                       TOWN OF NEWPORT


                     Planning Board Meeting
 

October 18th, 2010 
Present:  Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Mickey Simmons, Cathy Tomon, and Charles Hudson, Robert Chambers, Town Planner, and Clerk, Penny Weiss. Absent: William Deruise, Manly Smith, and Sammy Hammond.
Public Attendance: Dick Casey, Tim Turner, Kim Willis.
 

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none.  Charles Hudson moved to approve the agenda as presented, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous.
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting on September 28th, 2010. Chairman Davis stated that on page 1, line 14 delete “Chairman Davis” moved and add “Sammy Hammond” moved. Charles Hudson moved to approve the minutes with correction, second by Mickey Simmons.  Vote:  Unanimous.
Cathy Tomon moved to excuse Vice Chairman Bob Benedict and Charles Hudson from the September 22nd, 2010 meeting, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous.

Vice Chairman Bob Benedict moved to excuse Sammy Hammond and Manly Smith at this meeting, second by Charles Hudson. Vote: unanimous.

There was discussion on Mr. William Deruise’s attendance record. Chairman Davis asked the Clerk to write a letter to Mr. Deruise addressing his absences. The Rules of Procedures state that if a member has 3 unexcused absences in a 12 month period he is to be removed from the Board.   
Mr. Chambers passed around information on what the Compass Pointe apartment complex would look like. Chairman Davis stated that there were two issues he would like to see on the preliminary plat when it is brought before us.  One is having the Stormwater Plan fully laid out and the second is a requirement for suitability physical assessment of the service road that enters into this development. Mr. Chamber informed them that Mr. Conner has hired an engineer to repair that service road to bring it up to standards, which is a requirement before phase two of the Coves of Newport is to be built.    

Mr. Chambers also informed them that the Town of Newport has to have a Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan which is going to a public hearing next month and said he had copies of the executive report if anyone needed them. 

Chairman Davis stated that the next item on the agenda is a request to rezone property from R-20A Single Family to R-20 Residential Agricultural. Mr. Chambers stated that Kim Willis is here and she is the owner of Coastal Heritage Builders. She has requested her property located near the intersection of Hwy 70 and Chatham Street as depicted on the attached maps be rezoned from R-20A to R-20. He explained that some of the permitted uses in the R-20 zone are residential, agricultural and farming. There are a lot of wetlands on this property and the owners use this property as a hunting reserve now. After some discussion, Mickey Simmons moved to approve the rezoning of the property located at intersection of Hwy 70 and Chatham Street from R-20A Single Family to R-20 Residential Agricultural and recommended this go to the Town Council for approval, second by Cathy Tomon. Vote: unanimous. 

Bob Chambers passed out draft copies of Chapter 7 of the Zoning Ordinance and asked the members to review it and bring changes to be reviewed so this can be finalized at the meeting in November. 

Mr. Casey asked to revisit the issue of sending Mr. Deruise a letter regarding his unexcused absences. He noted that doing so would not be in compliance with the Planning Board Rules of Procedures.

Chairman Davis said if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  Charles Hudson moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 pm, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote:  Unanimous.
Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC
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