TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

September 5th, 2006

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Town Manager Ronald Mason, Derek Taylor and Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney.

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 p.m. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation.

Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any changes to the agenda. Mayor Pro Tem requested that Council go into closed session after the Mayor/Council Reports and Councilman Davis asked to add Little Deep Creek, Tree Removal, after the Department Reports. Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the amended agenda, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of August 2nd, and August 10th, 2006. Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner stated that at this time we extend the courtesy of the podium to our citizens who wish to make a statement or ask questions. No one wished to speak.  Mayor Garner thanked the constituents for their presence.

Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Chambers; reference the CAMA Land Use Plan.  Mr. Chambers said that the public hearing held a couple of months ago was in error in that it was not properly advertised as is required by law. Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Dale Holland, Newport’s Planning Consultant and Maureen Will from the CAMA office in Morehead City. They were present to answer any questions. Mayor Garner said that this public hearing has been properly advertised and notification has been posted on the bulletin board.  

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to open the public hearing at 7:40 p.m. for the CAMA Land Use Plan, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Mayor Garner asked Mrs. Will to give a brief explanation on the CAMA Act. She stated that it requires the 20 coastal counties in North Carolina to produce a Land Use Plan. The Plan for Newport meets all requirements and will go before the Coastal Resources Commission in Morehead City on the 16th, and 17th, November.  Mayor Garner asked if there were any questions or comments regarding this.  There were none. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to close the public hearing at 7:50 pm, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the CAMA Land Use Plan, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Holland and Mrs. Will for being here. He thanked Mr. Holland for preparing the Plan for Newport. Mr. Holland expressed his thanks to the staff and the Planning Board for the hours they spent working on this document for the past two years. 

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Mason stated that a copy of the financial statement was provided to each Council member for review. 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments at this time. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers request that a public hearing be set for Mr. Kivett for a zoning amendment on Highway 70 from Residential R-20 to Commercial Highway. Councilman Lindblade moved to set a public hearing on October 3rd, at 7:45 pm from R-20 to Commercial Highway, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Councilman Blizzard requested that the County Board of Commissioners fill the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction vacancies, on the Newport Planning Board, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to recommend for reappointment the following members of the Newport Planning Board Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, John Davis-1 year term to expire September 2007 and Duncan Daughtry-2 year term to expire September 2008, seconded by Council Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Davis and Mr. Daughtry’s appointment now becomes contingent upon approval by the County Commissioners. 

Mr. Chambers said that the two other items he had involved ditches, one being the Johnny Carroll ditch. The property from the last house of the South Park Subdivision is lot 6 on the east side of the new road going towards Westfield has been sold to the developer of the South Park Subdivision. They want to re-route the ditch along the back of the property and turn 90 degrees where it comes to Westfield and join it in South Park Blvd., because of the involvement that the Town Council has had in the past by trying to resolve the erosion and problems with this ditch. He stated that Gregg Meshaw, the Town Engineer has been in communication with the Developers Engineer and basically resolved the engineering of the slope, the depth and how it is to be re-routed.  There were concerns on the ditch and how the flow of storm water would be handled. Mr. Chambers stated that the riprap would be able to sustain the water but with the ditch there now, the homes can not be built.  

Mayor Garner stated that his concern was that anything that may be a problem to Council in the future should be resolved before it becomes a problem, citing that Council has had to deal with a number of problems after the fact. Mayor Garner asked Mr. Meshaw what remedial action the Town could take at that 90 degree corner.  Mr. Meshaw stated that the concern is to not have this corner blow out.  They basically totaled up how the three areas of flow would contribute to this ditch, then they sized the section to hold it and as the water goes around the bend they chose a class one riprap. He said with all calculations he reviewed, when the ditch is flowing full the riprap should not erode away.  

Marty Mensch, Street Supervisors stated that the quantity of water that goes to the ditch off of Railroad Blvd. and beside and behind the Fire Department would wash the riprap away. He stated that another option should be to use bulk head material and minimum of 48” bend.  There was more discussion on the angle of the ditch and the concerns of the flow.  Councilman Davis asked where DENR or the Planning Board come into play regarding the liability on this matter.  Mr. Chambers stated that they don’t because it is less than an acre and there are two types of subdivision, a minor subdivision which is less than 5 lots and a major subdivision which is more than 5 lots. 

Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor stated that the Council doesn’t have to take any action on this ditch.  It is a Town problem but, not a Town ditch, so the Town can not stop this from happening.  Councilman Lindblade stated that he would like to see other options for this ditch from Mr. Chambers and Marty also. 

Mr. Chambers introduced Mr. Dwight Turner to do a brief introduction on the Newport Web Page.  Mr. Chambers stated that if there are any changes or updates, to please contact Mr. Turner. 

Recreation Dept. No comment at this time.

Police Dept.  – Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt a Resolution to continue a seconded year of funding with the NC Governor’s Highway Safety Program attached, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Fire/Rescue – No comment at this time. Manager commended Chief Holt on his monthly report. 

Water/Sewer – No comment at this time.  

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch gave an update on the speed bumps for Main Street. He has 90% of the materials and anticipates receiving the rest next week. 

Fleet Maintenance – No comments at this time. 

Mayor Garner recognized Councilman Ken Davis who informed Council that a very large tree located on Mr. Paul Boyd’s property adjacent to Deep Creek Canal has fallen in the canal and is damming up the waters.  He stated that Mr. Bobby Pollard owns the property on the opposite side of the canal. Neither are residents of the Town. He stated that Deep Creek is a major branch artery for White Sands subdivision as well as for Woodlands subdivision including the acreage that Mr. Mercer had donated to the Town for recreation. The Tree has been down a year and is really presenting a drainage problem.  Removal of the tree would benefit the Town by allowing drainage to flow better.  He stated that what brought it to his attention was the rain we had on the Thursday, August 31 and Friday, September 1st, 2006. 

The Mayor stated that Bob Chambers, Marty Mensch and he had met with Todd Kelly, County Extension Officer and also Mr. Mason had met with John Dunn the County Forester in reference to its removal.  Mr. Dunn said that his people had the capability to remove it during the “dry season” and it would not cost anything. Mr. Mason had recently contacted him (today) and he stated it had been too wet for them to remove it. Mr. Chambers added that the tree is damming the canal; He added that beavers are doing likewise.  Councilman Blizzard said that the Town shouldn’t remove the tree at Taxpayer’s expense. Mayor Garner stated that it definitely helps on the removal of surface water from the Town.

Councilman Davis moved that Marty Mensch, Street Supervisor get three bids capping the amount of the expenditure at $1,000, to remove the tree, debris that has dammed the ditch and the limbs, remove everything with the exception of the stump, plus interact with Bobby Pollard for access from his property and be done cleaning and removal by October 31st, 2006, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: 3 ayes, (Davis, Lindblade, Blunt), 2 nays, (Kanuck, Blizzard). Motion carried.

Mr. Mason stated that Gregg Meshaw had approached him in regards to advertising for bids for the construction of the well house near Britthaven. He said that if Council had any specific request on color, an “A” roof versus Flat roof, brick versus vinyl, etc. Mayor Garner asked Mr. Meshaw to provide copies of options to members of Council before the next meeting. 

Mayor Garner asked the Manager to identify the next agenda item. The Manager recognized Bob Chambers who stated that the Town has a PA system which is no longer operational. In the pass it was used for Town functions, Civic Activities, Parades, Pig Cooking, etc. He had approached the Recreation Committee and requested that they purchase a new one which will fulfill our needs.  They suggested that he get estimated prices which he proceeded to do.  He got a quote of $1,868.00 form Guitars, Etc. in Havelock. Kelley Caldwell went on the internet and received quotes. (Included in the Councilmember packets). Guitar, Etc. of Havelock gave the lowest price. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the PA system quote from Guitar Etc, in Havelock and to be purchased out of the Recreation funds, seconded Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Discussion on the motion. Councilman Davis asked Mr. Chambers if this system is big enough for the events needed. Mr. Chambers replied, yes, this would be sufficient for our uses.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Councilman Davis was concerned about the Chief of Police getting his anniversary step in August 2006. Mr. Mason explained that the Chief will receive his anniversary step in August 2007 because that is two years from where he is now at a 31D. He added that their required time between step D and E is two years (third to fifth anniversary of the hiring date, not calendar year). There was more discussion.  Councilman Blizzard asked to have another work session to clear up the confusion.  Mr. Mason stated that the Chief is not qualified to get an annual raise, because between the D and E step is two years.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved for the Payroll Clerk to check the employees that would receive their anniversary step increase as required with the pay plan schedule and moved that the following positions receive a one step increase; Water/Sewer Department Head, Automotive Maintenance Department Head, Street Department Head; and the Town Clerk and the Police Chief receive a two step increase. All employees will receive a cost of living of 2½% raise on the first pay period in October 2006 and another cost of living of 2½% in January 2007, (totaling the 5% budgeted in January), seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner called a five minute recess at 9:50 pm.

Mayor Garner moved to go back in session at 9:55 pm. 

Mr. Mason informed Council that Gregg Meshaw has done a study on this ditch in Woodlands that has been discussed previously.  He recommends installing 62 feet of vinyl bulk head at $150 per foot.  Mr. Meshaw explained that a number of years ago he did preliminary work and figured out what the overall drainage area was and where the problems were. He added that there were a couple of areas that the ditch was large enough to carry the drainage, however a lot of the problem was that the vegetation was being killed with roundup, etc. Mr. Mason stated that either we fix the ditch or do nothing to it.  Council requested that Gregg Meshaw and Marty Mensch come up with other options.     

Mr. Mason asked Council for their input last month in reference to what streets they thought were in need of paving. He stated that there was Powell bill money to do this paving with and the best time would be in the fall of the year.  Council spoke of Chatham Street, Main Street to the Railroad Tracks, Carolina Avenue to New Bern Street, Church Street, Johnson Street to Railroad just to name a few.  Mr. Mason stated that Terry Anderson was coming Wednesday to give the Town a price to patch the areas that Water and Sewer had cut to do repairs. Councilman Blunt asked about the replacement of the sidewalk on Johnson where the sewer had been repaired. Mr. Mason said that it will be replaced. 

Mr. Mason stated that the Woodmen of the World plans to give the Town an American Flag and a pole to be placed in the Cedar Grove Cemetery. Mr. Mason asked Council to let him know where in Cedar Grove they wish to place it. 

Mr. Mason stated that he had an estimate from Buddy Greeson, Jr. for $12,352 for replacing the shingles on the Library.  It will consist of taking off the old shingles and installing felt and 25 year shingles, new pipe flashing, clean trash up and remove it from the premises.  Councilman Blunt asked if this could be a 2007-2008 budget year item.  Councilman Lindblade asked if the shingles would last until next year.  Mr. Mason stated yes, we can put this item in next year’s budget.

Mayor Garner stated that with the Councils permission he would ask former Mayor and County Commissioner, Tom Steepy who is Chairman of the Carteret Transportation Committee to be present at our next meeting to explain some of the rationale for the Northern Bypass. Council agreed to welcome him to the meeting.

Mr. Mason reminded Council of the two meeting dates and times to remember: Tuesday, September 19th, at 7:00 pm with Mr. Hartwell Wright, NCLM, regarding the Manager Position and Tuesday, September 26th, at 6:30 pm with Mr. Ed Causey, USDA, regarding the Water/Sewer Loan.

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the good job they continue to do and thanked the constituents for coming tonight. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck asked Council to look at the information in the packet on the Climbing Rocks for the next meeting. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to go into closed session at 10:30 pm for the purpose of [N.C.G.S.  143-318.11 (a)(6)] To hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against a public officer or employee, seconded Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner requested a five minute recess.
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