TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

October 30th, 2007 
Members Present: 
Chairman David Heath, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, John Davis, Duncan Daughtry, Bob Benedict, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk.  Members Absent: Charles Hudson,
Public in Attendance: Mayor Derryl Garner, Town Manager, Richard Casey, Kelley Caldwell, Raymond Muns, Mark Hibbs, Frank Blunt. 

Chairman Heath said that we have a quorum and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
He stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the new Stormwater Management Ordinance. He stated that he had spoken with Landin Holland last week and asked him to give us an overview on the state regulations. He said that our Ordinance overlays the state regulations and we need to get a better understanding of what’s contained in the ordinance and the state regulation in order for us to more effectively understand the vicinity between in the two. He introduced Mr. Landin Holland. Mr. Holland stated that this is from the phase II regulations which the town is not currently falling under, and there is no mandate outside of the existing Stormwater rules for the state for the Town of Newport to do anything or force anyone to account for their Stormwater run off for pre-development or new development. Currently any development over on acre is forced to comply with NC DENR Stormwater Regulations. 
Mr. Holland stated that what is proposed in this ordinance is draining that threshold from one acre to 10,000 square feet.  He stated that this whole document brings the threshold to 10,000 square feet and requires a 1-1/2 inch of retainage; the system also defuses the water at a rate comparable to the one year 24 hour designed storm which is an engineering speed; it removes 85% of the total suspended solids which is a water treatment mechanism. The Coastal rules are coming which will involve Newport, but will not hit Newport as hard as it will the communities located closer to the beach area. So as far as the ordinance goes for new development, it is from one acre to 10,000 square feet; for redevelopment it does not increase the foot print, there is no increase in a pervious surface in rebuilding existing conditions without retrofitting that site to comply with the ordinance.  He said that was the difference day to day to where we are now, to where we are going with this ordinance.
As far as the Utility structure goes which is independent of the ordinance completely; it is a moderately price fee to address the Stormwater run off to enable the town to generate revenue to be expended on the Stormwater planning, maintenance and retrofitting and improvement to the existing Stormwater system. The fee is very nominal for residential customers and is very sufficient for some commercial enterprises and there is no credit for having a Stormwater system.  Everyone is treated the same and everyone has to pay the fee.  

Chairman Heath asked that Mr. Holland addressed what type of the best management practices that people would have to institute under this ordinance. Mr. Holland stated that a property owner planning to build a single family dwelling will fall under exemptions on page three of the Stormwater Management Ordinance, General Provisions, Subsection 4, B-3.  
John Davis stated that the intent of the process is to slow the Stormwater drainage down; if not to abate it completely; it is to reduce the flow so it will retain a specific amount of water and it will require long term maintenance of whatever process we put it in. (i.e. rain gardens, etc) of which all require maintenance. Bob Chambers stated that presently there are 12 rain gardens in town. 
Mr. Chambers asked what happened to the notion of this water (which ultimately goes into the Newport River) as it comes off the roofs of homes, going across the vegetative front or back yard and the vegetation purifying the sediments and the impurities off of that water if there are any, before it reaches the ditch system. Mr. Holland stated we talked about this and it is all grounded in water quality.  He added that talking with the Planning Board, is that quality is important, but quantity is what causes problems for the Town and this ordinance is to address both. 
Chairman Heath asked Mr. Holland what requirement Newport is facing in order to comply with what is coming from the State in Phase II.  Mr. Holland replied as of now there is no requirement. Chairman Heath asked if the Town is required to maintain that 10,000 square feet because that is what the state identifies. Mr. Holland also stated that there are other options for Phase II and it is his opinion the 10,000 square feet fits Newport better. He added that as far as the Phase II goes when the State and Legislative goes into session they can decide that all 20 CAMA Counties can go under Phase II and within a year from now Newport can fall subject to those requirements and rules. 

Mayor Garner mentioned that Bob was asking earlier if we are trying to protect the water that goes into the Newport River; he stated that we haven’t had that much rain recently but we had more over the weekend than we have had in a while and if anyone noticed on Highway 70 from Masontown Road running towards Morehead City and from Roberts Road running back towards Newport; that the canals on both side of Highway 70 empty into the Newport River and much of that is water that is runoff from which the highway is not treated, but is a great contributor to the Stormwater runoff in Newport River.  He added that he has not read or heard of any action that the State is considering a remedy that would. Landin replied, “No”. 
Chairman Heath stated that the 10,000 square feet is relative to disturbance not to lot size. Mr. Holland said yes. Chairman stated that if there were no more question on the overall State and Stormwater Management practices lets move to go through the ordinance. 
Bob Benedict and John Davis were concerned not on the 10,000 square feet; we should be more concerned in the square footage coverage as the pervious surface; make that the threshold and set it up two different ways; per lot as pervious coverage and a subdivision as pervious coverage. Landin Holland stated that he could come back next month with a whole range of options in terms of lot coverage, redevelopment, and additions to an existing structure and what are some reasonable options. . 

Chairman Heath stated that we are still going back to the two primary issues; who is going to be brought under this regulation and at what point; and what are they going to have to do once they are under the ordinance. Much of our property is already developed. 

The Planning Board members started reviewing the Stormwater Ordinance document. After a lengthy and productive discussion Chairman Heath asked that this be continued at the next monthly meeting. He thanked everyone for attending 
Chairman Heath stated if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.
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