                    TOWN OF NEWPORT


Planning Board Meeting
February 15th, 2010
 Present:  Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Sammy Hammond, Cathy Tomon, Mickey Simmons, Charles Hudson, Manly Smith, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, and Clerk, Penny Weiss.  
Public Attendance: Dick Casey, Town Manager, Howard Nichols, Derek Smith
 
Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
 
Vice Chairman Benedict suggested that Chairman Davis appoint a committee to go through Chapter 7 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Vice Chairman Benedict moved to have this added to the agenda under new business, second by Sammy Hammond. Vote: unanimous.   
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting on November 16th, 2009. Mickey Simmons asked that there be a correction to the minutes by indicating his attendance.  Vice Chairman Benedict moved to moved to approve the minutes with the correction, second by Mickey Simmons.  Vote:  Unanimous.
Chairman Davis said the next item on the agenda under new business is the Preliminary Plat for Gracelyn Park, Section IV owned by Dale Britt.  Mr. Chambers stated that the engineering firm was present to answer any questions that the Planning Board members have. Mr. Chambers stated that the red lines on the map were concerns from Clay Dulaney on the water/sewer issues and they are being worked on.  He stated that he has copies of the permits for water/sewer and he has not received a copy for the environmental permits (i.e. grading permit, stormwater) and those permits cannot be sent off until Clay Dulaney and the Mayor sign them.  He stated that Mr. Dulaney’s concerns are about pipe size, grade of the pipe, water valves, etc which are very important to him. The engineer stated that he met with Mr. Dulaney and submitted the construction plans to him with the specification permit and made all the corrections. Mr. Chambers stated that he did not have those corrected plans.   
Chairman Davis stated that we need to keep track of issues as they are addressed. Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Dulaney is not going to sign off and approve this until he sees a revised set of plans addressing his concerns and we do not have that at this time. The other issue is drainage. Chairman Davis asked what other changes have been noted by the Town staff.  Mr. Nichols stated that the other major change is fire hydrants pressure. Mr. Chambers stated that Clay Dulaney is reviewing a set of the plans that was based on comments at the last meeting.  Mr. Smith said that the state requirements state that fire hydrants have to have 500 gallons per minute and still maintain 20 psi and that is what this does, plus the town ordinance stated they be no more than 500 feet apart.  
Vice Chairman Benedict stated that he did not like property that will not drain and requested that a swale be added for drainage. Mr. Nichols stated that he would put in the swale on the back of the lots for drainage. Chairman Davis stated that he has a problem sending unfinished business through the Planning Board to the Town Council. He stated that he wanted to make sure all department heads sign off and there are some that have not at this time.  Vice Chairman Benedict asked them to proceed with getting all the information in order and bring a full set of corrected plans back so we can sign off on them.    
After a lengthy discussion, Chairman Davis stated at this time there are two major issues that need addressing. Clay Dulaney and the Developer need to get the design of the water/sewer issues resolved, bond for the grading work, add a foot note #11 indicating a 5 foot drainage and utility easement along all property lines and a swale for the drainage behind the two lots. 

Charles Hudson moved to table the Preliminary Plat for Gracelyn Park, Section IV until the above issues have been addressed and approvals are met, second by Cathy Tomon. Vote: unanimous.
Chairman Davis stated that the next item on the agenda was added to appoint a committee for Chapter 7-Permitted Uses in each district and bring the changes or referrals back to the Planning Board and use all available resources such as the Council of Government, internet and other local municipalities. Chairman Davis appointed Bob Benedict, Bob Chambers, Sammy Hammond and, if needed, Cathy Tomon.  Chairman Davis stated that this committee will report back at the next Planning Board meeting. 
Vice Chairman Benedict asked the Clerk to send a letter if a preliminary plat is turned down.  Chairman Davis stated to send them of copy of the minutes.  Clerk stated that she would.

Chairman Davis informed everyone that Billy Deruise has an interest in serving on the Planning Board.  He asked if anyone else had anyone approach them that was interested. There were none.  Sammy Hammond recommended Billy Deruise to the Town Council to fill the vacancy on the Planning Board, second by Cathy Tomon. Vote: unanimous.  

Bob Chambers stated that Manley Smith’s and Mickey Simmon’s terms are up for reappointment. A request for reappointment needs to go to the County for the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction members. 

Charles Hudson moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 pm, second by Mickey Simmons.  Vote:  Unanimous.
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