TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

February 23rd, 2009
Present: Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Mickey Simmons, Manly Smith, Charles Hudson, Sammy Hammond, Cathy Tomon, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk. Absent: Jan Garber.
Public Attendance:  Town Manager Richard Casey, Councilman David Heath, Kelley Caldwell.   

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of January 26, 2009.  Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Davis stated that Jan Garber requested to be excused from the meeting. There was a motion to excuse Jan Garber and motion carried. 

Chairman Davis stated that there was no new business.
Chairman Davis said the next item on the agenda was under old business, the Subdivision Regulations review: private streets, performance bond and Section 7-2.1, Performance Guarantee, followed by the review of the rest of the subdivision regulation. If there is any time we will start the Zoning Ordinance review. Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers to review the color codes: yellow is for amendments to the ordinance that have been incorporated as adopted; light blue is for suggestions made by Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor; dark blue is the committee’s recommendations and white is the original document. 
After reviewing and discussion, Chairman Davis asked if there were is any objections to leave the language as is on Section 6-2.13 (c) Private Streets, there were none.  Chairman Davis stated that the Planning Board has reviewed Section 6-2.13 (c) Private Streets and asked for approval to leave the language as written, all agreed and motion carried.  
Chairman Davis asked to move to Section 7-2.1 Performance Guarantees. Chairman Davis asked that Nelson Taylor consider revising Section 7-2.1 (c) 3, because the language is also covered under Section 7-2.1 (c) 6.  Chairman Davis asked the Planning Board if there was any objection other than the consideration he suggested to the dark and light blue language, there was nothing else. He asked for approval to leave the language with the consideration to remove number 3, all agreed and motion carried.  

Chairman Davis stated that the next item is Section 7-2.2 Inspection of Improvements Guarantees.  After reviewing and discussion, Chairman Davis asked that under Section 7-2.2 (b), Release, reduction or extension of Performance Bond, we remove the words “or extension.” After discussion Chairman Davis asked the Planning Board if there was any objection to Section 7-2.2  other than the words “or extension” to be removed, there was nothing else, Chairman Davis moved to accept the dark and light blue language with the change requested, all agreed and motion carried.  
Chairman Davis asked where the Minor Subdivisions which may be reviewed and approved for recording by the Zoning Administrator came from.  Mr. Chambers stated that it has been there for many years. Mr. Chambers stated that if a subdivision of land is divided into five lots or less, is already on a public street, does not extend city water or city sewer, and it meets all the minimum design, it does not have to be brought to the Planning Board for approval.  
Chairman Davis asked that the following sentence be added to Section 2-3.1: “Provide information to the Planning Board at the next regular Planning Board meeting on the approved Minor Subdivision.”  The words “conditionally approved,” should be added to Section 5-3.4 (c), add to the end of paragraph Section 7-3.11, “Refer to Zoning Ordinance.”
Chuck Hudson moved to approve the revised Appendix B-Subdivision Regulations with changes as presented, seconded by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried. 
Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers to make corrections on spacing and number the pages. He also requested that the Planning Board be given a final copy after the Town Council has approved and all changes have been made.
Chairman Davis informed the members that the Clerk and he will get together and do the agenda to work on the sequence for the zoning ordinance. 

Chairman Davis asked Councilman Heath to give an update on the County Unified Development Ordinance. Councilman Heath stated that there is a significant amount of work to be done and we are trying to get one set of information that is consistent with all the regulations. Councilman Heath stated at this time we are on the definitions.   
Chairman Davis asked if there was no more business at this time, we need a motion to adjourn. Charles Hudson moved to adjourn at 6:26 pm. Vote: motion carried. 
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