TOWN OF NEWPORT
Planning Board Meeting
November 16th, 2009
 Present:  Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Sammy Hammond, Cathy Tomon, Mickey Simmons, Manly Smith, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, and Kelley Caldwell.  Absent:  Charles Hudson.
Mr. Dick Casey, Town Manager and Billy Deruise were also present.
 
Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
 
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting on October 19, 2009. Mickey Simmons moved to approve the minutes as written, second by Cathy Tomon.  Vote:  Unanimous.
Chairman Davis noted that Chuck Hudson was still traveling and that it would be necessary to excuse him from the meeting.  Vice Chairman Bob Benedict moved to excuse Chuck Hudson from the meeting, second by Mickey Simmons.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Chairman Davis noted that Jan Garber has resigned effective immediately from the Planning Board and introduced Billy Deruise as a potential candidate.  Chairman Davis stated that Billy is a local businessman, owner of Shepardsville Antiques; and lives in the City limits.  He stated that there were other people interested in the position namely April Pike.  He mentioned he would like the Planning Board members to take the next couple of months to find potential candidates and invite them to the meetings to see if this is something they would be interested in participating in. 
Chairman Davis stated the next item on the agenda is continued discussion on the Town's Zoning Ordinance.  He stated that we would begin with Article 7 dealing with districts.  He also noted that the ordinance is not changed that often, however, state laws drive some of these changes.  The last time a change was made was to add Chapter 6 dealing with wellhead protection.  Chairman Davis then asked Bob Chambers if we had begun work on a windmill ordinance.  Bob suggested completing this project and tackling the windmill issue as a separate ordinance at a later time. 
Chairman Davis began with the ordinance as follows:
 7-0 stating no changes needed.
7-1 need definitions for the zoning R-20, R-20A or R20MH; Bob will define.
7-2 needs definition for R-15 district
7-3 Bob believes we kept the zoning R-8 and will research this fact for next meeting.  The minimum lot size allowed in town is 10,000 sq ft. Bob will correct the lot size requirements also.
7-4 RO, Residential Office. Specific dimensions for building sizes are needed.  Bob will use 7-4 to refer to 7-7.1 and tweak the definition.  7-7.1 (make into 2 sub paragraphs). Bob Benedict cautioned on deleting 7.4.  Bob Benedict suggested combining the two definitions in each section.
7-7.1 Chairman Davis suggested that a reference to the table be inserted in this section.  (table 7-9.1).
7-5 R-15D Chairman Davis asked for a definition of this zoning.  Bob Chambers said the D meant duplex.  Mr. Chambers stated that he would insert a reference to the definition.
7-6.1 Residential District Uses:  Mr. Chambers stated the "uses" in the left column are alphabetical and are 20 years old and may need to be updated or revised.  He also stated that   the right column in 7-6.1 tells what is permitted.  "X" means you can't do it, "P" means permitted, "S" is special use, and "C" is conditional use.  The difference in a Special use and a Conditional use is that Special uses are considered by the Board of Adjustments and Conditional uses are considered by the Town Council.
Chairman Davis asked why there was a star next to the "P*" under "Family Care Home".  Mr. Chambers stated the star has a definition which he will research and make the changes for the next meeting.
Chairman Davis next questioned the Permitted use of a Golf course in RO.  He suggested that it be changed to "X". Chairman Davis also suggested changing the "S" under R10 to an "X" and suggested that any future developer handle the situation as a PUD.  Mr. Chamber will mark R10 with a reference that it may be considered as a PUD.
Chairman Davis questioned the "Group Housing project" category and asked if Mr. Chambers would resolve the definition.
Chairman Davis then asked, what is the difference between Guest quarters attached and detached and Companion Unit attached and detached.   Mr. Chambers suggested that he would combine the two, but leave the definition in place.  He will also change the definition to reflect the use on page 47 (house vs. quarters).
Vice Chairman Bob Benedict suggested adding the word "current" before the word North Carolina in the section "Module home." 
Mr. Chambers stated that he would change the word "Public" to "Private" in the parks section.
Chairman Davis stated that we would pick up with section 7-7 at the next meeting.  He also stated that we will not have a meeting in the month of December. 
Vice Chairman Bob Benedict moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 pm, second by Mickey Simmons.  Vote:  Unanimous.
Respectfully submitted,
Kelley Caldwell
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