TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

July 5th, 2006

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Town Manager Ronald Mason, Derek Taylor and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 p.m. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Eric Lindblade gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner presented the agenda for adoption. Councilman Davis requested that the Council change the regular meeting of August 1st, to August 2nd, due to the National Night Out in the Newport Park and to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of June 5th, June 23rd, and June 30th, 2006. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Citizens Comments:  

William Stokes, 2118 South Lakeview Drive voiced a complaint regarding the ditch behind his house which he says is on the line separating his property from Mr. Allen Mann’s property. He stated that Mr. Mann had placed debris in the ditch which keeps it from draining his property and that his neighbors Mr. Cecil Sherrill of 2114 South Lakeview and Mr. Chester Mears 2116 South Lakeview; also Frank Benton is one of the adjoining property owners. Mr. Stokes that when we have just a normal rain that water comes up in their yards. Mr. Mason stated that the ditch in question is not a Town ditch, but as a courtesy to the property owners, the Town has cleaned it in the past. 

Mr. Mears gave a history on how the ditch came into being. He stated that some 46 years ago, Dr. Mason; then owner of the property now owned by Mr. Mann approached property owners adjoining his property regarding establishing a ditch which would drain both properties. The ditch would be located on the property line and the cost was $100 per property owner. All of the property owners participated. Mr. Mann maintains that the ditch is located on his property and that he has a right to close it.  The Mayor stated that he would talk with Mr. Mann and try to resolve the problem however he did not guarantee positive results.  The Mayor asked the Manager and the Public Works Director to provide any remedial assistance possible to the property owners.

Fred Decker advised the Council that he is looking for property on which to build a bowling alley in Newport. He said that Carteret Lanes in Morehead City has closed and he would be working with Mr. Chambers the next two weeks looking for property.

Shawn Inman, President of Pop Warner Football informed Council that the bathrooms for the Pop Warner field are not adequate to accommodate the number of people attending the games.  He requested town assistance in increasing the number of bathrooms.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck advised Mr. Inman that the Recreation Board is working on this issue to possibly relocate them. Hopefully the Board of Education Maintenance Department will assist in the project.   

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Mason stated that a copy of the financial statement was provided to each Council member for review. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments at this time. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers informed Council he failed to get an item on the agenda.  He recommended that Council approve the preliminary plat for the Phase II of Ashley Place Subdivision. He stated that the Planning Board has approved this plat and the staff has gone over the plan. Councilman Davis asked what If a waterline going through the homeowner’s property needed repairing?  Mr. Chambers stated informed Councilman Davis that there will be an easement, which would accommodate such a situation.  Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the Preliminary Plat Plan for Ashley Place Subdivision, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Recreation Dept. No comment at this time.

Police Dept. – No comment at this time. 

Fire/Rescue – No comment at this time.  

Water/Sewer – Mr. Dulaney stated that he had contacted the two lowest bidders who had bid on the generator for the Lift Station last winter. The only response that he had received was from Gregory Poole Power Systems. The Generator and automatic transfer switch totals $18,840 and that is plus freight and taxes. Water/Sewer Department will install it and a local electrician will wire it which will cost an additional $7,000 making the total project cost approximately $25,000. Manager recommends that we purchase this generator. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to purchase the Generator from Gregory Poole Power Systems for a cost of $18,840 and to consider hiring the electrician for a total of $25,000, seconded Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Buildings & Grounds – No comment at this time.  Councilman Lindblade reminded Council that in 2002 St. James United Methodist Church had requested assistance in slowing down motorist on Main Street by using speed bumps and asked why this request has not been taken care of.  Mayor Garner informed Councilman Lindblade that if he remembered correctly the street was widened, resurfaced, and the speed limit was changed and that large trucks were rerouted off the street hoping to improve the problem. Councilman Lindblade emphasized that he was concerned about someone would be injured as a tragedy occurs and wanted to know why this had not been looked into further. After discussion. Councilman Lindblade moved to place rumble strips or speed humps on both sides of the cross walk on Mann Street, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Chief Clark informed Council that if anyone wanted to attend a meeting on the 17th, of July in Havelock on safety matters to let him know.

Fleet Maintenance – No comments at this time. Mr. Mason informed Council that Jimmy Bristle has accompanied the Company that tests the Fire Trucks. He stated that they all passed.

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck opened the public hearing at 8:32 p.m. on rezoning a Portion of Property at the Intersection of Roberts Road and Highway 70 from (LI) Light Industrial to (CH) Commercial Highway, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Mr. Chambers recommended that Council approve the rezoning request from Wildwood Road, LLC, which has been reviewed and approved by the Planning Board; it has been duly advertised with a sign placed on the property and letters sent to the adjoining property owners as required by the Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Chambers stated that there was one comment from Mr. Williams wishing his property to be included.  Mayor Garner informed everyone that a public hearing is for the public to make comments or ask questions.  Mr. Whitford, Attorney for Mr. William Brown stated that the Zoning Officer gave a good presentation. He added that at the current time there is a line between the 31 acres. We are trying to get all the 31 acres zoned Commercial Highway. He requested that Council not act on this tonight but he would like to come back next month to be considered. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to close the public hearing at 8:46 p.m. seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked that the public hearing for the 2006-2007 Budget be canceled. He then recognized the Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor. Mr. Taylor state that the budget was presented to the Council on June 30th, and the statutes requires a ten (10) day period between the time that you have received the budget and the time the public hearing is to be held and it has not been ten (10) days. Councilman Davis moved to reschedule the public hearing for the proposed 2006-2007 budget on July14th, 2006 at 2:00 pm, Seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. (This meeting was rescheduled to July 20th, 2006).
Mr. Mason requested that Council moved to adopt this USDA Legal Agreement which is in connection with the Improvements of the Wastewater and authorize the mayor and Clerk to sign.  Mayor Garner said that there are two motions; first one is to approve the contract with the USDA Legal Services proposal to assist the Town in the year end closing with signatures of the Mayor and Clerk, second is the USDA audit financial records. Councilman Lindblade moved that the two items be approved above, with the USDA seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Mason informed the Council that there were four (4) Audit proposals and Brian Starnes of Martin, Starnes & Associates, CPA’s, P.A from Hickory N. C. is present tonight. The Manager recognized Mr. Starnes and he explained that the Town does not need two audits. The Finance Officer does to the best of his/her ability throughout the fiscal year, and then the CPA firm will come in and go over the information for the year end audit.  Councilman Davis added that he was impressed with the compliments he had received from their previous employers. Councilman Davis move to approve the Contract with Martin, Starnes & Associates to do the year end closing and the final audit for the fiscal year ending 2005-2006, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
The Manager recognized Jimmy Bristle, President of the Newport Pig Cooking Association. Mr. Bristle requested permission to remove 19 trees from the park. He stated that not only will it provide more space for the pig cooking, but it will allow a number of diseased beetle infested trees to be removed. He added that the debris would be removed. Councilman Blunt moved to allow the Newport Pig Cooking to remove the 19 trees in the Site Plan II on the attached map as presented, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Mason informed Council that in the Water & Sewer Ordinance Section 6.09 is reserved. It is his recommendation that the following paragraph be added:

Miscellaneous fees “All Impact fee and Facility fees received by the Town of Newport shall be credited and deposits equally to the General Fund and Water & Sewer Fund”. 
Council was concerned as to whether this would meet the approval of the Local Government Commission. After some discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to delay considering the recommendation until the meeting on the 14th, of July 2006, (later changed to July 20th, 2006), seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Chambers stated that it was brought to his attention that some of the stop signs within the Town may not have an Ordinance associated with them. He said that over the years there are a few signs that have been installed without including them in the ordinance. He recommended that the attached GIS map and an ordinance drafted by the Town Attorney be adopted showing locations of all the stop signs. This will cancel any ordinances previously in the ordinance books.  Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the GIS map and the Traffic Control Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Chambers requested that the CAMA Land Use Plan be re-advertised for the September 5th, meeting at 7:45 p.m.  The reason is that when it was presented in May at the public hearing it was not duly advertised.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to reschedule a public hearing on the CAMA land Use Plan for September 5th, meeting at 7:45 p.m. seconded by Councilman Blunt, Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Councilman Blunt moved to put the 1991 Ford Ambulance on the August 2nd, agenda to take appropriate action on its disposition, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the good job they are doing. They also thanked the citizens who attended and expressed appreciation to Jeff Clark for being appointed to serve on the N.C. Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service from Governor Easley. Jimmy Bristle informed the Council that the Company that does funnel cakes will be at the Pig Cooking Building at 1 pm on Wednesday, to test the machine. 

Councilman Blunt moved to adjourned at 9:45 pm, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
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