 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board 
June 23rd, 2008

Draft 

Planning Board Members Present: Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Jan Garber, Duncan Daughtry, Charles Hudson, Mickey Simmons, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk. Members Absent: Manly Smith, Cathy Tomon. 
Public Attendance Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Tom Davis, Kelley Caldwell.
Chairman John Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes as amended for the meeting of May 27th, 2008. Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes as amended, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried.  
Chairman Davis introduced Tom Davis. Mr. Davis stated that he was a builder in Morehead City, and that he and Dale Britt would like to request a rezoning of property on Howard Blvd to allow town homes to be built there. He said that Dale Britt is the developer of South Park which is a positive for the town; he also owns the property where “town homes” consisting of 6 units would be built. However, the information provided to the Planning Board members indicates only 4 units. He stated that he plans to have a complete and thorough set of home owner’s association covenants. After meeting with the Manager and Mr. Britt he stated he then met with Mr. Chambers who suggested that he come to the Planning Board for suggestions and input on this issue. Mr. Chambers interjected that there was no zoning discussed. He also said that these units would go under an (R-15 D), which is for Residential-15 Duplex. 
The Planning Board had concerns on the parking for these Units; Councilman Richard Kanuck requested the number of parking spaces per unit. Mr. Davis said two; he said he needs more than two spaces per family. There were concerns about South Park’s residents as to how they would feel about these Units being at the entrance of their neighborhood. Bob Benedict stated that the sketch presented does not tell the Planning Board what all that is going to be done; and when people buy the Units some will want to rent them out which could result in the covenants not being followed and we don’t want a slum there.  Mr. Casey stated for the record, that at the beginning of the meeting the statement from Mr. Davis was that he was in support of this project; he said he was in support of the multi family concept but did not support the density. 

Chairman Davis requested the number of square feet in each unit. Mr. Davis replied that there was approximately 1100 square feet, 550 on first floor and 550 on the second floor, 2 bedrooms and  2 ½ Bath.  He said that the price would be approximately $140,000.  The Planning Board was not in agreement for this project to be developed in this area off of Howard Blvd. in accordance with the Sketch Plan that was presented to them.

Chairman Davis stated the next agenda item is the “Stormwater Impact Fees.”  Mr. Casey stated that Landin Holland was not needed to be at tonight’s meeting.  He stated that he talked with the engineer and her very strong recommendation is that if the town is going to spend any money at this point on storm water it would be to do a “Wetlands Management Plan” which could be accomplished for an estimated cost of $5,000. He said that he also discussed this with Mr. Holland and he was in agreement with this.  Chairman Davis stated that he talked to the merchants downtown and got less than a friendly response.  Chairman Davis suggested that the watershed study be separate from the engineer study. Vice-Chairman Bob Benedict stated that Councilman Heath was correct. If we get the two studies done before we do anything with the impact fee, we would have a better overview of what the actual problems are and how to repair them, plus it would be an easier sell to the people with paperwork to show them. Chairman Davis stated that what he had gathered from the discussion is to stop the consideration of the revenue process on impact fees and consider the approach on the grant and use as a leverage to do the engineering study.
Charles Hudson moved to recommend to the Town Council that the Planning Board supports doing the watershed study, second by Jan Garber. Vote: motion carried.

Mr. Chambers also passed out information which he got off the internet about Stormwater for members to read at their convenience.

Chairman Davis said the next agenda item is the Zoning Ordinance on Flag Lots discussion. He asked for the information from Mr. Chambers on the flag lots for the past one to two years. Mr. Chambers stated that he was doing research on the flag lots but has nothing in writing at this time for the Planning Board.  Chairman Davis then asked Vice Chairman Bob Benedict to get with Mr. Chambers with the Flag Lots information and asked to defer it again to the meeting in July.  They agreed. Bob Chambers stated that he would get a copy of Beaufort’s language on flag lots for the Planning Board.
Mr. Chambers reminded the Planning Board that they had approved the RV Park Ordinance which restricts the RV’s from mobile home Parks. It then went to Council who set a date for a public hearing; then when the public hearing was called and after discussion the Town Council recessed the public hearing.  He passed out the corrected copy and at the recommendation of Attorney Nelson Taylor’s office when they went through the Ordinance thoroughly they made changes only to the grammar and changed nothing referencing decisions of the document. He asked that if the Planning Board members have any questions or comments please contact Mr. Casey or himself no later than Friday June 27, 2008 for the Town Council books for their meeting on July 1st. 

Councilman Heath stated that he wanted to throw out an idea for someone to look into the billboards along the Highway 70 Corridor for the businesses downtown to advertise.  Chairman Davis asked for this to be an agenda item for July.  

Chairman Davis asked if there was no other business to come before the Planning Board, meeting is adjourned at 6:14 pm. 

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC
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Certified Municipal Clerk
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