was out of his office due to a mild stroke he had which delayed the land swap.   Mayor Garner added that the Council was very pleased that Mr. Britt had chosen to utilized R-10 verses R-6 lot sizes. Mickey Simmons stated the houses built in the Waddell Subdivision which is the reason the rezoning R6- R-10 issue was brought up.  

Chuck Hudson moved to approve the zoning request of Residential Office (RO) to Residential-8 (R-8) for the 6 lots represented by the attached map. Seconded by John Davis. Chairman Heath asked if there were any discussion. Vote: unanimous. 

OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Chambers stated that he was not prepared for Mr. Hunter Oliver’s presentation. 

Mr. Chambers gave the Board information about the Rain Gardens which were put in by students of NC State and the Craven County Extension Agency to do some experimenting with the storm water run off from roof tops. There were 11 rain gardens installed with assistance from the Town’s Ditch Crew; hopefully this will help relieve some of the rain water from the ditches. 
Mr. Chambers gave a brief explanation of how the Rain Gardens are designed and constructed. 

Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Bob Benedict to the Planning Board members. He said that Mr. Benedict was active and interested in Newport.     

Mayor Garner thanked the Planning Board for a great job they do for the Town. 

Chairman David Heath asked if there was no other business at this time, and adjourned at   5:40 p.m. vote was unanimous.

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC



David Heath

Town Clerk






Chairman

PAGE  
1

