TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

August 2nd, 2006

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Town Manager Ronald Mason, and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. Absent: Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck
Councilman Davis moved to excuse Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck from the meeting, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 4-0.

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 p.m. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner presented the agenda for adoption. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of June 5th, June 23rd, and Special Meeting June 30th, 2006. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner recognized County Commissioner Ray Muns. Commissioner Muns stated that he wanted to clear up some rumors of that he was not supporting the Parks and Recreation for the Town of Newport area.  This is not true, he replied. He read statements which he had made at meetings he had attended and was overly supportive for Newport as far back as May 20th, 2004. 

County Commissioner Jonathan Roberson who also attended the meeting added, that if there was anything he could do, he would and thanked the Council. Mayor Garner introduced Commissioner Robinson’s son, Matthew Robinson, who is working towards his Eagle Rank in Boy Scouts. 
Mayor Garner thanked the County Commissioners for attending the meeting tonight and hoped they would come again.
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing on William Brown property was held on July 5th, and the request was made by their Attorney that action be delayed on the Zoning request until the meeting in September. 
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Mason stated that a copy of the financial statement was provided to each Council member for review. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments at this time. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers informed Council that a portion of the property through which the Johnny Carroll ditch flows, has been sold to the developer of South Park and it is his plan to re-route the ditch. Mayor Garner asked Mr. Chambers if DENR would not have to give their approval on the relocation of this ditch. He replied, “Yes”. 
Mayor Garner appointed Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck, Councilman Lindblade, and the members of the Planning Board as a Committee for the Stormwater Ordinance and Management Program Proposal. 
Recreation Dept. No comment at this time.

Police Dept.  – Chief Clark thanked all the departments publicly for their assistance in the preparation of the National Night Out. Mayor Garner expressed thanks to Lori Willis for heading the event and on behalf of the Council expressed appreciation to the volunteers and to those who attended.
Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt stated in his report that the Jaws-of-Life is malfunctioning. The ram extension in this unit has exceeded its 20 year span and he is requesting permission to purchase a newer one. He had a price from Newton Fire & Safety for a 6 hp Briggs & Stratton unit that will run 3 accessories at the same time for $5,600. He added that he can purchase a demo unit which will bring us back up with a Jaws-of-Life capability. He stated also that this was not a budgeted item. He added that the second unit at the Fire Station will be used for training and a back up unit. Jimmy Bristle, Fleet Maintenance Supervisor supported Chief Holt’s assessment of the situation. Councilman Lindblade stated that this is a vital piece of equipment for Rescue Operations that needs replacing. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve an emergency item, a Jaws-of-Life Unit to be purchased immediately, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Councilman Davis asked if the County could help with purchasing a new Jaws-of-Life unit with the two cents from the Fire Tax they are holding for emergency use.  Council asked the Manager to contact the County Manager for assistance on this piece of Fire Department equipment. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1absent. 

Water/Sewer – No comment at this time.  
Buildings & Grounds – No comment at this time. 
Fleet Maintenance – No comments at this time. 
Councilman Lindblade stated that he was under the impression that the computer system for the Police Department which Council had earlier agreed upon was in the budget. Mr. Mason said there was discussion on the system and he did not remember Council telling him to include it. He apologized and stated that Councilman Blizzard had a motion to present to Council on this matter.  Councilman Blizzard moved that $48,408.38 be taken from the General Fund surplus and added to the General Fund Budget line 10-3084-00 making the line $423,652.38; that the Police expense line 10-5200-74 be increased from $4,000.00 to $52,408.38 and that the total General Fund Budget be increased by $48,408.38 to $2,328,119.38 and the total 06-07 budget be increased by $48,408.38 to $4,149,619.38, seconded by Councilman Blunt, Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Mason introduced Mr. Carl Tilghman, Carteret County Tax Administrator. Mr. Tilghman explained about the preparation of the revaluation for the 2007 Tax year which will become effective January 1, 2007. Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Tilghman for his presentation.

Mayor Garner informed the Council that we have been requested by the County Transportation Commissioners to provide a Resolution in support of a Bypass from the proposed Havelock Bypass to Highway 101, then to N.C. State Port at Morehead City. Mayor Garner presented the Resolution attached. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Resolution to begin a study of the possibility of building a bypass, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Discussion, Councilman Lindblade stated that he had concerns for Newport’s economy and asked if there was a time table, because the Department of Transportation has a long history of dragging their feet.  Mayor Garner stated that he did not know a time table and could not answer that question. He said that there are a lot of studies being made and are continuing to be made, but did not believe that it would have an adverse affect on Newport. Mayor Garner explained that there were 67 traffic lights from Morehead City to Raleigh and they have run scenarios in reference to the amount of time lost and gasoline burned as a result of having to obey those lights. Councilman Lindblade said he didn’t think he could support this without more information. Councilman Davis said there was a map showing where it was going, a letter from the DOT and he thought it should be called the Highway 101 bypass instead of the U.S. 70 Bypass. Mayor Garner said that the same issues were questioned when the Bypass 70 was starting over 40 years ago. Mayor Garner asked for Councils support.  Vote: 2 ayes, 2 nays, when there is a tie, Mayor, Can vote. Mayor voted for the Resolution making it a Vote: 3 ayes, 2 nays motion carried.  
Council Blunt moved that the 1991 Ford Ambulance be given to the Police Department and the Surplus Vehicle be returned to the State, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the good job they continue to do. Council thanked County Commissioners Ray Muns, Jonathan Robinson and Carl Tilghman for coming to the meeting. Council also expressed their appreciations to the Police and all the Town Departments for a good job on the National Night Out event. Councilman Davis asked Mr. Taylor, if the property by the New Well by Britthaven has resolved. He replied, “yes”. Councilman Davis also thanked Josie Mullins with the Newport Voice and Mark Hibbs with the Carteret News Times for the good coverage we receive in those news papers. He asked if there was any progress concerning elevating the water tank at the Sub-Station. Mr. Mason replied that he had not heard anything from Buddy Smith nor had the Mayor.  Mayor Garner asked Councilman Davis if he too would pursue this matter. Councilman Davis asked Mr. Chambers; how far along was he on the web page. Mr. Chambers replied that it was being worked on and that he would have an update at the next meeting. Again Council thanked Lori Willis, for a fine job with the National Night Out. Councilman Davis thanked Chief Holt on the new format of the Fire Department monthly report. Councilman Blizzard asked Mr. Tilghman if there was a way to help the elderly with their taxes.  Mr. Tilghman stated “yes”.  He cited the Homestead exemption act for persons 65 or over with a minimum gross income of approximately $19,700.    
Councilman Blunt moved to start the process for recruiting for a Town Manager, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: 3 ayes, 1 nay, (Blizzard), 1 absent.
Mayor Garner asked Council to consider a strategic planning meeting in September to be held some place other than City Hall and enlisting a facilitator rather than a member of staff. He stated that we need to be thinking about a five year plan and he asked Councils thoughts on this.  Councilman Lindblade said he thought there was a very much need for this.
Mayor Garner stated also that the Civilian Military Community Council has asked that Newport host the meeting on August 17, 2006 with lunch at 12 noon. The CMCC is 26 years old and Newport has been a member the entire 26 years. Mayor Garner also requested that Kenneth Davis be named as his alternant to the Civilian Military Council. Mayor Garner stated that he would be stepping down from that position when his term is up and felt that Ken Davis would be an excellent replacement. Councilman Lindblade moved to make Kenneth Davis the alternant to the CMCC, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.   

Mayor Garner gave a brief history of the Newport Library. He stated that the building is 20 years old and the shingles need replacing. He added that the building belongs to the Town of Newport. He realizes that this is not a budgeted item; however he requested that the Council evaluate the situation and make a recommendation.  Councilman Blizzard also added that the Friends of the Library were raising money to furnish the new addition to the Library and for anyone who wanted to donate monies; it would be very much appreciated.  

Councilman Blizzard moved to go into closed session at 9:32 pm for the purpose of the evaluation of personnel, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner requested a five minute recess.
Discussion was held regarding responsibilities; job performances of four named individuals.
Councilman Blunt moved to go out of the closed session and back to the regular session at 10:25 pm, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner stated that as agreed upon by Council, no action would be taken tonight at this meeting.  

Mayor Garner announced a work session for August 11th, 2006 at 2:00 pm.  Councilman Blunt and Councilman Lindblade stated that it would be beneficial for the Clerk to be at the work session and also invited Mark Hibbs, Carteret News Times. 
Councilman Lindblade moved to adjourned at 10:25 pm, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
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