TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

January 24th, 2005
Present: Chairman David Heath, Anita Staton, Manly Smith, John Davis, Charles Hudson, and Pete Pedersen, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry. Mickey Simmons.

Members of Council Present:  Franklin Blunt and Richard Kanuck 

Public in Attendance: Dale Holland, Keith Walker, Dennis Lewis, Maureen Meehan, Kelley Caldwell, Matthew Montanye, Dale Britt, Jimmy Mann, Jerry Hyatt and Howard Nichols.  
Chairman David Heath called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Chairman David Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of November 22nd, 2004. There were no changes or discussion. Pete Pedersen moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman David Heath asked Mr. Chambers to start with the new business, and Mr. Chambers stated the application from East Carolina Community Development is to amend the previous (PUD) Planned Unit Development that Gary Mercer had for a Neighborhood Business and storage units known as the Pollard Farm PUD to allow a 32 unit Senior Citizens Apartment Complex that was originally the Castle Glen. They are 4-plex single story houses with 1 and 2 bedroom apartments and have to qualify the same way, as Kings Mill and residents are over 55 years of age. Chairman Heath asked for a definition of a Senior Citizens Development and requirements are.  Mr. Walker stated that no one under 55 years of age can live in these apartments and there is no subsidy to these houses. Mr. Chambers said that there is a pedestrian walkway to connect the apartments. Chairman Heath asked if there were going to be any kind of buffer for traffic and noise.  Mr. Walker informed the Planning Board that there is going to be a fence contiguous to Mr. Wally Stallings land for that need.

Charles Hudson moved to amend the Newport Pollard Property Planned Unit Development to eliminate the area shown on the Development Plan as Commercial area or Neighborhood business and storage buildings at the intersection of Old US Highway 70 and New Bern Street and to re-designate that area as a multifamily area and to allow construction and use for multifamily purposes as shown on the preliminary site plan entitled Castle Glen Apartments proposed by Stroud Engineering, P.A. dated 12/29/04, seconded by Manly Smith. Voted: unanimous, motion carried.  

Charles Hudson moved to authorize the issuance of a conditional use permit to East Carolina Development, Inc. for an 8 building, 32 unit Senior Citizen Project with supporting facilities, in the form submitted to the Council on this date and direct that a copy of this permit be made a part of the minutes of this meeting as a addendum thereto, seconded by Anita Staton. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.  

Mr. Chambers informed the Planning Board that there is a small piece of property adjacent to the Newport Industrial Park, which is, zoned IW. This request is to extend the existing zoning classification to include Mr. Mann’s property and is in keeping with zoning and planning in the area. Chairman Heath asked how many areas was involved. Mr. Mann stated approximately 2.5 acres, which would be appropriate for a workshop and an office.  Mr. Chambers also added that Mr. Mann owns the Mann’s Trailer Park adjacent to it.  Chairman Heath read the permitted uses from the zoning ordinance for informational purposes and asked the Planning Board members of they had any more questions at this time.  

Charles Hudson moved to approve the re-zoning of the Jimmy Mann property from Residential Agricultural (R-20) to Light Industrial (LI) zone as presented in the application, seconded by Pete Pedersen. Vote: unanimous, motion carried. 

 Mr. Chambers stated that Boulia Enterprise has made a request for re-zoning three lots 3405, 3407and 3409 along East Railroad Blvd. and Main Street, which is split in half by two zones, R-15 and CD.  This request will extent the existing zoning classification of CD (Commercial Downtown) to include all of the three properties and is keeping with zoning and planning area.  Chairman Heath asked what kind of impact would this have on residential property owners there now.  Mr. Chambers stated none. Chairman Heath asked, if there were any questions from the Planning Board at this time? There was none and asked for a motion. 

Charles Hudson move to approve the re-zoning of 3405, 3407 and 3409 East Railroad Blvd., from Residential (R-15) to Commercial Downtown (CD) zone as presented in the application, seconded by Anita Staton. Vote: unanimous, motion carried.

Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Britt has purchased the Bill Boyd Land being 13 acres, Bell house beside the Fire Department and the Bill Dugie House next to it.  The two houses will be torn down and the Boy Scout Hut will be moved beside the Fire Department.  Mr. Britt will have an entrance off of Howard Blvd. called South Park Lane, which will go all the way trough and tie into a dirt road called River Street, which will be renamed off of Westfield Road.  The property up front will be for future development. The area is zoned R- 6 and has chosen to develop larger lots of 10,000 to 12,000 sq ft. The Town staff of water/sewer, streets, fire departments, manager and recommending it be approved, has reviewed this. Chairman Heath asked what size are the homes that will be built. Mr. Nichols said 1,200 being the minimum square footage.  Mr. Pedersen stated that it gets flooded there, and the homes need to be high enough.  Mr. Nichols stated that they would be elevated up to 12 inches above flood requirements. 

Mr. Chambers stated that the Homeowners Association would maintain the sign on Howard Blvd. 

John Davis moved to approve the Preliminary Plat dated 01/03/05 of the South Park Subdivision as presented and attached at this meeting, contingent upon the developer obtaining all environmental permits acceptable to the planning department and to approve the extension of South Park Lane from Howard Blvd. to Westfield Road which will replace and rename River Street and I further accept the recreation fee of $3,894 in lieu of land set aside, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: 5 ayes, 1 nay-Pete Pederson. 

Mr. Hyatt asked Planning Board to take into consideration the Tree Protection in the Land Use Plan in order to prevent soil erosion and mitigate storm water runoff and thanked them for their time. 

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman David Heath introduced Mr. Holland and turned the floor over to him at this time. Mr. Holland asked the Planning Board if there were any questions on pages 108-115 of the Planning document.  This is new material on future demands, and you may to discuss them. There were no discussions. Mr. Holland passed out pages that were to replace indexes, etc, which Planning Board already has copies of and will go over any questions they might have. Mr. Holland stated he would be sending additional information for the February 2005 meeting.  

Chairman David Heath asked if there was any other business at this time, thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and adjourned at 6:32 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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