TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

October 3rd, 2006

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Town Manager Ronald Mason, Derek Taylor and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. Mayor Garner stated that Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck is out of town and wished to be excused from the meeting.

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 p.m. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any changes to the agenda. Town Attorney Nelson Taylor asked to go into closed session after the Mayor/Council Reports and Mayor Garner asked to add the reading and approval of two Proclamations: one for Breast Cancer Month and the second is for 4-H Week; also to name Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck to the Library Board as an ex-official member replacing himself, under his report. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt the amended agenda, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of September 5th, 2006. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of September 19th, 2006. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of September 26th, 2006. Councilman Davis moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner stated that at this time we extend the courtesy of the podium to our citizens who wish to make comments or ask questions. 

Amber Nead thanked the Town Council for allowing the 4-H group to have a Goat show in the Park a few months ago and it was a big success. Ms. Nead also added that she would like to have another next year. 

Reverend Susan Lindblade, St. James United Methodist Church. She thanked the Town for installing the speed bumps on Main Street and a special thanks to Marty Mensch and the Street Department for their assistance. The project has had nothing but compliments. She added that it was for a great need.  

Kaye Hewitt stated that the National Night Out was big success with a lot of entertainment, fellowship and for the record that Chief Clark and Lori Willis and our Law Enforcement did a great job.  Mrs. Hewitt stated that that there was a lack of communication between the Council and the Citizens. She requested that the Citizens would like a list of all the Boards, the names of the people serving, how long their terms are for and how long each member has served. The Boards are the Planning Board, Board of Adjustment, Library Board, Town Beautification, and any other Boards not mention.  Where and when do these Boards meet and make it known to all Citizens that these Boards exist; then ask for applications from any Town Citizen interested in serving on a particular board, therefore giving our qualified citizens an opportunity to serve their Town and would like an answer to these questions within 10 days.  Mayor Garner thanked the constituents for their presence.

Councilman Lindblade moved to open the public hearing at 7:52 p.m. for the purpose to rezone 10.21 acres located on the South-west side of Highway 70 between the Newport River at the bridge on Highway 70 and Newport River Shoppe’s Shopping Center, parcel # 633820728267000 from Residential R-20 to Commercial Highway zone, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  Mayor Garner said that this public hearing has been duly published and announced. Mr. Chambers informed the Council that Mr. Kivett owns the property described and located above, which has been reviewed by the Planning Board last month at their meeting. He added that the property was adjacent to Commercial Highway zone property. Mr. Chambers stated that the Planning Board minutes were in the Council packets.  Mr. Wade Nelms asked if this was adjacent to the river. Mr. Chambers stated, “yes”. Mr. Nelms also asked if the wetlands area will be disturbed.  Mr. Chambers replied, yes, if the property gets developed the wetlands will be disturbed.   Mr. Nelms added that if it was rezoned to be sure it meets the requirements for Stormwater runoff and not disturb the river.  

Councilman Blizzard stated that in the Planning Board minutes reflect that Mr. Kivett’s request was denied. Mr. Chambers informed Mr. Blizzard that he was correct. Councilman Blunt asked if this was a typographic error stating that if he was to sell of the property, the business would not fit on the property. Mr. Chambers stated that he was called about this, but did not have anything in writing. Councilman Lindblade said that the minutes show that Chairman Heath asked about the minimum requirements for the Army Core of Engineers. Mr. Chambers stated that they are certified engineers that could make that determination. Councilman Lindblade also added that Chairman Heath stated that the property had no value. He asked what would be the purpose of rezoning this property in a flood plain.  Mr. Kivett replied stated that this property is already zoned R-20 and can be used at this point as R-20. He said that the request is for Highway Commercial and he has someone who is willing to invest and see if it can be developed. He will then return and follow proper procedures for development.   

Councilman Lindblade asked how often this property floods. Mr. Chambers said that it floods frequently. Councilman Davis asked if all the property owners adjacent to the property and within 100 feet have been notified with no response.  Councilman Davis stated that the Planning Board minutes were a draft. The Clerk explained to the Council that the meeting was rescheduled with Acting Chairman Davis who deferred them to the next working meeting of the Planning Board, making them still a draft copy. Mr. Boulia stated that his concern was that the property was landlocked and he had discussed the access to the property. 

Mr. Kivett thanked the Council for letting him have the opportunity to discuss this. 

Councilman Lindblade stated that he was not very comfortable in making a decision on this one way or another.  Councilman Blunt moved to close the public hearing at 8:16 pm, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Kivett was 30 minutes late for the Planning Board meeting and Chairman Heath did not ask to revisit this matter.  Councilman Lindblade stated that he understood being late, but that he should have been heard.  Councilman Davis moved to table this request to rezone until further reviewed by the Planning Board and information brought back to the Town Councils next meeting, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Councilman Lindblade move to adopt the Proclamation Declaring National 4-H Week in Carteret County from October 1st, through October 7th, 2006, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.

Councilman Davis moved to adopt the Proclamation for 2006 National Breast Cancer Awareness Month of October and October 20th, 20026 as National Mammography Day in the Town of Newport, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent. 

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Mason stated that a copy of the financial statement was provided to each Council member for review. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments at this time. 
Building Inspector. –Mr. Chambers stated that there was two items that need a public hearing date set to come before the Town Council. One is Mr. Larry Riggs who is requesting a variance off the Masontown Road. Town Attorney Nelson Taylor informed the Council that the Board of Adjustment was a Quasi-Judicial Board and they have very strict rules.  The Town Council can also do variances. However, he recommended that the Board of Adjustment do this.  There was discussion. Councilman Lindblade moved to allow the Board of Adjustments to do the variance for Mr. Riggs off Masontown Road and bring their decision to the Town Council, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Councilman Lindblade move to change the meeting of Tuesday, November 7th, to Wednesday, November 8th, 2006 at 7:30 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Councilman Blunt moved to set a public hearing on Wednesday, November 8th, 2006 at 7:45 pm for consideration of amending the Coves at Newport site Plan, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Recreation Dept. No comment at this time.

Police Dept.  – Mr. Mason introduced Chief Jeff Clark’s father, James Clark.  James thanked everyone for the prayers and thoughts for his son through his illness. 

Fire/Rescue – No comment at this time. 

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed the Council that the generator at Lift Station #6 was in the process of getting set up. 

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch informed the Council that he had not received any more bids on the tree removal in the Little Deep Creek Canal, and we just have the original bid. 

Fleet Maintenance – No comments at this time. 

Mr. Mason introduced Bryan Starnes of Martin Starnes & Associates. Mr. Starnes informed the Council that the finances for the Town of Newport were in great shape.    He thanked Ronald Mason, Town Manager, Gay Cox, Finance Officer, Penny Weiss, Town Clerk and Kelley Caldwell, Customer Service Coordinator the Administration Staff for being so patience and commended the Manager for a good job keeping the finances to where they are.  Mr. Starnes gave a report on the Financial Statements for the year ending June 30th, 2006. He stated that items on this letter he passed out are going to require Council support for the Manager to implement these changes.  Councilman Davis asked if the letter that was passed out to Council is a public document. Mr. Starnes stated yes it is a public document. Mr. Starnes stated that if members of Council have questions, please call him any time. Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Starnes for a professional and stated that the Town is looking forward to working with his firm. 

Mr. Mason introduced Mr. Gregg Meshaw, PE regarding the exterior finish for the well house that is to be constructed at Foxhall Road in proximity to Britthaven. He stated that in the information he has sent Council, that he had reduced sized prints of the preliminary elevations views and preliminary section views of the planed well house.  Mr. Meshaw explained to Council the different blocks that were available and colors. There was discussion.  He pointed out that the current cost they had received was for construction of the well house walls only and was in the range of $4,400 if they are constructed of standard CMU’s and $4,700 if constructed of the split face CMU’s. He added that the estimated cost of the brick walls is $7,100. Mayor Garner asked what the decision of the Council was. Councilman Davis moved to select the split face block for the new well house, seconded Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Councilman Lindblade moved to select the color of grey mist, JC-71, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked that discussion for the bulkhead for the ditch off Westfield Road be postponed to a later date. 

Mayor Garner introduced Ms. Judy Hill from the Council of Government reference a request from Council seeking to replace Mr. Mason who will be retiring. He stated that Ms. Judy Hill from the COG is to be a Facilitator, for the Town in search of a Town Manager.  Ms. Hill said she was attending the meeting to get some ideas in filling the position.  She also added that she wanted to know how thorough she needed to be.  Mayor Garner informed Council that they needed to have a workshop on this issue and narrow suggestions down to two or three from each member.  Council agreed to have a Work Session on Tuesday, October 10, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. to meet with Judy Hill from the Council of Government on the Managers position. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the excellent job they continue to do and thanked the constituents for attending tonight’s meeting. Council wanted to wish Chief Clark a rapid and absolute recovery. Councilman Davis thanked Marty Mensch and the Street Department for the Mosquito spraying around Town.   

Councilman Lindblade stated that he would like to have a Monthly report from the Library like we get from the Department Heads. He said that he would like to have more information on a monthly basis, not to micromanage them, but to be informed of what is happening, because the substantial amount of money that is given to them by the Town of Newport. Mayor Garner explained the way the Library was started and where it is today. 

Councilman Lindblade stated that we can’t go back and change the process now, but we can establish a better process in the future to have more input as the Town. Councilman Davis expressed his thanks to the VIPS Program and for their efforts to volunteer.  

Councilman Davis announced that Mr. James Casti, Commander of the Military Awarding the Purple Heart, that there is a Jerry Marvell Scholarship Fund October 21st, at the Havelock Tourist Center, polish food. 

Council Blunt asked how the vault door replacement was progressing.  Manager stated that he has had several people to look at it, but no one was interested in doing the job.  He stated that Bob Chambers had someone to come in and looks at it and he will get back with him. Councilman Blunt also asked how much money has the Town received for the Recreation from the developers. Mr. Chambers said he did not have that figure available right now.

Mayor Garner encouraged Council to try to attend the NC League of Municipalities Annual meeting in Greensboro. 

Mayor Garner asked Council to write a letter of endorsement to the League Nominating Committee endorsing Mr. Jerry Jones for the 2nd Vice President. Councilman Blizzard moved for Council to write a letter of endorsement to the Nominating Committee endorsing Mr. Jerry Jones for the 2nd Vice President, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Mayor Garner stated that he was resigning as ex-official member from the Library Board and requested that Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck be appointed to that position. Mayor Garner asked what the wishes of the Council were.  Councilman Lindblade asked what was the process was to appoint a person to the Library.  Mayor Garner stated that he was asked to fill the vacancy. Councilman Davis suggested that we wait and see what information the Clerk gets for the Council.  Councilman Davis requested to have Carolyn Simmons the Librarian or Mrs. Beach attend a meeting.  Mayor stated that he would ask them.

Mayor Garner announced that the Halloween Hoot-n-Nanny will be October 31, 2006 from 6-8 pm and Richard Bush chairman of the event, asked that $2,200 be set aside to cover the expenses. Candy will be donated from the Schools.  

Mr. Mason stated that he requested Council to determine where the flagpole could be placed in the Cedar Grove Cemetery.  Councilman Davis moved that the location of the flagpole be installed under the street light on the right side of the entrance approximately 100 yards in, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.  Mayor Garner suggested that Councilman Davis and/or Blunt place a flag on the location. 

Councilman Lindblade moved to go into closed session at 10:07 pm for the purpose of [N.C.G.S.  143-318.11 Sub (a) (6)]-To hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against a public officer or employee, with only Council and Attorney present, seconded Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner requested a five minute recess.
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