TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

January 28th, 2008 
Members Present: 
Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, Charles Hudson, Cathy Tomon, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk.  Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry.
Public in Attendance: Mayor Derryl Garner, Town Manager, Richard Casey, Councilman David Heath, Jan Garber, Richard Bloomfield, Michael Toppe. 
Acting Chairman John Davis called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 
He asked for approval of the minutes for the meetings of October 22nd, and October 30th, 2007. There was one change; meeting on October 30th, page 2, line 32 delete the word “service” and add the word “surface” in its place. Charles Hudson moved to approve the above minutes as corrected, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried.  
Mr. Davis stated that the next item on the agenda was the election of a Chairman. He asked the Clerk to collect and count the ballots which each member had received in their packet.  The Clerk counted the ballots and announced that John Davis was duly elected Chairman. Mr. Davis expressed his appreciation to the members for their confidence.  
He then asked the Clerk to collect the ballots from the members for the position of Vice-Chairman. The ballots were collected and Bob Benedict was elected Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Bob Benedict also expressed his appreciation to the Board.  
Chairman Davis stated that Landin Holland was next on the agenda. Mr. Casey informed the Planning Board that Mr. Holland was not in town and would not be at this meeting. He added that Mr. Holland was confused about being at all the Planning Board meetings or if there were going to be separate meetings he would be attending just on the Stormwater issues.  Chairman Davis stated that in some of our previous discussions we talked about a joint Planning Board/Town Council session, but we have not been successful with this. He suggested that we revisit this now that we have a Resolution passed by Council at the meeting in January.  Mr. Casey said, what was advertised was that the regular fourth Monday of the month Planning Board meetings would also include a Council meeting, and this would allow Council members to attend the Planning Board to discuss the Stormwater issues and not have to advertise a separate Special Council meeting. We have advertised to do this until further notice. 
Chairman Davis asked if the Manager would contact Mr. Holland and ask him to attend the February 25th, Planning Board meeting. Vice-Chairman Benedict reminded everyone of the time frame; stating we only have until July. He also said that we need to get these dates resolved as soon as possible because there are only four months, which is four meetings and that is a very short time to come up with a solution to a problem.  Chairman Davis added that one or two public hearings are needed; they require notice. Councilman Heath said that Council needs to provide at least some general guidance back to the Planning Board relative to what we are looking for instead of trying to guess what is on each others minds.  Councilman Heath said that between now and the next time you meet, the Council needs to address this issue. Mr. Casey said this could go on the February agenda. Chairman Davis said the Planning Board can be represented.  Vice-Chairman Benedict said that he read in the newspaper that Mr. Holland got approval for Atlantic Beach; which was in the same situation that the Town is in right now. He added that we need to be careful so we do not have to institute the tax part; only the regulation part of it. We need to talk to Mr. Holland to see how much we need to say in this particular ordinance in order to get the grant and start us in the direction we need to go; we don’t know whether or not we have to institute a tax, because in the newspaper that is how they were working it. Vice Chairman Benedict stated that these were some of the questions he had wanted to ask Mr. Holland tonight, to see exactly what he (Mr. Holland) needed in order to move forward with this; so we would know what we were doing four months from now. 

Councilman Heath stated that in the discussion on the Resolution, one of the issues that came up which Mr. Holland was going to go back and talk to the State about was what the requirements to apply for the grant were; and this is a major issue.  Chairman Davis stated that it is preferable to do it without a tax ordinance, because the original intent of the $65,000 grant was to hire an engineer to look at our existing Stormwater problems and give us some answers so we can implement them; to estimate cost to go forward and figure out how funds can be raised to make those changes. Councilman Heath stated that there is a structure on how the fees are put in place (i.e. current homeowners, future homeowners, and businesses applications) and there are different questions that the Council needs to discuss to provide input back to this board. 
Chairman Davis confirmed with the Manager that Mr. Holland needs to be at the next Planning Board meeting and at the Town Council meeting or at a special meeting where this will be discussed. And if he (Mr. Holland) feels that there needs to be a meeting prior to the next Planning Board meeting we would welcome that information and would schedule a group meeting.   
Chairman Davis introduced Michael Toppe. Mr. Toppe spoke on the Community Design and Heath and gave the Board a handout on the topic.  He explained the overweight/obesity epidemic and the rise in diabetes and it complications. He also spoke on the consequences of being overweight; cost of being overweight; what do our neighborhoods have to do with it; where does our community come in. Chairman Davis thanked Mr. Toppe for attending tonight’s meeting and sharing this with us.  Chairman Davis recognized Dr. Richard Bloomfield and asked if he would like to speak. Dr. Bloomfield expressed his appreciation to the Board for allowing them to make this presentation. He asked if there were any questions, there being none, and he thanked Michael for a good job in preparing and speaking on this issue. He also added that we needed to implement this in our community because it is growing and changes are taking place. We may need to think of a community pool in Newport, because of the military growth coming in the near future. Dr. Bloomfield stated that if he could help get this started just let him know.   Chairman Davis thanked Dr. Bloomfield for attending tonight’s meeting.
Chairman Davis asked if there were any further comments. Mayor Garner expressed appreciation to Councilman Heath for the past years served on the Planning Board. Bob Chambers informed the Planning Board that Jan Garber has expressed interest in filling the vacancy on the Planning Board.  

Chairman Davis stated if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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