TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

August 27th, 2007 
Members Present: 
Chairman David Heath, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, Bob Benedict, John Davis, Duncan Daughtry, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk.  Members Absent:
Charles Hudson, Anita Staton, 

Public in Attendance: Mayor Derryl Garner, Richard Casey, Brad Rich, Frank Blunt, Landin Holland, Mark Hibbs, Kelley Caldwell. 

Chairman Heath called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Chairman Heath asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of July 23rd, 2007. No changes or discussion. Mickey Simmons moved to approve the above minutes as submitted, seconded by John Davis. Vote: motion carried.
Chairman Heath stated that there was no new business, so we would continue with the old business which is the Stormwater Ordinance. He then recognized Landin Holland, the Towns Stormwater Planner.  Mr. Holland passed out a draft copy of the revisions for the Coastal Stormwater rules which included a series of public hearing dates which everyone is welcome to attend.  
Chairman Heath asked Mr. Chambers if he had a list of the questions for Mr. Holland from the last meeting.  Mr. Chambers replied, no.  Chairman Heath stated that one item was an assessment of the possibility of a grant on our existing Stormwater issues; issues currently with the State to maintain their road system. Mr. Holland said there is a Clean Water Management Trust Fund which is a revolving grant program that has monies available for engineering and planning steps for Stormwater systems and other monies for Stormwater improvements and planning; so these are two avenues to look into.  John Davis asked if Mr. Holland would look into these and get information on how we can apply for them.   Mr. Holland replied, ‘that he would”.  He said he would at least look at the feasibility of this grant and figure how to retrofit it.

Mr. Davis stated that there are 11 areas right now with the Stormwater Drainage Problem.  Bob Benedict asked if there was any study done on this Stormwater issue. Mr. Holland replied, “Yes”. Mr. Benedict asked if he could go back to the study to develop this plan.  He asked Mr. Holland if he saw any highlighted areas which indicated concerns that the Planning Board needs to know about in the impervious service areas.  Mr. Holland said that the impervious service areas are in the ground, we know that, and a hydrology analysis was not done. Mr. Benedict asked if these grants would cover hydrology analysis. Mr. Holland stated that yes; these grants will provide monies to get an engineering firm to do the actual hydraulic flow analysis, and based on that information; where you need improvements to the current systems or need to install additional portion to the hot spots of flooding.  

Mr. Benedict asked, “What was his (Landin Holland) past relationship with the state as far as getting the state to fix existing storm drainages”. Mr. Holland stated that historically, if the Town gets clean water Management, the State will support and help with a grant.  That will open the door; recognize the problems and that gets it started. John Davis stated that we need to find an avenue that helps us identify the legal methods on how the town can raise funds to address these problems   Mr. Holland stated that this utility fee structure is a feasibility study directed for monies tied directly to Stormwater improvements and Stormwater Management and which would preclude our having to dip in the general fund.
Bob Benedict asked that once the grant is issued, does the State come in and take care of their problem if the problems are shown to be their responsibility. Mr. Holland stated that, “if all is done correctly and the request goes to the state with a very strong argument,” it is his belief that it would be a solid case, but it is a case by case basis. He further stated that the engineer will go to the state and present your case.  

Chairman Heath stated that we need to get a good engineering assessment; establish a set of priorities; get some idea of what the cost will be; and move toward corrective action and then we can look into what outside funding is available.
Landin Holland proposed that the Planning Board look into these programs; report their findings along with their recommendations to the Town Council and remind them that we have a short period of time to pursue this. Assuming that Council approves, come back to the Planning Board meeting, collect any grant application information and move forward from there.
Mayor Garner asked if we apply for this grant and are denied, would that indicate to the powers that be that Newport recognizes the problems and would we be expected to proceed even though we did not receive a ok and second; should we be approved is this a matching grant; would it be dollar for dollar. Mr. Holland’s reply in answer to the first question, was no,  if the grant is denied, Newport would not be under any pressure to come up with an alternative funding source to move forward and in answer to the second question is yes, it is a matching grant, which he thought was 100%, but he would check on that. 
John Davis said there were two things to consider; one is to recommend to the Town that we are considering the utility ordinance and two does the town’s attorney need to give this further study.

Chairman Heath stated that there are two issues that need to be considered; one, is to take the proposed ordinance; go through it; see what areas if any need to be revised or enhanced and make those changes or run in parallel with the assessment as the feedback comes in which will take some time. John Davis said that if we need a motion on this assessment and to report to the Town Council, then we should proceed. Chairman Heath agreed as did Bob Benedict and the Planning Board members. Chairman Heath asked for Mr. Holland to be present at the Planning Board meeting.
John Davis made a motion that Holland Engineering investigate the grant program and make a proposal to the Town Council at the meeting on October 2nd, 2007, seconded by Bob Benedict. Vote: motion carried.

Bob Chambers asked permission for this to go to the Town Attorney for his review, because the cost will be paid by the Town. The Manager, Richard Casey agreed. 

John Davis made a motion that Holland Engineering submit the Utility Ordinance to Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney with the Town Council’s approval for his review of the document,  seconded by Duncan Daughtry. Vote: motion carried.  
Chairman Heath asked the Planning Board to review the first chapter which goes through the middle of page 12 for discussion at the September meeting. 

Bob Chambers stated that Anita Staton has resigned from the Planning Board. Chairman Heath asked that it be announced at the next Town Board meeting that there is a vacancy and if anyone is interested for them to contact the Town. Bob Chambers stated what the requirements are; must be an adult; a property owner and live within the corporate limits; also have an interest in the planning process of the Town and be able to attend monthly meetings. 
Following a period of worthwhile discussion, Chairman Heath stated if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
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