TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

March 31st, 2008 
Members Present: 
Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Charles Hudson, Cathy Tomon, Jan Garber, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk.  Members Absent: Duncan Daughtry, Mickey Simmons, Manly Smith.
Public in Attendance: Mayor Derryl Garner, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Frank Blunt, Landin Holland, Kelley Caldwell. 
Chairman John Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
Chairman Davis recognized Bob Chambers and asked him to pass out a draft copy of the RV Ordinance for everyone to see and if there are any questions please ask.

He asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of February 18th, 2008. There were no changes. Jan Garber moved to approve the above minutes as written, second by Cathy Tomon. Vote: motion carried.  

Chairman Davis stated that next on the agenda was Flag Lots.  Bob Benedict stated that what we need to do is clarify how the flag lots are defined and do them correctly.  Chairman Davis stated that Bob Benedict still believes that it is important to allow for flag lots, but this board needs to define what an appropriate fashion is (in R10, R15, R20 zones).  Cathy Tomon stated that we are opening ourselves to an unsightly area by doing flag lots.  Bob Benedict stated that it was a density problem.  

Chairman Davis stated that we have two extremes, one, in any R10, R15, R20 zones we can now create flag lots and historically we have allowed flag lots because on family acreage, a family has allow another family member to have a easement through lots to get to their property and the second extreme is to ban flag lots all together. 
Mr. Chambers asked Planning Board members to not make a decision on this but to allow him to do research in his files and bring examples of flag lots in the past two years back to the Planning Board meeting in May. Planning Board members agreed.
Chairman Davis recognized Landin Holland, our Consultant on the Stormwater Management Program. Mr. Holland stated that at the meeting last month he was asked to attend tonight’s meeting and try to figure out what, how and where we are going with the Stormwater issue. In light of what is going on with the coastal rules and the town not knowing where we stand on the Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant, we need to decide if the town wants to continue pressing on or wait to see what is happening with the grant, etc.  He stated that the draft ordinance which the Board has received included language about enforcement and maintenance which is very common ordinance language meaning that the Town is going to establish a policy forcing people to install these systems based on the impervious surfaces coverage and the 10,000 square feet, and the other language stated what has to be done and who is going to administer it. Mr. Holland said that it will probably be several months before we hear whether or not we would receive the grant. 

Chairman Davis stated that we need to proceed with the revenue portion of the ordinance and that the first issue that we want to attack is the Stormwater drainage problems and the hiring of an engineer to identify what needs to address the eleven areas of concern and developing an implementation plan that would take us through the process of raising funds and remediating those issues.    

Chairman Davis stated that the Town has already started cleaning the ditches and Mr. Chambers agreed that the Public Works Supervisor has stabilized some of the ditches and areas around town that needed immediate attention. After discussion, Mr. Holland recommended that we need to establish a Stormwater fee for a new building on a single family home level (i.e. one house or ten houses, there will be a one time fee above the building permit fee to be paid and which would be enough to satisfy the grant alone. It would be calculated by the project and have a multiplier). Any funds brought in between now and when the grant is received will ease the burden.  Chuck Hudson moved to proceed with the revenue ordinance, second by Bob Benedict. Vote: motion carried.  Landin Holland said he would prepare a summary which would address the cost for the next Planning Board in April and for the Town Council meeting in May. He also stated that he would have all the logistics worked out with the Clean Water and have some input about how they are reviewing the grant application.   

Jan Garber requested that Bob Chambers go through the last years building permits and Landin Holland stated that he would go through them with him and get a history on what it would have costs last year if the revenue fees for the Stormwater were in place. 
Chairman Davis stated that the next agenda item was the Planning Board Rules of Procedures.  Mr. Chambers asked the Planning Board to keep in mind that this was their Rules of Procedures. Chairman Davis stated that Mr. Chambers sent the members a copy of the draft with the changes requested at the last meeting.  After the Planning Board agreed on the changes, Jan Garber moved to adopt the Planning Board Rules of Procedures as amended, second by Chuck Hudson. Vote: motion carried.  Mr. Chambers informed members that they would receive a clean copy.
Chairman Davis recognized Mr. Chambers to go through the RV Ordinance (Recreational Vehicle). Mr. Chambers explained the changes and asked for their input on the Ordinance. The Planning Board recommended the changes to be as follows;

9-5.7 Locations and General Requirements - Add a, b, c to read – a. General, b. Full 
Time Camping, c. Full Time Camping in a Manufactured Home Park (Mobile Home 
Park)  was requested to be deleted. .

Under the b. Full Time Camping - the percentage not to exceed (25%) to be changed to 
(0%).  

Under – 9-5.8 - Development Standards – Delete the entire paragraph a (1).


Revisit - Definitions – Under i. need to define R V.
Chairman Davis asked that Mr. Chambers provide the Planning Board with a revised RV Ordinance and a revised Mobile Home Ordinance to address parking recreational vehicles at our next meeting. He stated that we need to be careful in our language which allows the parking of an RV’s (just not to occupy it). Chairman Davis requested that these be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  
Chairman Davis asked if there was anything to come before the Planning Board. Councilman Davis congratulated Mrs. Cathy Tomon for her achievements. 

Mayor Garner asked the Planning Board to review the Ordinance which addresses flag lots. He cited an example on Mann Street where a large lot was recently purchased and divided into two lots, one behind the other. Two houses have been constructed in a close proximity to each other. The arrangement places one behind the other with very limited front yards or back yards. Chairman Davis asked the Planning Board to revisit this issue at the next meeting.   
Chairman Davis stated if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
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