TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

March 28th, 2005

Present: Chairman David Heath, Pete Pedersen, Anita Staton, Manly Smith, Duncan Daughtry, Mickey Simmons, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: John Davis, Charles Hudson

Public in Attendance: Dale Holland  
Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of February 28th, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Duncan Daughtry moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Pete Pedersen. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Heath called attention to Zoning Ordinance Article VIII Section 8-2 adding Caretaker Quarters.  Mr. Chambers said that he had made one change from the copy that was sent in the agenda package draft copy dated 3-21-05, and had revised it again today. Mr. Chambers passed the draft copy dated 3-28-05, and which changed paragraph number five on page two, to read after same parcel add  “and shall not exceed 50% of the area of the principal use except by favorable consideration of a special use permit.“ Mr. Chambers explained that the reason for this was that if someone purchased a piece of commercial property, wanted to put his house on it and wanted to operate a home occupation out of it, this is not the intent for this. Chairman Heath stated number eight on page two to read after the primary entrance add the words “to the quarters.” Mr. Chambers asked Mr. Holland if he would look over this over.  Mr. Holland stated it was very consistent. There was more discussion. Chairman asked for a motion. Duncan Daughtry moved to approve the zoning ordinance amendment Z2005-1 Draft dated March 28, 2005 with the amendment changes above, seconded by Anita Staton, vote: unanimous, motion carried.         

OLD BUSINESS
Chairman Heath introduced Mr. Dale Holland with the Land Use Plan.  Mr. Holland stated at the last meeting we went through page 124 which included the Access Policies. Additional pages for review were pages 125-141 which included discussions on Land Use Compatibility, Infrastructure Caring Capacity, Transportation, Natural Hazard Areas and Water Quality.  Mr. Holland asked that we go back through, page-by-page; all agreed. Chairman Heath asked to go back to page 118, 3rd bullet down reference the Zoning decision would not be based on aesthetic consideration. He stated that considering some past discussions relative to addressing standards as part of our zoning, and assuming that it would not preclude the ability to incorporate some kind of architectural standard. Duncan Daughtry asked how would Mr. Chambers’s enforce it.  Mr. Chambers said that he would not issue them a permit.  There was discussion. Chairman Heath and the Planning Board asked Mr. Holland to remove that from the Plan. 

Chairman Heath said he wasn’t clear about page 125, P-4 –Inventory of Standard Housing. It is not the Planning Boards issue it is the Inspectors area. Mr. Holland said this is addressing the overall inventory of your housing and making sure they are standard which is the Inspector’s area.   

Page 125 - I.5 at the bottom on Block Grants –. Chairman Heath stated that he didn’t like the Annual. Schedule: Annual Depending upon North Carolina state funding cycles; change Schedule: Annual to “As needs or Identifying.  

Page 126 –I.8 – Chairman Heath read this and had questions. He said we would like to revise this statement and to see this in balance; to change it to “Pursued state and federal funding of projects to improve and increase moderate-income housing in response to identify need.” 

Chairman Heath asked Mr. Chambers to make a time line and map all these schedules and to make sure that you have the amount of time needed.  

Page 127 – Policies for Commercial/Industrial issues. Chairman Heath requested that in P.9 the word “local” be added before state and federal regulations on the last sentence.  

Page 129 – P.22 – remove the word enforcement and replace with “revisions’. 

Page 134 – I.35 –Chairman Heath requested that the second paragraph be deleted.  He stated that the Board would start with page 135 at the next meeting. Mr. Holland also stated that he had handouts on pages 142-155 and will go over them at the meeting in April, which will be the final meeting of the Land Use Plan. 

Chairman Heath thanked Mr. Holland for being here.

Chairman David Heath asked if there was no other business at this time, and adjourned at 6:18 p.m. vote was unanimous.
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