TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

September 22, 2008

Present: Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Charles Hudson, Mickey Simmons, Manly Smith, Cathy Tomon, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk. Absent: Jan Garber, Duncan Daughtry. 

Public Attendance:  Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey and Kelley Caldwell. 

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and excused Jan Garber from the meeting. 
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of August 25th, 2008. Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Vice Chairman Benedict. Vote: motion carried. 

Charles Hudson moved to amend the agenda under Old Business and add Open Discussion with the Town Council members regarding issues that were made at the regular Town Council meeting, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried.

Chairman Davis asked for the checklist for the rezoning request from Boulia Enterprises. Mr. Chambers presented Chairman Davis the request. Chairman Davis asked where Boulia Enterprises Representative was. Kelly Caldwell called his office and there was no answer.  Mr. Chambers stated that the request is to rezone the property from presently R-15 to R-10. Chairman Davis stated that neither the Owner nor his Business Associate were present.  Chairman Davis stated that his personal concern was that we are going to create an orphan piece of R-10. After some discussion with the Planning Board, Chairman Davis asked to table the rezoning request.  Cathy Tomon moved to table the rezoning request by Boulia Enterprises to the October meeting, second by Charles Hudson. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Davis asked for a discussion about the issues that arose at the
September 9, 2008 Council meeting regarding the proposed Cypress Village
subdivision.  Councilman Heath brought up the subject of noncontiguous
annexation and described his concerns about the costs of providing services
to annexed areas and the negative impact on providing those services to
noncontiguous areas.  He said there is a need for the Planning Board to
develop a noncontiguous annexation boundary around the current corporate
limits of the town that could be used as a tool during discussions with
developers and provide a vision for the Town's future expansion.  The
boundary would not be carved in stone, but could be adjusted at a later date
as needed.  If a proposed development fell within the boundary and met all
other criteria, the developer could expect tacit approval, but not a
guarantee that the development would be approved.  Bob Benedict, Jan Garber
and Mickey Simmons were assigned to a committee to work with Bob Chambers to
draft a map for the next Planning Board meeting to open the dialogue on this
subject.  Councilman Heath noted that the process of producing the boundary
would probably take "several months."  Chairman Davis suggested the CAMA
Land Use Plan be used as a guide to focus future development along the
Highway 70 corridor and "not too far off it."
Chairman Davis stated that next on the agenda was the discussion of billboards.  Councilman Heath stated that some citizens asked why or how do the billboards work on highway 70. He added that some of the business in Newport said that it would be a great way for businesses to advertise. Councilman Heath said this might not even be worth pursuing. The Planning Board decided that they did not want to pursue this issue. 
Mr. Casey informed the Planning Board that Sarah King, the Field Representative for the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, had informed us that the application for the Stormwater grant has been approved for $56,000 and will send the appropriate paperwork and contract within the next couple months. 
Charles Hudson moved to adjourn at 6:40 p.m. second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried. 
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