TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

August 8th, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Homer Blizzard Councilman, Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey.
Mayor Garner announced that this meeting was changed from August 7th, to August 8th, because of the event of “National Night Out” which was properly advertised and posted. He added that last night the “National Night Out” event was a great success. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Susan Lindblade gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck made the motion to adopt the agenda, seconded by Councilman Blunt Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on July 3rd, 2007. There were no changes. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the minutes above as presented, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Mayor recognized Ms. Amber Nead who informed the Council that the Roadrunners 4-H is hosting the Second Annual Goat Show in Newport at the Town Park under the large Pavilion on August 25th, 2007 at 10 am. We will have different classes for showing goats, such as showmanship classes, market classes, costume classes, and a new one this year called city slickers, and some even for those kids who are not involved to enjoy.  She stated that she hopes to see everyone there.  Mayor Garner said that he attended the Goat Show last year and it was very successful and encouraged everyone to come. 

Mayor Garner then recognized Richard Casey, Town Manager for the remainder of the agenda items.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was a public hearing on the proposed rezoning of the Dorothy Baldree property from CH to R-15.  This hearing was originally scheduled for the July meeting, but had to be postponed. He stated that this public hearing been duly advertised and posted. However, owing to the time (7:35) he asked permission to postpone this for about ten minutes and return back to the public hearing on its scheduled time of 7:45 pm.  Mayor Garner agreed that we need to be in compliance with our announcement. 

 Mr. Casey asked the Council to declare the certain items listed below as surplus and allow for the Town to dispose of them according to the N.C. General Statutes.  A 1997 Crown Victoria police car being used for the VIPS program, a 1984 Ford Van being used by public works, an old Toro mower and a Woods mower deck that we want to sell by sealed bid process.  He also added that we have a 1973 Ford truck being used as a jet rodder by the sewer department and we want to use that for trade in value on the purchase of a replacement jet rodder truck that we'll discuss later in the agenda.  Finally, we have four Motorola radio modems in our police cars that we want to sell to the Morehead City Police Department.  Mr. Casey recommended that Council adopt the Resolution. Mayor Garner asked for the wishes of Council.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adopt the Resolution Designating the following property as surplus 1997 crown Victorian, 1984 Ford E100, 1990 Toro Wheel horse 42” mower, Woods RD 7200 with 72’ chain guard mower deck, and 1963 Ford F700 Jet Rodder Truck as trade in for the purchase of another Jet Rodder Truck and  four (4) Motorola VRM850 radio modems to be sold to the Morehead City Police Department, seconded by Councilman Blizzard.  Discussion:  Councilman Blunt asked the Manager if the jet rodder truck the town is going to purchase will do the same job as this one we have for surplus.  Mr. Casey said yes. He advised that we have rented the jet rodder truck which we will be discussing.  Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey said the next items on the agenda are for Council to set three public hearing dates for proposed property annexations.  There is a memo that establishes the procedure that we must use to set a date for public hearings.  The second public hearing will be immediately following the first and the third will immediately follow the second. September 4, 2007 is the night of the next scheduled Council meeting.

The first order of business is for Council to pass a Resolution Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition received for the annexation. The first property includes two parcels in what is known as the Fort Benjamin Commons. Mr. Casey asked Council to review and then consider for adoption the Resolution that is included that is to direct the Clerk to investigate. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Resolution directing the Clerk to investigate a petition received under G.S. 160A-31, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  
The Manager stated the next step that is to be processed is to be that the Clerk will present to the Council her findings with the Certificate of Sufficiency. The Clerk presented to Council the Certificate of Sufficiency signed and sealed.

The final action in this particular case was that Council adopt the Resolution Fixing a date for the public hearing on the question of annexation and he suggested that the date be September 4th, at 7:45 pm.  Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Resolution fixing the public hearing date on September 4th, at 7:45 pm for the purpose of annexation of the Joyce and Associates property known as the Fort Benjamin Commons, second by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.

The second Public Hearing was for Ashley Place Subdivision, Section 2 for annexation. Mr. Casey stated that the procedures were the same starting with asking the Council to adopt a Resolution Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition received for the annexation. 
Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the Resolution directing the Clerk to investigate a petition received under G.S. 160A-31, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  
Mr. Casey stated the next step to be processed is to be that the Clerk presents to Council her findings with the Certificate of Sufficiency. The Clerk, Penny Weiss presented to Council the Certificate of Sufficiency signed and sealed.

The final action is that Council adopts the Resolution Fixing a date for the public hearing on the question of annexation and he suggested that the date be September 4th, immediately following the prior public hearing.     Councilman Blunt moved to adopt a Resolution fixing the public hearing date on September 4th, and will continue one after the other until concluded, for the purpose of annexation of the Bob Hill property, 8 lots behind Ashley Place, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.
The final public hearing date to set was for annexation of Lana Gardens Subdivision.  Mr. Casey asked Council to adopt the Resolution Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition received for the Lana Gardens Subdivision annexation. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt a Resolution fixing the public hearing date on September 4th, and will continue one after the other until concluded, for the purpose of annexation of the Lana Gardens Subdivision, seconded by Councilman Lindblade, Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  
Mr. Casey said the next step to be processed is to be that the Clerk presents to Council her findings with the Certificate of Sufficiency. The Clerk presented to Council the Certificate of Sufficiency signed and sealed. Mr. Casey stated that the last step was to set the public hearing. 

Councilman Davis moved adopt a Resolution fixing the public hearing date on September 4th, and will continue one after the other until concluded, for the purpose of the annexation of the Lana Gardens Subdivision off the Roberts Roads, second by Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  The Manager stated that the Clerk will advertise the public hearings in a timely manner.
At 7:45 pm Mr. Casey stated that he would like to return to the public hearing that was scheduled for tonight for the rezoning of 337 Masontown Road, from Commercial Highway to Residential (R-15) and recognized Mr. Chambers. Mr. Chambers stated that Mrs. Dot Baldree lives at 337 Masontown Road and has a mobile home park behind her home both of which are currently zoned Commercial Highway. She has requested this zoning change for both pieces of property. 
Councilman Blizzard moved to open the public hearing at 7:45 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Mayor Garner said that this has been to the Planning Board on May 28th, and was approved by them.  Mr. Chambers informed Council of the request for rezoning of property belonging to Dorothy Baldree from Commercial Highway (CH) to R-15.  He also stated that letters had been sent to the adjacent home owners informing them of the request but he has received no response. Mayor Garner asked if anyone had comments or questions.  There being none he declared the public hearing closed.  

Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the rezoning of Dorothy Baldree’s property from CH to Residential (R-15) as requested, seconded Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Councilman Blunt asked if the owner was aware that if her home burned there would be no rebuilding. Mr. Chambers informed Council that on the passing of the rezoning from Commercial Highway to Residential (R-20) she would be able to rebuild, but under present zoning she could not rebuild. It would become a vacant lot. Mayor Garner asked if there was further discussion. There being none, he stated that there is a motion and a second. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 
Next on the agenda is a request to ask Council to adopt a resolution authorizing the Town to enter into a contract with Craven Ag Services, Inc. of New Bern, NC for the land application of biosolids from the Town's waste water treatment facility and the dewatering of biosolids from the same facility.  This contract will continue the land application agreement currently in place but not formally documented.  The new feature of the agreement calling for the dewatering of biosolids is a necessary part of the treatment plant improvement project. The project can not proceed without the contract for biosolids dewatering in place.  We have worked with this company for over nine years and their offer is acceptable. The Manager stated that there is a meeting on August 9th, with a representative of another company out of Smithfield and they may want to provide us a quote. At this time we will wait to execute this contract until we see if they make us a better offer.  Mr. Nelson Taylor has provided the contract language. Mr. Casey then recommended approval of this resolution. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the resolution authorizing the Town to enter into a contract with Craven Ag Services, Inc. of New Bern, NC for the land application of biosolids from the Town's waste water treatment facility and the dewatering of biosolids from the same facility, second by Mayor Pro Tem.  Discussion: Councilman Davis asked about the meeting with another possible contractor and if they are going to give us a quote. Mr. Casey replied, yes, and if their quote is less, this issue will come back to the Council for a vote, if it is more we will go forward with this approved contract with Craven Ag. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 
The Manager stated that the next item on the agenda was another request for Council to adopt a resolution authorizing the Newport Chief of Police to file an application for federal funding through the North Carolina Governor's Highway Safety Program.  The Town's portion of this project has been authorized and appropriated in the current year's budget. He also recommended approval for this resolution. Mayor Pro Tem moved to adopt the resolution authorizing the Newport Chief of Police to file an application for federal funding through the North Carolina Governor's Highway Safety Program, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.
Next on the agenda was a request to ask Council to adopt a resolution approving the final plans for the water and sewer improvement projects.  The water project plans have been approved at the state level and we expect the sewer plant plans to be approved soon.  As you recall, the water project involves the completion of the new well which has been drilled, the associated raw water line construction, and the abandonment of a failed well.  The sewer project involves the construction of a sewer outfall line, and the completion of a third clarifier and the associated electrical, alarm and digester work. Both projects have been advertised for bid, but the Council's approval of the plans is necessary in order for the projects to proceed.  Mr. Dulaney and the USDA Representative have thoroughly reviewed the plans and recommend your approval.  The Manager also recommends approval for this resolution. Councilman Blunt moved to adopt a resolution approving the final plans for the water and sewer improvement projects as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that next on the agenda was a request for Council to approve the purchase of a used jet rodder truck for the water and sewer department.  The truck will be purchased from Envirolink of Bailey, NC, a company we do a great deal of business with. They are asking $55,000 for the truck plus our vehicle that was declared surplus earlier in this meeting as a trade in.  This truck is necessary to properly maintain our sewer collection system.  Mr. Dulaney has been looking for a replacement truck for years and this is the best deal he has been able to find.  A new truck with similar capability would cost about $250,000. We have appropriated $70,000 in this year's budget for the purchase of a jet rodder truck.  Manager recommended that Council approve this purchase. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the purchase of a used jet rodder truck for the water and sewer department, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck.  Discussion: Councilman Davis asked about the new jet rodder truck. Will it perform as well as the old one? Mr. Casey said yes and more.  Councilman Davis asked if Jimmy Bristle will be able to perform maintenance on this one.  Mr. Casey informed Council that Jimmy has in the past worked on this vehicle and he is very familiar with it.  Vote: unanimously, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that they should have received their financial reports for July and it is the start of the new fiscal year. He also added that the auditor has been here last week getting information for the audit report, they will be preparing for the Town. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report at this time. 
Recreation -   Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add at this time. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add at this time. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark thanked the Town employees who worked all day, then came out and helped with the National Night Out; also the volunteers and the area businesses. 

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add at this time.  
Water/Sewer – No one attended. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch informed Council that Mike Allen passed his exam and is now a Certified Playground Inspector and will be able to help the Recreation Committee if they need him.  The Mayor complemented Mike Allen for the great job he does; he is also a Certified Mosquito Sprayer.  The Manager agreed and had complementary remarks to make about his supervisor, Marty Mensch as well.
Fleet Maintenance – Did not attend
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. Council also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for doing a good job. Mayor Garner and Councilmembers expressed appreciation on the summary of the agendas that the Manager provides for the Councilmembers before each meeting.  Council thanked Chief Clark and Lori Willis for a ‘good job’ done on National Night Out. Councilman Davis asked if there was any progress on the ditch, alluding to the ditch Mr. Schaefer had complained about last month. Mr. Casey stated that he was waiting to hear from Mr. Todd Kelly regarding funding sources.  Councilman Davis asked about Clay’s report regarding a couple request. Mr. Casey stated that he had asked Clay to summit a new report to Council because he had not discussed those issues with him and he needs to be involved with this before Council takes action on this. 

Mayor Garner asked if there was further business. There being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:12 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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