TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

July 25th, 2005

Present: Chairman David Heath, Pete Pedersen, Duncan Daughtry, Mickey Simmons, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Anita Staton, Manly Smith, John Davis, Charles Hudson,
Public in Attendance: Richard Kanuck, Kelley Caldwell, Hunter Oliver.
Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of May 23rd, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Mickey Simmons moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Pete Pedersen. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSINESS
Chairman Heath stated that the only order of business tonight was an Ordinance Amending Section 7 and Specifically 7-6.1 of the Newport Code Appendix A. Zoning and asked Mr. Chambers to present it. Mr. Chambers stated that the Town Council had expressed concerns that Residential-6 (R-6) permits to much density. Mr. Chambers stated he had two recommendations, first, would be to the proposed ordinance repealing R-6 and seconded, being rezoning all R-6 to R-10. Mr. Chambers added, taking all of the permitted uses of the R-6 and apply it to the R-10. (Example: the Waddell Subdivision on Howard Boulevard being the Masters property and it has been divided into 5 lots and one of the owners wants to put a shed in the back yard and there is no back yard.) There was discussion on other areas in Town.  Mickey Simmons stated that the lots were too small at Waddell property for any out buildings and don’t want to tell people what they can and can’t do on their property.
Chairman David Heath read the Nonconforming lots on page 61 of the Zoning Ordinance reminds you of requirements of what it will do to any R-6 lot that is less than 10,000 square feet. Chairman Heath stated that after reading this he is under the impression that if the lots are 8,000 square feet and buyers wants to build a home on the lots; they can with a Special Use Permit. Mr. Chambers stated that he did not read it that way. He stated that he understands in another section that you can build upon a nonconforming lot as a permitted use. He added that he has been historically writing permits; under the first sentence he can still use it as a non conforming lot in the Zoning Ordinance.  There was more discussion.
Chairman Heath stated that as long as they can meet the setback requirements they don’t require special use permit. Mr. Chambers stated that another section allows him to reduce the set back for a non conforming lot to eight feet where normally it would require it to be ten feet. Mr. Chambers stated that the set backs in a R-6 are eight (8) feet and in a R-10 the set backs are ten (10) feet. Chairman Heath asked Board to note that the proposal amended to include the following changes to the permitted and special uses within the R-10 zones.
Mickey Simmons moved to adopt the attached proposed Ordinance amending Section 7 and Specifically 7-6.1of the Newport Code, Appendix A. Zoning and changes submitted by the Zoning Administrator. Seconded by Duncan Daughtry. Vote: motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Chambers stated that this Ordinance will go to the Town Council Meeting August 2nd, 2005 to ask Council to set a public hearing.  

Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Hunter Oliver who wants to give the Planning Board some information. Mr. Oliver stated that he had checked the zoning for Newport and there was nothing that allows any outdoor recreation or facilities.  Mr. Oliver stated that this is a growing sport of Lawn Mower Racing Association with 1,000 members or more and there are 20 national races throughout the United States, but there is no lawn mower racing in North Carolina.  He stated that he was looking for an area in the Commercial Highway for this recreation. Mr., Oliver stated he wanted to inform the Planning Board of this recreation he was looking to have in this state and also wanted to come to the Meeting in August.

OLD BUSINESS


None

Chairman David Heath asked if there was no other business at this time, and adjourned at 5:45 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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