TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

April 24th, 2006

Present: Chairman David Heath, Charles Hudson, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, Duncan Daughtry, John Davis, Bob Benedict, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Anita Staton, 

Public in Attendance:  Maureen Will, Dale Holland.

Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of February 27th, 2006. There were no changes, additions, or discussion. John Davis moved to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous.   

NEW BUSSINESS

Chairman Heath recognized Bob Chambers for the first item of business on the agenda.  Mr. Chambers informed the Board that Mr. J. E. Waddell has purchased the property formerly named the Newport Fuel Company and has requested a zoning change from (CD) to R-10.  The property is located off Mann Street formerly owned by Kenneth Futrell.  He said the application has been completed and the $200.00 filing fee has been paid. Planning Board had concerns about the liability coming back on the Town because of the fuel smell still there. Chairman Heath asked how large is the property?  Mr. Davis asked what was on the lots.  Mr. Chambers explained that lot 3338 Railroad Blvd. and lot 800 Mann Street is the location of the Fuel Company and lot 3336 Railroad Blvd. is adjacent to the School which is a wooded lot.  Mr. Simmons asked Mr. Chambers if he was going to make 3 lots out of these. Mr. Chambers stated that there may be 3 deeded lots which is not usual according to the County Tax office. 
Mr. Davis asked for the dimensions of the property. Mr. Chambers stated that according to the tax maps, the lot 3338 is .237 acres, 800 is .303 acres and the total is 2352.24 square feet, which would allow him to get at least two houses for a R-10. 

Mr. Hudson stated he had a terrible feeling if we don’t get a letter from the EPA stating that the property isn’t contaminated soil.  Mr. Davis said that it doesn’t affect its zoning if it is contaminated or not.  

John Davis moved to approve the zoning as requested with the following note: that this request is for the above property amendment that this R-10 is available for only 2 buildable lots, seconded by Charles Hudson. Vote: motion carried.
Mr. Chambers stated the next item for business is the Land Use Plan and he introduced Mr. Dale Holland, our CAMA Representative. Mr. Holland recognized Maureen Will,   
Mr. Holland stated that the States comments had been received and we have responded to the State and discussed them with Maureen Will and they are included in the document the Board has received.   Mr. Holland explained to the new Planning Board member Bob Benedict that the state comments that were mailed to the Board 2 weeks ago.  Mr. Holland said that what was submitted to the state for review about the various agencies was a document that had been reviewed over the course of the last two years by this Planning Board. The document we submitted to the state had been approved by this board for submission to Maureen’s office in Morehead to give to the various stated agencies for their review and comments. He stated that if the Planning Board is now satisfied with the changes that have been made to this document, the next appropriate step would be for the Planning Board to approve with the recommendation for adoption the submittal of this plan to the Town Council, who will then hold a public hearing for this document in either July or August, which has to be done no later than August to be in Maureen’s office for submittal to the Coastal Resources Commission for Certification at their fall meeting in November in Morehead City. 
Mr. Holland stated that his staff and Maureen talked about a couple of additional changes that the state would like to see made and clarify purposes mainly, not population forecast but just how that goes with water and sewer demands for the future, and spoke with Mr. Chambers this afternoon about some clarifications to make sure that it is clear that the conservation doesn’t mean no development, he added that the conservation category on the future land use map means development with caution. He stated that there were changes on approximately 45 pages all of which are highlighted with shading, meaning the state did not have that many comments, but to respond in some cases to one state comment we had to make changes on three to four pages to respond to that one comment. He said that regarding additional changes the plan is suitable for certification by the Coastal Resources Commission, and in his opinion he does not anticipate no problems with the certification.  The document now stands as a vast improvement of the last Land Use Plan that was certified for the Town by the Coastal Resources Commission. He added that this Plan was prepared under an entirely different set of state guidelines that the last Plan.  

Maureen Will said that Mr. Holland had covered this Plan very well and asked if there were any questions she would be happy to answer any questions.  The biggest concern was the questions about the future development and population.  
Bob Benedict asked about the water lines on page 73 and the sewer connections on page 76 on New Bern Street.  Mr. Holland stated that all the water and sewer lines are not on the maps but we tried to show all the trunks lines, feeder lines and the main connector lines and we mainly show just major lines. Mr. Holland said that he would go back and go through the maps, but these maps were based on the information provided to them.

Mr. Holland informed the Board that there was one change and Maureen raised a concern on the behalf of the Coastal Management that with the National Park Services disposing on the National level some of the inventory of the National Forest Land that it could affect land in the Croatan in the National Forest and with any disposition of the land sale, or transfer of ownership could be of interest to the Town of Newport. So under the topics or items of local concerns in the policy implementing action, we suggested adding an implementing action I.79 attached.  
Mr. Holland said that he would mail the Planning Board the pages that are changed. If there are any comments regarding the changes or any question you can call us anytime, and if there are none and the Panning Board is satisfied we need to send it to the Town Council to set a public hearing.  

Charles Hudson moved to send the Land Use Policy to the Town Council on May 2nd, 2006 to set a public hearing, seconded by John Davis. Vote: motion carried.

Mr. Chambers expressed his appreciation on the behalf of the Planning Board to Mr. Holland, and his firm, Mrs. Will, CAMA representative for their help. 

Mr. Holland appreciates the efforts of the Planning Board which has been a very smooth and orderly process. He added that the population forecast through 2025 that covers Newport and the ETJ, with the potential increase in population that we are showing is about 9000 people in this 20 year forecast.   He also added that about 15 to 20 percent range of the developable land in Carteret County is within Newport Planning jurisdiction. The large part of the growth and infrastructure is in and out of Newport. He stated that he was very comfortable with this Plan.
Chairman Heath thanked Mr. Holland and Maureen Will for coming and asked if there was no other business at this time. Meeting was adjourned at 5:33 p.m.
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