TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

May 22nd, 2006

Present: Chairman David Heath, Charles Hudson, Manly Smith, Anita Staton, Duncan Daughtry, John Davis, Bob Benedict, Robert W. Chambers and Clerk, Penny Weiss.

Members Absent: Mickey Simmons 

Public in Attendance:  Kelley Caldwell, Richard Kanuck, Derryl Garner, Melissa Berryman, William Brown. 
Chairman Heath stated that there was a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00p.m. 

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of April, 24th, 2006. There were no changes, additions, or discussion. Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes that is submitted, seconded by John Davis. Vote: motion carried. 
NEW BUSSINESS

Chairman Heath stated there was one item of business on the agenda and introduced Mr. Chambers. Mr. Chambers introduced Melissa Berryman from Kirkman, Whitford, Brady and Berryman, PA attorney’s office representing Mr. William Brown of Wildwood Road Development Corporation. Applicant is requesting a rezoning for the rear portion of tax parcel #633702890551000 which is approximately 14.5 acres and to pursue the rezoning of the property from (LI) Light Industrial to (CH) Commercial Highway at the Intersection of Roberts Road and Highway 70. He gave the Board maps and photos of the property in question with more detailed information attached. 

Mr. Chambers explained that at the rear of the property there is some Light Industrial which is adjacent to the Croatan Forest and bordered with the NOAA Weather Station which is zoned Light Industrial. There is a small piece owned by Waste Industries which will remain Light Industrial for growth.  The object is to move the Commercial Highway zone to include the Light Industrial zone which is under consideration tonight.
Chairman Heath asked what these 31 acres represent as a total of Light Industrial that is in the Croatan. Mr. Chambers replied that there is (LI) Light Industrial on the end of the Carl Garner Road, Newport Industrial Park, and by the Coves at Newport which is about 25%.   Chairman Heath asked if there was any interest from anyone in our (LI) Light Industrial areas. Mr. Chambers said yes some.
John Davis asked, what is the difference between the permitted uses of (LI) Light Industrial and (CH) Commercial Highway.  Mr. Chambers said that Light Industrial is an industrial nature inside of buildings, such as Frank Door on Howard Blvd.  Mr. Davis asked why convert from (CH) Commercial Highway to (LI) Light Industrial? Mr. Chambers stated that the Developer wants to use it for the Uses in (CH) Commercial Highway. He said the additional uses in (CH) Commercial Highway are Shopping Centers, Professional Office Complexes, Retail and Business Type Occupancies which are not in (LI) Light Industrial. 

Chairman Heath asked about the access road for the property. Mr. Chambers stated that the access will be on the service road by Waste Industries which will be the main entrance into any Commercial development. Mr. Chambers added that he has not talked to Department of Transportation; he also said there was a limited access Ordinance on Commercial Highway which discourages any entrances closer than 500 feet of each other. The egresses currently in place are exempt and there is an egress near the creek on the southern boundary along the highway. Mr. Chambers stated that he has not discussed this with the Department of Transportation and does not know how they classify the entrances. Sometimes they allow temporarily entrances for logging, but he was not sure at this time. John Davis stated “so the access to this property; is going to be through the Waste Industries entrance off Roberts Road. Is it a common entrance? Mr. Chambers stated that it was. 
Charles Hudson asked if there were utilities on Roberts Road. Mr. Chambers replied yes, there is water and sewer on that street.

Chairman Hudson moved to permit the rezoning from (LI) Light Industrial to (CH) Commercial Highway on this tract of land at the Intersection of Roberts Road and Highway 70, seconded by Duncan Daughtry. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Heath asked Mayor Garner for comments. Mayor Garner suggested to Mr. Chambers that as early as possible, that he make copies of the maps and the draft minutes and send it to the Town Council to familiarize them of this request. Mr. Chambers replied “yes”. 
Chairman Heath stated that if there was no further business, he thanked everyone for coming and called meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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