TOWN OF NEWPORT

Planning Board Meeting

January 26th, 2009
Present: Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Mickey Simmons, Manly Smith, Charles Hudson, Sammy Hammond, Jan Garber, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Penny Weiss, Clerk. Absent: Cathy Tomon.
Public Attendance:  Town Manager Richard Casey, Jerry Hyatt, Sandy Koncal, Councilman David Heath.  

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
Chairman Davis asked to amend the agenda by adding a report from Vice Chairman Benedict on the non-dedicated and dedicated streets and to circulate a list to get emails of the board. 
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting of November 24th, 2008 as amended; line 19, page one second by Charles Hudson be changed to Vice Chairman Benedict. Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes as amended, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: motion carried. 

Chairman Davis introduced Jerry Hyatt to speak on why your city should become a “Tree City USA Community.” He passed out information to the planning board members and explained the attached 15 reasons to become a “Tree City USA Community”.  Mr. Hyatt introduced Sandy Koncal from the Carteret County Tree Awareness Group who also spoke positively for the Tree City USA Community program and encouraged the town to move forward with this.   Chairman Davis asked Mr. Chambers to explain our tree ordinance. Mr. Chambers stated that our tree ordinance is in the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulation and states that the town requires more than one tree with a minimum size of 5 gallons be planted on every lot and in the parking lot in new subdivisions.

Jan Garber asked if there were some committees available or if we needed to appoint a tree committee.  Mr. Casey, the town manager suggested that it might be a good idea to ask the Bud and Shrub Club to look into this.   
Chairman Davis stated that the next item on the agenda was the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulation. Mr. Chambers informed the Planning Board members that Nelson Taylor, the Town’s Attorney, had reviewed the draft copy which the Planning Board composed for the bonding requirements in the Subdivision Ordinance. He asked the Planning Board members to review it and if there were any questions to let him know. 
Chairman Davis asked the Planning Board members as they were examining these ordinances, to review the language in detail. Mr. Chambers explained the color codes; yellow is for amendments to the ordinance that have been incorporated as adopted; light blue is for suggestions made by Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor; dark blue is the committee’s recommendations and white is the original document. Vice Chairman Benedict asked to add the words “NCDOT Standards by the developer” at the end of the paragraph of Section 6-2.13 Streets, paragraph (c). 
 After a worthwhile discussion Chairman Davis stated that we will go through the Subdivision Regulations and start first with the private streets, second the performance bond and third, Section 7-2.1 Performance Guarantee followed by the review of the rest of the subdivision regulations and then move to the Zoning Ordinance and start reviewing it.  
Chairman Davis asked if there was any more business at this time. Charles Hudson moved to adjourn at 5:55 pm, second by Vice Chairman Benedict. Vote: motion carried. 
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