        TOWN OF NEWPORT                      

Planning Board Meeting

October 19, 2009

Present:  Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Jan Garber, Sammy Hammond, Cathy Tomon, Manly Smith, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, Kelley Caldwell.  Excused: Mickey Simmons.

Mr. Dick Casey, Town Manager was also present.

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.

Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting on September 21, 2009.  Jan Garber moved to approve the minutes, second by Vice Chairman Bob Benedict.  Vote:  Motion carries.

Chairman Davis then turned the Cedar Creek Village agenda item over to Town Planner, Bob Chambers.  Mr. Chambers stated this was a continuation of the Cedar Creek Village Planned Unit Development (PUD) discussion from our last meeting.  He noted that this is a preliminary plat review; and the only change is that the properties on the North and the South sides of Oscar Hill Road have been combined into one parcel.  The grading and drainage plans are attached along with a copy of the covenants.   Chairman Davis asked if there were any comments from the Department heads during the staff review.  Mr. Chambers said there were none.  Chairman Davis then asked about the road design standards.  Mr. Chambers stated that the road was designed by NCDOT standards and the Town has adopted the DOT subdivision design manual as our own standard.
Chairman Davis then suggested the Board review the Draft Covenants.  Jan Garber asked if the Home Owners Association could change or modify the covenants.  Mr. Chambers stated that the covenants are adopted as a part of the PUD and in his opinion any significant changes would be subject to any review process to amend the PUD.  Chairman Davis quoted from the draft covenants page 33 paragraph 13.  “The Association shall have the authority to adopt amendments to the Bylaws governing the business and affairs of the Association from time to time in the manner and procedures prescribed by the By laws and Articles of Incorporation”.  The discussion continued with concerns over the Covenants conflicting with the Town Ordinance.  Mr. Chambers stated the Covenants may be more restrictive then the Town Ordinance, however, the Town Ordinance takes precedence over any Covenants.
At the conclusion of the discussion of the Covenants Chairman Davis asked the Town Manager, Dick Casey, to contact Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor, to review page 33 paragraph 13 to determine what the legal impact will be.

Chairman Davis asked if anyone had any questions regarding the drawing.  Bob Benedict was concerned about the storm water drainage of the property noting the grading dead ends at the side properties.  Water will drain onto Oscar Hill road, which has shoulder ditches on each side.  Mr. Chambers stated Oscar Hill Road is a dirt road and the drainage will then go to the creek on Roberts Road.  Chairman Davis called for a motion.  Bob Benedict moved to approve the preliminary plat for the Cedar Creek Village Planned Unit Development, second by Jan Garber.  Vote:  Motion Carries.
Chairman Davis then called for a motion to excuse Mickey Simmons.  Manley Smith moved to excuse Mickey Simmons, second by Cathy Tomon.  Vote:  Motion Carries.

Chairman Davis asked if anyone had any objections to skipping the review of the zoning ordinance, there being none Chairman Davis entertained a motion to adjourn.  Jan Garber moved to adjourn at 5:35 p.m., seconded by Bob Benedict.  Vote: Motion Carries.

Respectfully Submitted,                                                     John Davis 

Kelley Caldwell                                                                    Chairman
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