TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

February 28th, 2005

Present: Chairman David Heath, John Davis, Charles Hudson, Pete Pedersen, Duncan Daughtry, Mickey Simmons, and Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Anita Staton, Manly Smith

Public in Attendance: Dale Holland, Keith Walker, Maureen Meehan Will, Kelley Caldwell, Matthew Montanye, Jerry Hyatt, Richard Garner, Ronald Cullipher and Matt Montanye.  
Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of January 24th, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Charles Hudson moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSINESS

Under new business Chairman Heath called attention to Zoning Ordinance Article VIII Section 8-2 adding Caretaker Quarters.  Mr. Chambers said that he has had a number of requests to have a commercial or industrial business with a caretaker living on the premise.  This would be an accessory use to Commercial and Industrial Business. There were concerns about the size of the building and the number of people who could reside there in. Chairman Heath stated that this needed to be addressed and asked Mr. Chambers to bring this back to the Planning Board in March meeting.    Mr. Chambers gave John Davis a copy of that part of the Zoning Ordinance used by Morehead City (attached), which he read to the Board.  Mr. Chambers stated that it was too detailed with the square footage and bedrooms, etc. There was more discussion.  Chairman Heath asked Mr. Chambers to table this zoning ordinance amendment until the next meeting. John Davis moved to table the zoning ordinance amendment until the March 28th, 2005 meeting; also to provide copies of Morehead City’s ordinances to the Planning Board, seconded by Pete Pedersen, vote: unanimous, motion carried.         

Mr. Chambers stated that all the members should have a copy of the Quail Crossing Subdivision off the Nine Foot Road in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ). This meets all our subdivision regulations; lots will be served by water and sewer on site (wells and septic tanks), the backside near the cul-de-sac about nine (9) feet is in a flood zone and the flood zone will be delineated on the final plat for recording so no homeowner will purchase without the knowledge of it.  The roads exceed the 10 feet minimum width. Chairman Heath asked about the acreage at the end of the cul-de-sac; Mr. Chambers stated that it was an access to get to the other properties and it is and R-20.  John Davis asked Mr. Chambers about the recreation fee or land. Mr. Chambers stated that the recreation fee is $595.00 and recommended to except the fee in lieu of the land set aside.  Charles Hudson moved to approve the preliminary plans for Quail Crossing Subdivision as presented and to accept the $595.00 recreation fee in lieu of land set aside, seconded by Duncan Daughtry. Vote: unanimous and motion carried.   Mr. Chambers reminded Mr. Richard Garner that it now goes to the town council for approval, when they approve it, then it will be contingent upon your environmental permits, once they are in order you can go into construction, build your subdivision and once it is built, bring my office an as built drawing back for the Town Council and then the lots can be conveyed. 

Chairman Heaths asked to move to the next item, Coves of Newport with Jay Conner.  Mr. Chambers passed out the maps of the Coves of Newport with the information that was requested from a previous meeting with concerns of the 82 Units on 20.74 acres and requirements as follows; lights for lighting on the streets, cluster mailboxes with lighting, service road, three (3) vehicles per unit and other vehicles for the over flow areas, landscaping should be installed per our zoning ordinance; maintained by the zoning ordinance, house numbers display as per subdivision regulations, density is 4 units per acres, building in phases with the intent to start paving and start building on highway 70 side and work towards Nine (9) Foot Road, no outside public phones be allowed, sold as condominiums, rules and regulations on the subdivision, Home Owners Associations with the Attorneys approval.  John Davis moved to approve the Planned Unit Development (PUD) for Coves of Newport as presented and incorporating all the above requirements, and approval with all Subdivision regulations and Zoning Ordinances requirements with Building Inspector, Robert Chambers, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous, motion carried. 

Mr. Chambers informed the Planning Board that the Town of Newport continues to work on the permit for the wastewater treatment plant. The engineer that was working with Hobbs, Upchurch left the company. However Mr. David Upchurch, co-owner of the company has assumed the responsibilities for the Newport project and plans are ongoing for its completion. 

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman David Heath introduced Mr. Holland with the Land Use Plan.  Mr. Holland stated that he had given the Planning Board at the last meeting pages 116 through 125 which covers the introduction of the Plans of the Future, Land Use Development Goals Implementing Actions, then went through pages 125 on Public Access and mailed the Planning Board pages 126 through 138. He asked the Board if there were any questions on the Policy pages. Chairman Heath stated that he would want to review it carefully.  Mr. Holland stated that by the meeting in March, he would have the rest of the Land Use Plan to the board members and that would finish the policy statements and give the board the opportunity to look at all of the Plan.   He said that the plan did not have to be approved by the end of May but it needs to be in the States hand in draft form for closing out your second year grant by the end of May, because when this Planning Board signs off this document, we will then send it to Ms. Maureen and she will distribute to the Coastal Management staff for their comments and changes from the various agencies who will look at this and then it will come back to the Planning Board as a revised draft and assuming both parties are satisfied with the changes it will then be presented to the Town Board for the setting of a public hearing. Then once the public hearing has taken place and it is adopted it will be sent to the Coastal Resource Commission for certification.    

Mr. Holland suggested that tonight we should address pages 116 through 125. He asked if there were any question on this material.   There was discussion on the pages. John Davis asked if the Wellhead Protection was included in here on page 117, Mr. Holland stated it should be addressed under Water Quality.  Mr. Holland pointed out on page 118 and also at page 120 some of the statements on items that the Town will consider when there’s a rezoning request.    He explained that on page 120 in boldface under Policies Regarding Land Use and Development in the AEC’s (Areas of Environmental Concerns) there is a very significant statement and it says, The Town of Newport accepts state and federal law regarding land uses and development in Areas of Environmental Concerns and with this statement being made means the document does not have to be gone through so thoroughly with the 7H-Standards for Environmental Concerns document, it is a critical statement in this document. There was discussion on the 404 Wetlands. He stated that 404 Wetland – Public Trust Water is soil, vegetation and certain times of the year when an area is super saturated with water. 

Mr. Holland moved to page 122 on Land Use Plan Management Topics, which leads us to Public Access – the water access for example canoeing, boardwalks, and water access for the public.  He also stated that a couple important implementing actions being that Newport would pursue funding under the CAMA Use Plan – river walk, canoeing and shoreline funding.  Chairman Heath thanked Mr. Holland for being here.

Chairman Heath asked Planning Board to have a Special Meeting on the Policies Statements of the Core CAMA Land Use Plan with Dale Holland on March 21st, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. at the Newport Town Hall.  All was in favor. 

Mr. Chambers informed the Planning Board that he was working on the density issue and errors in the ordinances that need to be addressed for correcting. He passed out a Traffic Calming informational packet for the members to look over and he plans to discuss this at the next regular meeting in March. He also went to a seminar at the Civic Center in Morehead City in reference to the trees and the character of Newport.  

Chairman David Heath asked if there was any other business at this time, thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and adjourned at 6:32 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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