                       TOWN OF NEWPORT


         Planning Board Meeting

September 28th, 2010 
Present:  Chairman John Davis, Manly Smith, Mickey Simmons, Sammy Hammond, William Deruise, Cathy Tomon, and Robert Chambers, Town Planner, and Clerk, Penny Weiss. Absent: Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, Charles Hudson.
Public Attendance: Dick Casey, Mayor Derryl Garner, Bena Weires, Frank Blunt, David Heath, Stephen Blizzard, Ken Davis, Jay Conner, Wallace Conner, CD Whitlow, Tom Taft, Mike McCarty, John Helms, Ron Cullipher, Andrew Topp. 
 

Chairman Davis called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He asked to amend the agenda by adding Zoning Ordinance Amendments. Sammy Hammond moved to approve the agenda as amended, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous.
Chairman Davis asked for approval of the minutes for the meeting on August 16th, 2010. Chairman Davis asked if there were any changes to the minutes. There being none, Mickey Simmons moved to approve the minutes as submitted, second by Sammy Hammond.  Vote:  Unanimous.

Chairman Davis stated that the next item on the agenda is the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. Bob Chambers informed the Planning Board members that he recommended the following amendments be approved in Article XVI, Section 16 of the Zoning Ordinance. After a worthwhile discussion with all questions and concerns answered, Chairman Davis asked for a motion for the following changes:
· Repeal Section 16-1 paragraph c. that deals with a PUD in Residential Office (RO) district.

· Amend Section 16-8.2 paragraph 2 maximum density to be 16 Units per acre for multi-story dwelling units.

· Amend Section 16-8.2 paragraph 4 Height- No building shall exceed thirty (30) feet and change Height to read-No Building shall exceed (35) feet in height for residential building.  
Mickey Simmons moved to amend the Zoning Ordinance, Article XVI, Section 16 as requested, second by William Deruise. Vote: unanimous. 
Chairman Davis stated that the next item on the agenda is the Sketch Plan for Compass Pointe Apartments by Taft Family Offices.  Chairman Davis recognized Mr. Chambers.  Mr. Chambers stated that Taft Family Offices is proposing tonight a 312 unit apartment complex on property that is going to be purchased from Conner Properties, Inc. next to The Coves of Newport.
Mr. Chambers stated that they are going to propose phase 1, with 192 units, which will consist of 24 dwelling units per building. They will be 3 stories high; there will be fire sprinklers installed; a recreation building with a swimming pool, with recreational parks to include two “doggie” parks.  The project will be annexed, which will allow water and sewer to be available.
Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Thomas Taft.  Mr. Taft stated that he would like to thank everyone for the opportunity to be here and to speak with you (application letter attached). He stated that he was excited to get this underway and will meet all the requirements needed. Andrew McCarty passed out the proposed project Traffic Impact Assessment and explained the intersection traffic and what impact this project will have on it (attached).
There were concerns and questions on the parking issues, the entrances into the project and the exits in the project. After a worthwhile discussion with all questions and concerns answered, Chairman Davis asked for a motion.  
Sammy Hammond moved to approve the Sketch Plan for Compass Pointe Apartments as presented, contingent on adding the required parking spaces, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote: unanimous.
Chairman Davis said if there was nothing else to come before the Planning Board, he would ask for a motion to adjourn.  Sammy Hammond moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 pm, second by Mickey Simmons. Vote:  Unanimous.
Penny G. Weiss, CMC, CTC
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