TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

October 24th, 2005

Present:, Pete Pedersen, Anita Staton, Charles Hudson, Manly Smith, John Davis, Mickey Simmons, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Chairman David Heath
Public in Attendance: Dale Britt, Bob Benedict, Leonard Farrugia,   

Acting Chairman Davis stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Acting Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of August 22nd, 2005. There were no changes or discussion. Mickey Simmons moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by Anita Staton and Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous.   

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business.
NEW BUSINESS

Acting Chairman Davis stated that the first order of new business was for a request from Dale Britt for a Preliminary approval for South Park Subdivision, Section 2 for 6 lots, 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 46 and 2 Commercial lots 42 and 43. Mr. Chambers stated that last month the zoning was R-8 to R-10. Mr. Britt has previously received got approval for the change from the Planning Board and following, a public hearing held by the Town Council and the zoning change was approved.  Mr. Britt is coming before you tonight for the preliminary approval on this subdivision. Mr. Chambers informed the Board that the roads were paved, water & sewer is installed, lights have been erected but he stated that he could not administratively approve it as a small subdivision, because it exceeded 5 lots.  There are 30 homes under construction at this time.  Acting Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers if the staff has reviewed this with the preliminary checklist. Mr. Chambers stated that the staff has reviewed this and he recommends approval by the Planning Board.    
Charles Hudson moved to approve the preliminary plat of Section 2, of South Park Subdivision by Dale Britt, seconded by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous. 
Acting Chairman Davis stated the next new business was a request to rezone 135 Chatham Street from Commercial Downtown to R-10, owned by Leonard Farrugia. Mr. Chambers stated that the previous owner was L. Jack Williams. Mr. Farrugia has purchased the property (2 parcels) and combined them and now wishes to rezone the Property to R-10.  
Acting Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers to read the Permitted Uses. Mr. Chambers read the Permitted Uses and the Special Uses.   Acting Chairman Davis stated the request was to rezone the formerly L. Jack Williams property from commercial downtown to Residential R-10, which will permit single family dwelling, located between Ms. Holly’s Ice Cream Shoppe and Ms. Naomi Quinn.  
Mr. Simmons moved to rezone 135 Chatham Street from Commercial Downtown to R-10, seconded by Charles Hudson. Acting Chairman Davis asked if there were any discussion. Vote: unanimous. 
Mr. Chambers informed Mr. Farrugia that this will go the Town Council on November 1st, with a request for a public hearing for December 6th, 2005. 

Mr. Duncan Daughtry commented on the planning downtown Newport? Acting Chairman Davis stated in the Land Use Plan, there was not a lot of talking about a Commercial Downtown development. Mr. Chambers stated that we were concerned about the vacancy of the buildings and now they are all occupied.  There is also a group of Ladies on a Committee for Beautification and they’re studying the Downtown now and figuring out how to get funds for this project.  There was more discussion. 
Mr. Chambers passed out an Ordinance Amending Articles VII, and IX and Specifically, Sections 7-9.1 and 9-5 of the Newport Code, Appendix A. Zoning.  He asked the Planning Board to read the document and let him know at the November meeting of any changes or questions. Mr. Chambers stated that this was a proposal to have permitted and special Uses for Amusement in the Commercial Highway (CH) and Light Industrial (LI) Zone. He is proposing by this ordinance to be permitted Uses for Indoor and Special Use for Outdoor.  Mr. Chambers asked Planning Board to review this for the next meeting. 
Acting Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers for an update on the Land Use Plan. Mr. Chambers informed the Board that it was in the States Clearinghouse and will come up with comments for us to consider and he will keep you informed.   

Acting Chairman Davis asked if there was no other business at this time, thanked everyone who attended and adjourned at 5:42 p.m. vote was unanimous.

Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC



John Davis 
Town Clerk
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