TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

November 8th, 2006
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Derek Taylor and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. Mr. Wade Nelms gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any changes to the agenda. Councilman Blunt asked to add the Christmas Bonuses and Christmas Breakfast time and date after item 9. Mayor Garner asked that item 7 be deleted. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the agenda as amended, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of October 3rd, 2006. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of October 10th, 2006. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of October 19th, 2006. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of October 24th, 2006. Councilman Blunt said that line 16, “News” is to be deleted and “Voice” to be added. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as amended, Seconded by Councilman Blizzard.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of October 27th, 2006. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner stated that a public hearing for the “Coves at Newport” has been duly published and announced. He recognized Mr. Chambers who stated that this has been to the Planning Board and a draft copy of the minutes is placed in the agenda packets.  The Planning Staff has reviewed this and it comes to Council tonight with the recommendation for approval.   

Mr. Chambers stated that the application before Council is to amend the Conditional Use Permit for the “Coves at Newport” to re-route the Main Blvd. “Cove Drive” to intersect with “Seagrove Cove” and “Discovery Cove” with a modified cul-de-sac, slightly widen “Island Cove” and extend it along side of the shopping center to intersect with the service road, to add a sales office to the North side of the Dollar General and to dedicate the new portion of the service road, “Old Fashioned Way” to the Town. (Mr. Conner’s letter is attached)
There was discussion concerning the traffic from the coves to the access road. Chief Holt expressed concern about the lack of space in which to maneuver a Fire Apparatus; also that the fire hydrants needed to be relocated.  Chief Clark stated that he felt that the proposed change was safer than the original plan, because there are more auto accidents in the parking lot of Food Lion than on the Nine Foot Road entrance.

There were a number of concerns with the access out of the Coves onto Nine Foot Road. Mr. Conner explained that the Department of Transportation informed us that Nine Foot Road would need a right hand lane into Cove Drive and then a couple months later Department of Transportation came back to us and said we needed to put a left turn lane in also, making the Nine Foot Road three lanes wide at the our expense from the traffic light past the Coves entrance on the Nine Foot Road access. That is why I am here tonight to ask for approval from Council to amend to the original PUD as follows:  to abandon the Nine Foot Road entrance/exit in the Coves and replace with the newly-designated gated entrance/exit as shown to the north end of the existing Courtesy Town Square Shopping Center. The new road will connect Island Cove to the existing Service Road. There will be one building added (two Condominiums) in lieu of the Nine Foot entrance/exit area. There will be an emergency vehicle turnaround area in between Seagrove Cove and Discovery Cove.  There is a designated area adjacent and to the north of Dollar General for future Sales Office and to dedicate Old Fashioned Way (Service Road) to the public. Mr. Conner asked if there were any questions.

Mr. Conner stated that he wants to make it as safe as he possibly can for everyone.  Mayor Garner thanked him for coming tonight. Councilman Lindblade asked, “If there was a time limit before the next Phase is to be started.  Mr. Conner stated that approximately in March or April of next year. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to close the public hearing at 8:21 pm, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Councilman Lindblade moved to postpone acting on the request for amending the “Cove’s at Newport’ site plan until the December meeting to allow Mr. Chambers and Jay Conner to meet with the Town staff, seconded by Councilman Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner introduced Lee Mann. He is the grandson of the former Mayor Leon Mann. Lee’s a student at West Carteret and is doing an Internship of approximately 12 to 15 hours with the Town of Newport and will be spending time in each Department. 

Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner stated that at this time we extend the courtesy of the podium to our citizens who wish to make statements or ask questions of Council. 

John Drake of White Sands asked Council for permission to have a bonfire in the park. He is with the West Carteret High School Band Boosters and every year about this time they have a bonfire for about 150 students which is chaperoned by 50 to 60 adults. He added that he had observed the park before the meeting and found that by the water tower; near the fence was a graveled area suitable for what they needed.  Council was concerned about the size of the fire; what was to be burned, etc. Councilman Davis asked Chief Holt if he had any information on this subject.  Chief Holt stated that he would look into this with Mr. Drake and have Fire Fighters stand by just to be on the safe side. Mr. Drake invited members from the Fire Department to join them at the bonfire and eat.   Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to allow the West Carteret Band Boosters to have a bonfire in the Newport Park on December 15, 2006 and requested that the Fire Department assist them, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments.  
Building Inspector. – No comments.  

Recreation Dept. No comments.

Police Dept.  – No Comments.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt informed Council that the new ambulance was down because of air conditioning problems in the patient area and the Ford Dealership and he is at odds regarding warranty coverage. He also stated that the Fire Fighters Grant which we received will be deposited Friday and there is a time limit of 90 days to spend.  Councilman Lindblade wanted to commend Assistant Chief Stephenson for going the extra mile by responding to a fire call on Orange Street.   
Water/Sewer – No comments.  

Buildings & Grounds – Mayor Garner stated that Marty Mensch’s brother is very ill with cancer and he would be providing care for him for a few weeks.  

Fleet Maintenance – No comments. 

Mayor Garner introduced Councilman Lindblade for the next items.  Councilman Lindblade introduced Jackie Beach, Director of the Regional Library.  Mrs. Beach stated that Councilman Lindblade gave her (8) eight questions and asked her to come to this meeting tonight and explain them.  She passed copies out to the Council and went over them very thoroughly. Mayor asked if there was any question for Ms. Beach. Councilman Lindblade asked that if the process of the members being appointed had been started.  Ms. Beach said she would work with the Council to set up the staggered appointments and applications.   There was none. Mayor Garner thanked her for coming and the Library Board members and appreciated what they do for the Library.  

Mayor Garner introduced Julie Doshier, Chairman of the Recreation Advisory Commission. Ms. Doshier stated that there were several items that needed Councils attention.  She said that at the last Commission meeting a request was made to name the Little League Baseball Field on Howard Blvd. The name of the ball field that is approved by Council will be presented at the open Baseball ceremonies next year.  The names are Scotty Gould and Ray Johnson to be the Gould/Johnson ball field.  Councilman Blizzard stated that he thought it was named after Henry Ward. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck stated that he thought it was also.  Ms. Doshier stated that we surely would want to do some more research on this before making a definite decision.  Mr. C D Whitlow stated that he and others had done research on this field, but they could not find where it had been named.  Again there will be more research, said Ms. Doshier.

Chairman Doshier stated that Joe Finney, the President of Babe Ruth Baseball, was requesting approximately $625.00 from the recreational fund to pay half of the cost for a drag ($331.12), and a screen (780.40) totaling ($1,111.52). This amount covers shipping. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the request for the equipment from the Recreation Advisory Committee of $625.00 to be paid from the recreation fund line item, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Chairman Doshier stated that Babe Ruth baseball asked that any monies left in the Recreational funding at the end of the fiscal year, be applied towards the lights at the baseball field. Discussion followed. Councilmen agreed that what is budgeted for Recreation is distributed equally among the different programs throughout the year which is not a large amount. There was no action taken on the request.   
Chairman Doshier requested that C D Whitlow and P K Johnson be added to the Newport Recreation Advisory Committee as voting members and Richard Kanuck as a non voting member. These voting members are filing vacancies left by Jimmy Cheever who is working out of town and Mark Eadie who has been deployed.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the request of adding CD Whitlow, PK Johnson as voting members and Richard Kanuck as a non voting member, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the new President, Julie Doshier and the Vice President Joe Finney for the Newport Recreation Advisory Committee, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Lindblade moved to amend Article II, Section 12 through 22, regarding membership to read as follows: Any voting member that misses (3) three consecutive unexcused meetings would give up that chair to a non voting member, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Blunt moved to approve 2006 Christmas Bonus as follows: starting employment (0-5 years) - $50.00 and $10.00 for every year thereafter, seconded by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Councilman Blizzard asked for the Newport Library employees be included in the 2006 Christmas Bonus, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Councilman Lindblade moved to have the Employees Christmas breakfast at the Golden Coral in Morehead City on Thursday, December 21st, 2006 at 8:00 am providing they will serve us and need to confirm at the December meeting, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner stated that he had been providing information to them as he had received it reference to the Manager. He also informed that Mr. Jerry Mann, benefactor of the addition to the Library had recently visited in town and suggested that proper landscaping around the addition and matching roof shingles on the existing Library might calm some of the concerns. He advised the Mayor to have the work done and send him the bill.  Council agreed for Mayor Garner to proceed with the repairs and replacement of the roof and the shrubs around the Library not to exceed $13,000. 
Mayor stated that if there was nothing else to come before Council at this time, he would entertain a motion to adjourn. Councilman Lindblade approved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
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