 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

December 4th, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey, Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Attorney.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Susan Lindblade gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was one, the election of Mayor Pro Tem. This was added as item “4a” following #4, Public Comment. Councilman Blunt made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on November 7th, 2007. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade and Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner also asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on November 16th, 2007. There were no changes.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner then requested the Clerk to administer the Oath of office to New Councilmember David Heath and returning Councilmember’s Kenneth Davis and Frank Blunt.  Mr. Heath’s brother, Duffy and his sister-in-law held the bible on which he was administered the oath of office. Returning Councilman Davis wife, Melinda and Councilman Blunts wife, Ann held the bible on which they each were administered the oath.  Following the ceremony, Mayor Garner congratulated them and they were seated. 
Mayor Garner then recognized retiring Councilman Homer Blizzard who has served a total of 2 years finishing out his wife’s (Virginia Blizzard) remaining term. The Mayor read a “Resolution of Appreciation” and presented it to him on the behalf of the Council. He then recognized Chief Clark who made a presentation of appreciation from the Newport Police Department. 

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council. 
Mr. Harold Chartley of 1001 Orange Street asked what progress was being made on Market/Orange Street reference the catch basin at the corner of Market/Orange Street. Mayor Garner referred the question to the Manager who stated that there are funding issues regarding the relocation of a Progress Energy power pole, however we are progressing. There were no further comments.    
Mayor Garner then stated that we would proceed with the selection of Mayor Pro Tem to serve for the next two years. Ballots were presented to each member of Council with their names.  The ballots were appropriately marked and collected by the clerk and she reported the results to the Mayor. The Mayor announced that Councilman Ken Davis had been elected as Mayor Pro Tem for the following two years by a majority vote. He extended his congratulations to Councilman Davis who took his seat at the right of the Mayor.
Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey stated that a public hearing regarding the rezoning of the J.E. Waddell property at 806 Mann Street from Commercial Downtown to Residential (R-10) has been properly advertised and suggested that if there are any questions, that they be directed to Mr. Chambers. Mayor Garner declared the public hearing open and recognized Mr. Chambers.  Mr. Chambers gave the location of the property in question. He informed Council that this has been presented to and approved by the Planning Board and asked Council to approve it as it is consistent with our Zoning Ordinance. He added that adjoining home owners have been notified and there has been no negative response. Councilman Heath added that there are two lots being formed here; the first lot being approximately 10,000 square feet and the second lot being a flag lot of 14,000 square feet with 10,000 square feet of land that can be built upon. Mayor Garner asked if there were further questions or comments regarding the request.  There being none he declared the public hearing closed. The Manager recommended that the Council approve this rezoning. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve and adopt, Zoning Ordinance Number Z2007-04 an ordinance to amend the Town of Newport zoning map and to re-zoning 806 Mann Street from Commercial Downtown (CD) to a Zone Residential (R-10), second by Councilman Blunt. Vote unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner stated that our new Councilmember David Heath currently serves as Chairman of the Planning Board of Newport and also the County Planning Board.  The law only allows that he be able to hold one appointed position in Government.  Mr. Heath has opted to resign from the Town Planning Board. It is his opinion that he can best serve Newport by serving on the County Board. A new Chairman for Newport will be purposed for Councils approval. 
Next, Mr. Casey asked that Council approve three revisions to our personnel policy.  He explained that as we go through a review of our existing policies, we're finding some areas that are not adequately addressed and others that don't reflect the most commonly accepted practices.  First, a new "Jury Duty" policy will be implemented.  This policy breaks jury duty out from our existing "Civil Leave" policy.  The existing policy states that employees shall be granted uncharged leave with pay for their required absence and may keep any fees and allowances provided.  The new policy allows for the employee to receive a normal day's pay if he/she must spend a majority of his/her work day on jury duty, and any judicial fees paid will be turned over to the Town. 

Second, a new "Bereavement" policy is needed.  Currently, there is no bereavement leave authorized.  Rather, an employee is obligated to use sick leave to attend the funeral of a family member.  The new policy will allow for up to three days of paid bereavement leave for the death of an immediate family member, separate and apart from any other type of leave.  It also provides for one day of bereavement leave for the death of any other close family member.  
Third, the "Military Leave" policy is changed to ease the hardship on our reservists and members of the National Guard.  The current policy requires the member to take up to two weeks of unpaid leave annually for required military training.  The revised policy will grant two weeks of uncharged paid leave, but will reduce the amount paid by the amount received from the military service.  This will ensure that the member receives the same amount of compensation as they would if they had worked a normal two-week period for the Town.  
And finally, we need to adopt a new policy regarding the special separation allowance for police officers.  According to the North Carolina General Statutes, local units of government are responsible for determining the eligibility of local officers to receive this allowance.  Problems have surfaced in some municipalities regarding the continuation of the allowance for an officer that goes back to work after having previously retired and being paid the allowance.  This new policy clarifies how we intend to apply the allowance and satisfies the requirement to have a local policy.  He recommended that Council approve these policy revisions. Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked that revisions to the personnel policy be tabled until after our next workshop session. He then made a motion to have a Council Workshop session on Friday, January 11th, 2007 at 4 pm at the Town Hall, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to put the Personnel Policy on the agenda of the January 11th, Council Workshop session, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey stated the next item on the agenda is that Council be asked to approve the annual Employee Christmas Breakfast on December 21st, 2007 at 8:00am at the Golden Corral in Morehead City.  Councilman Blunt made the motion, second by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
He next stated that Council will be asked to change the regular Council Meeting date in January due to January 1, 2008 being a Holiday.  Normally, we would hold the meeting the next night, but Mr. Heath is not available on January 2, 2008 or any night that week and he recommended moving the meeting to Tuesday, January 8th, 2008 at 7:30pm. Councilman Kanuck moved to move the January meeting to the 8th, at 7:30 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.   
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month of November were included in their agenda packets. He stated that we are five months into the fiscal year and our water and sewer working cash is improving dramatically and all the departments are doing very well wish respect to the expenditures. He informed Council that the Town and the County have agreed to share evenly the remaining cost on the electrical work done at the Babe Ruth field to finish installing the lighting; we are waiting for the completion on the project and final estimate of the Town’s part will be no more than $5,000. 
Mr. Casey stated that Municipal Engineering has given us a draft site plan for the fire substation water tank.  We'll meet with them early next week to discuss options and costs.  As you recall, the original design was seriously flawed. We're looking at required pump pressure and cradle design.  Also, we're looking at what it would take to run three-phase electric power to the station.  This is not only important in determining the type pump needed, but will affect future plans for the substation.   
Senator Preston's office tells us we may hear a response to her letter to the Division of Water Quality as early as tomorrow.  This concerns the fecal coliform limits at the sewer plant.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.  
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell informed Council that there is a public hearing at the town hall Thursday, at 7:00 pm on December 6th, reference the proposed Park at the Middle School site. The Manager also informed Council that there   is a proposed Ordinance amendment for Chapter 12, the Parks and Recreation Ordinance; the Recreation Advisory Commission requested the following changes; change the voting membership back to 9 members and replace the text from “Board of Commissioners” to “Town Council”, “Director of Recreation” to “Recreation Advisory Commission” in Section 12-24, “Fiscal Officer” to “Manager” in Section 12-26, “Department” to “Town” in Section 12-51 and “Director of Recreation” to Recreation Advisory Commission Chairman or His/her Designee” in Section 12-28. Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt the ordinance amendment as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt informed Council of the Fire Department By-laws elections and he recommended approving the attached elected 2008 Fire Department Officers. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the By-laws on the Fire Department elections as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed the Council that the annual survey is finished with no major problems, just have minor leaks that will be taken care of.   
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch was unable to attend the meeting. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council members expressed appreciation to Mrs. Joyce Ferrell and the Parade Committee for an outstanding job on the Newport Christmas Parade and wished every one a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Mayor Pro Tem Davis encouraged everyone to attend the public hearing on the proposed park site. Mr. David Heath thanked everyone for this opportunity to serve on the Town of Newport Council.  Mayor Garner recognized North Carolina Senator, Jean Preston and thanked her for being present at out meeting. Senator Preston stated that she was glad to be here. Mr. Nelson Taylor, III wished everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mayor Garner asked if there was further business. There being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 9:15 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk
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