 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

December 17th, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey. Absent: Councilman Eric Lindblade.
Mayor Garner called the Council Work Session for the Town of Newport to order at 8:30 pm.  Mayor Garner informed everyone that this meeting has been duly publicized and announced. 

Mr. Casey asked Council to adopt a resolution to apply for a NC Rural Economic Development Center grant to fund a water line extension along HWY 70 from Roberts Road to Hibbs Roads.  The amount of the grant is $158,372.  He explained that the Town must match that amount, plus pay the $18,000 engineering design fees which Rural Center funds cannot be used for.  Total cost to the Town will be $176,372.  Money from the water/sewer capital outlay account can be used to cover that amount.  Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any questions. Councilman Heath stated that he was not aware of the requirements; if someone would explain them. Clay Dulaney stated that there is a serious lack of water pressure across the river and more pressure is needed in case of fire should occur. The minimum pressure to be provided is 20 lbs p.s.i.  Mr. Dulaney also stated that this is a new line to transfer water from where we have it to where it is needed and will give a much better flow.  Councilman Kanuck stated that this should have been looked at more closely than it was.  Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt the resolution as presented, seconded by Councilman Blunt.  After discussion, Councilman Heath asked how much money was in the Capital Outlay account. Manager replied, “approximately $620,000.00”.  Vote: motioned carried, 4-0, 1 absent.
Councilman Kanuck considered offering a motion that the Town has no main lines less than 10 inches in diameter, but agreed to wait until an engineering study could be accomplished.   


Mr. Casey stated that along with the resolution, and as part of the application process. Council needs to adopt a Conflict of Interest Statement.  It states that all Town officials and employees will comply with NC General Statute 14-234 which discusses the circumstances under which an official/employee can benefit from public contracting. He added that this Policy Statement is required to be a part of the application process.    Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt the Conflict of Interest Statement, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-1, 1 absent. 

Mr. Casey concluded by asking Council to pass a resolution stating that the fire department is an Agency of the Town.  This is required for our upcoming inspection.  Being an Agency of the Town simply means that the department is not an independent entity, but is part of the Town structure.  The Manager stated that he has discussed this with Nelson Taylor and he agreed that this needs to be adopted. Councilman Heath moved to adopt this Resolution as requested, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  
Mayor Garner asked that being there was no further business. He asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to adjourn at 9:08 am, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  
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