TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

December 5th, 2006

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Derek Taylor and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any changes to the agenda. He cited one and asked to add the Contract with the Interim Manager as item 9a. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as amended, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of November 8th, 2006. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0 and asked that the minutes for the meeting of November 28th, 2006 be presented in January 2007.

Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner stated that at this time we extend the courtesy of the podium to our citizens who wish to make statements or ask questions of Council. 

C. D. Whitlow asked, “What were the requirements to be on the Planning Board?”  Mayor Garner referred to Bob Chambers to answer this question. Mr. Chambers stated to become a member there must first be a vacancy and the person interested has to display a certain interest to the Planning Board. He added that the Town Council recommends individuals from the extra-territorial jurisdiction and the County can approve or disapprove their appointments. 

Dora Irving, County Coordinator for the Coastal Community Action is representing the Governors Outstanding Volunteer Program of the Year Award. She said that the two volunteers to be recognized are outstanding individuals who give their time to make this Community a safer and better place and as a County Coordinator she is proud of their commitment and willingness to serve.  She stated that Ms. Edna Pincus and Mr. Ellis Jones where the two from Carteret County chosen for this award.  She presented each with a pin for the North Carolina Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service and read the letter that both Volunteers received from the Governor. It reads as follows:

Congratulations on your North Carolina Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service.  You have joined a distinguished group of more than 15,500 volunteers on North Carolina who have received this honor since 1979.  Volunteers are at the heart of the long-standing tradition of community service in our state. Your work enriches and improved the lives of others everyday, in countless ways.  You serve as a positive role model who makes a difference in the lives of others. You should truly be proud of your award and all you have accomplished as an outstanding volunteer.  Our service is admirable and your contributions to the state are immeasurable. Thanks for all you do.   With kindness regards Governor Michael F. Easley. 

Ms Irving also said that Mr. Ellis Jones was nominated for the Medallion Award.  Mayor Garner led an applause on behalf of the Honorees and expressed appreciation for them both and our other volunteers who are so important to the Town.  

Mayor introduced Julie Doshier, President of Recreation Advisory Board.  Ms. Doshier stated that at the last recreation meeting the discussion was brought up regarding painting the community building.  She said she was here tonight to request that the Town buy the paint and have the inmates provide the labor. Discussion followed as to what color it should be painted. It was suggested that since it is closest to the Little League Concession Stand and dugouts it should be white trimmed in blue.  Mr. CD Whitlow stated that the color blue will match the Newport sign on the highway as you enter onto Howard Blvd.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to purchase the paint for the Community Building out of the line item Civic Projects Maintenance, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Dan Oliver, Manager Community Relations of Progress Energy East of I-95. Mr. Oliver thanked the Manager for including him on the Agenda. He then shared information about the (NCCBI) North Carolina Citizens Business Industry an organization which serves as a statewide Chamber of Commerce. He asked that the Town of Newport consider membership in the organization. Councilman Davis asked Mr. Oliver for an example of how other Towns have benefited from your organization. Mr. Oliver stated that intangible benefits are significant. He further stated that our becoming a member would indicate local business community support and that it would be virbrate and successful. Mayor Garner thanked him for the presentation and stated that the Council would take it under consideration. 

Mayor Garner introduced Mr. Ed Wyatt, Interim Manager. Mr. Wyatt informed the Council that he was looking forward to working with the staff on the projects that were in process and he was pleased to be here. 

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments.  
Building Inspector. – No comments.  

Recreation Dept. No comments.

Police Dept.  – No Comments.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt informed Council that during the regular business meeting, the elections for officers was held and the outcome of the election is as follows:  

Assistant Chief’s – Kane Johnson/Eric Stephenson

Captains – Joe Smith/ Joey Mullins

Lieutenants – Eugene Clark/Eric Slaughter

Secretary – Pat Truby

Chaplain – Chuck Hudson

Chief Holt stated that all positions remained the same with the exception of Eric Slaughter being voted in as a Lieutenant. Chief Holt recommended that the Assistant Chiefs, Secretary and Chaplain be approved as these positions were elected by acclamation. He also recommended that the two positions for Captain and two positions for Lieutenant not be approved until he meets with the Town Attorney and discusses the matter in full with him. He stated that, quote: “We feel that holding re-election for the positions of Captain’s and Lieutenant’s would be the only fair solution to the problem.” Councilman Blunt moved to approve the positions of the Assistant Chiefs, Secretary and Chaplain for 2007 at this time and have a re-election on the Captains and Lieutenants positions at a later date, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Water/Sewer – No comments.  

Buildings & Grounds – No comments.  

Fleet Maintenance – No comments. 

Mayor Garner introduced Mr. Chambers for the next item on the agenda. Mr. Chambers said that Mr. Conner was out of state on a business trip and asked him to represent him. Mr. Chambers stated that last month a public hearing was held and was duly published and announced. He added that the Planning Staff had met and was satisfied with the proposed changes.

Mr. Chambers informed Council that recommendation tonight is to amend the Conditional Use Permit for the “Coves at Newport” to re-route the Main Blvd. “Cove Drive” to intersect with “Seagrove Cove” and “Discovery Cove” with a modified cul-de-sac, slightly widen “Island Cove” and extend it along side of the shopping center to intersect with the service road, to add a sales office to the North side of the Dollar General and to dedicate the new portion of the service road, “Old Fashioned Way” to the Town.

There were concerns from Councilman Blizzard that the entrance and exit of the coves should stay with the original plan. Chief Clark again stated that he felt that the proposed change was safer than the original plan and explained that the entrance on Nine Foot Road would get more congested.  Councilman Blizzard stated that he was against the change of the Coves.

Councilman Lindblade moved to amend the Conditional Use Permit for the “Coves at Newport” to re-route the Main Blvd. “Cove Drive” to intersect with “Seagrove Cove” and “Discovery Cove” with a modified cul-de-sac, slightly widen “Island Cove” and extend it along side of the shopping center to intersect with the service road, to add a sales office to the North side of the Dollar General and to dedicate the new portion of the service road, “Old Fashioned Way” to the Town, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck Vote: motion carried by 4 ayes and 1 nay. (Councilman Blizzard)

Mayor Garner introduced Mr. Chambers. Mr. Chambers informed Council that the public hearing on the rezoning of Mr. Frank Kivett’s property was held last month and Council asked that action on the request be tabled until the Planning Board meets again on this matter.  The Planning Board met November 27th and in regular session to re-consider the zoning request by Mr. Kivett to amend the rezoning of 10.21 acres located on the South-west side of Highway 70 between the Newport River at the bridge on Highway 70 and Newport River Shoppe’s Shopping Center, parcel # 633820728267000 from Residential R-20 to Commercial Highway (CH). 

Mr. Chambers stated that after a considerable amount of discussion on this matter the Planning Board decided that there were enough environmental controls in place, such as the flood ordinance, wetlands, and DWQ requirements that amending the zoning was no problem and asked that the amendment be adopted.   

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adopt the ordinance number Z200602, to amend the Town of Newport zoning map and to rezone 10.21 acres from Residential (R-20) to Commercial Highway (CH) zone, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Councilman Davis moved to amend the annual budget for the appropriation of additional money from the Homeland Security Grant to the Fire Department line items as attached, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mayor Garner informed the Council that they all agreed on the contract for the Interim Manager position with Mr. Ed Wyatt and it needs Councils approval.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the attached contract with Ed Wyatt for the Interim Manager position (attached), seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved that the Council designate Ed Wyatt, Interim Manager as the person to hold hearings, conduct necessary proceedings and to execute such documents and agreements to participate in the debt setoff program, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner announced that the Employees Christmas breakfast at the Golden Coral in Morehead City on Friday, December 22nd, 2006 at 8:00 am including Planning Board, Board of Adjustment, Library employees, and Town Attorney has been confirmed.

Mayor Garner informed the Council of the meeting on the 19th, of December with Ms. Judy Hills, reference the Manager search for the Town of Newport in the Remembrance room at 4:30 pm. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the good job they continue to do and thanked the constituents for coming tonight and wished everyone “Happy Holidays.  Council congratulated Ms. Pincus and Mr. Jones for a fine volunteer effort. Councilman Davis thanked the Street Department for the Flag Pole in the Cedar Grove Cemetery furnished by the Woodmen of the World.  He also asked if he would get with Buddy Smith reference to the Water Tank at the Sub Station.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck referred to the debris on Newport Circle after the Storm that was off the coast.     
Mayor stated that if there was nothing else to come before Council at this time, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck approved, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m.
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