TOWN OF NEWPORT


Planning Board Meeting

April 27th, 2009
Present: Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Manly Smith, Charles Hudson, Mickey Simmons, Cathy Tomon, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk. Absent: Jan Garber, Sammy Hammond.
Public Attendance:  Town Manager Richard Casey, April Pike, Johnny Kucinski, J.E. Waddell
Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of February 23rd, 2009. There are two changes on page 2; lines 25 and 27 change Cannon Street to Cannon Blvd.   Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes as amended with the above changes, second by Cathy Tomon. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Davis said the next item on the agenda under new business is the Flag Lot approval, owned by J. E. Waddell at the intersection of Chatham Street and Loop Road.  Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Waddell was present to answer any questions that the Planning Board members have. Mr. Chambers said that everyone was sent a copy of the map. Vice Chairman Benedict stated that it meets all the Subdivision Regulations requirements of Section 6-2.10, Article J.   Chairman Davis asked if a fence is required between the two lots.  Mr. Chambers said no. 
Mickey Simmons moved to approve the Flag Lot requested by owner J. E. Waddell at the intersection of Chatham Street and Newport Loop Road as presented, second by Charles Hudson. Vote: motion carried.
Charles Hudson moved to excuse Jan Garber from tonight’s meeting, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Davis stated the next item was to discuss a mixed drink on premise referendum.  Mr. Chambers stated that April Pike and Johnny Kucinski were present to answer any questions and they are requesting a mixed drink on premise referendum for their business at “Johnny’s Dilemma.” Mr. Chambers said a long time ago the legislature authorized towns in Carteret County to have mixed drinks only if it was approved by a local referendum vote.  All the other towns passed it except Newport.  Mr. Kucinski is here tonight to ask for your help.
Chairman Davis asked why this is being brought up at the Planning Board for consideration.  Mr. Chambers stated that he thought it would be appropriate to start here and have the Planning Board to make a recommendation to the Town Council to pass a resolution and check and see what the cost would be to have it put on a ballot in the November election.  Vice Chairman Benedict stated that this is where growth controls us or we control growth.

Mr. Kucinski stated that right now we are allowed to brown bag which is not a very controlled environment.  We can sell fortified and unfortified wine and malt beverages. Chairman Davis stated that it would be good to have the General Statutes when it is to go before the Board.

Chuck Hudson moved to recommend to Council to pursue a referendum to allow mixed beverages in Commercial Highway within the Zoning jurisdiction, second by Vice Chairman Benedict. Vote: motion carried.
Chairman Davis stated that next on the agenda was to discuss a revision Chapter        7-3.13 paragraph (b) Fire Hydrant.  Mr. Chambers stated that he has passed out a memo to the Board.  There was a concern at the last Town Council meeting. Vice Chairman Benedict explained Mr. Chamber’s memo. 
After a worthwhile discussion, Charles Hudson moved to amend the Draft Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 7-3.13 paragraph (b) Fire Hydrant as follows: Every lot in every subdivision served by a community water system shall be served by a fire hydrant that is located no more than 500 feet from the lot measured along the center line of the street (s), second by Cathy Tomon, Vote: motion carried.
Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers to get a community water system definition to add to the Subdivision Regulations. 
Chairman Davis stated the next item is to revisit the provisions of the subdivision regulations to review the specific requirements for the following: sketch plan, preliminary plat and final plat approval. He stated that in the town council meeting there was a significant amount of discussion on what permits were required to be in hand before going forward with the preliminary plat. He said our current subdivision regulations states that all permits will be in place. He added that the language states that it is conditionally approved and we do not follow through with it.  
Vice Chairman Benedict said that as long as he has been on this board we have never seen the final approved plat.  Bob Chambers passed out a signature page where all the professionals have seen these plans.  He added that if changes are made in the morning it should not be on the Planning Board agenda that night. Vice Chairman Benedict informed Chairman Davis that the Planning Board is covered under the appropriate paragraphs in the subdivision regulations.  Chairman Davis stated what we need to know is the use of the preliminary plat that the Planning Board looks at, signs off on, and that we as a board need to know that the department heads have seen it. 
Chairman Davis stated that he would be satisfied knowing that Mr. Casey can get the signatures from the department heads. Mr. Casey stated that he would get the signatures when all the requirements were met.  Chairman Davis stated that a final plat plan has never come back to the Planning Board for approval. Bob Chambers stated that without the appropriate permits in his office they will not move one shovel of dirt.
Chairman Davis stated that when we approve the preliminary plat and we have the appropriate signatures, when it goes to Council we have done our job. Mr. Chambers stated that he will add the signature page to the check list. 

Chairman Davis stated that we will continue the review of the Zoning Ordinance starting with Article VII at the meeting in May and Bob Chambers will make the correct changes to Article VI. 
Chairman Davis asked if there is nothing else to come before the Planning Board he will ask for a motion to adjourn. Charles Hudson moved to adjourn at 6:16 pm, second Vice Chairman Benedict. Vote: motion carried. 
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