TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

February 6th, 2007

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Interim Town Manager Ed Wyatt, Nelson W. Taylor Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Town Attorney. 

Mayor Garner called the regular meeting of the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked the Council if there were any changes to the agenda. Councilman Davis suggested that “Allies to Cherry Point Tomorrow” dues be included for consideration. Councilman Lindblade also asked to add the auditor’s contract and delete item #6 (Scott Capps.) Councilman Blunt made the motion to adopt the agenda with the above changes, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meetings of January 2nd, and January 9th, 2007. Councilman Lindblade stated that there was one correction on the January 9th, meeting on line 24, delete Eric and add Lindblade.  Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the minutes with the correction as presented, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner recognized Ms. Millie Arnold of Chatham Street. Ms. Arnold expressed her concerns about the speeding cars on Chatham Street. She added that she lives only a block from the Elementary School and the traffic has increased rapidly. She would like for the Town to help her inform the proper authorities to get this matter under control some how.  Mr. Wyatt informed Ms. Arnold that he would prepare a report and make it available for the March meeting and stated that this is a state maintained highway with the Department of Transportation. 

Mr. Wyatt stated that there was a very important person here in Newport that has been recognized as the “Citizen of the Year” for Carteret County and on behalf of the Council extended congratulations to that person, Mayor Derryl Garner. Mr. Wyatt said that Mayor Garner very much deserved this award and has made the Town of Newport and his family very proud.  

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Wyatt stated that the department reports would be a little lengthy tonight because he has asked all the Department Heads to come up to the podium and speak. He also informed the Council that the Budget process would be different this year. He said he was allowing the staff to be heavily involved this year.   Mr. Wyatt said that with the assistance of Kelley Caldwell that the security changes are being made.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss stated that her monthly reports were self-explanatory and asked if there were any questions. She also informed the Council that the new vault door has been installed in her office and she is very pleased with it.

Finance Officer - Gay Cox reported that the Finances were doing well and she was looking forward to working with the Department Heads and the Manager on the Budget.  

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers informed Council that Mr. Landon Holland would be meeting with the Planning Board this month regarding the Stormwater Ordinance.  

Police Dept. – Chief Clark informed the Council that a four-year-old child had been reported missing from the Newport Developmental Center but thankfully the child was found on the premises unharmed.  Chief Clark expressed thanks to the town employees and other police departments for their assistance. He also informed Council of the pre grant applications that he is waiting to hear of approval or disapproval on.  First is the Investigative of Drugs on Overtime, Mobile Data Terminals in Police vehicles, and Disciplining children. The totals of all grants are $33,812 and the Towns portion total is $9,400.

Fire/Rescue – Mr. Wyatt informed Council that Chief Holt was home ill and adds that he appreciated Chief Holt for working with us on his budget.  Mr. Wyatt added that he (Mr. Holt) is working mornings of the budget meeting and will come right after he gets off.   

Water/Sewer – Mr. Dulaney informed Council that it has been almost five years since we started the expansion of the Sewer Plant and it is time to renew the permits.  He added that the Water and Sewer plants are doing well. We have added two new lift stations. He informed the Council that there was an eight inch main break by the bridge on Highway 70 and wanted to thank everyone who assisted in the repair. It was good to see all the departments pull together and expressed appreciation to East Carolina Builders for coming very promptly with their excavator because the Town did not have the necessary equipment to do that job. He also asked for a letter of appreciation to Mr. Billy Boyd, his employees, and his company for responding so quickly.  

Buildings & Grounds – Mr. Mensch informed the Council that all was going well with the Street Department. He added the shop was recently broken into.  He added that he was getting new locks and fencing installed so the building would be more secure. 

Fleet Maintenance – Jimmy Bristle informed the Council that he is looking into OSHA requirements for all the Departments. He encouraged supervisors to enforce these requirements for the protection of the employees as well as the Town. He added that his shop was also broken into and the large items were taken.  He said that he and Marty is working with Mrs. Weiss on the insurance to get this equipment replaced. 

Councilman Lindblade moved that we contract with CPA Firm, Martin Starnes and Associates, of Hickory to perform this years audit a cost of $13,500 see attached. Discussion:  Councilman Davis asked if there were other quotes. Manager stated there were none and informed that there was usually a three-year window for auditors and after that three years others would be asked. Mayor Garner asked if there was more discussion. There being none, Councilman Blunt seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously, 5-0.

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the yearly dues of $1,500 for Newport to the Allies of Cherry Point Tomorrow, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Kelley Caldwell stated that Julie Doshier, Chairman of the Recreational Advisory Commission was sick and asked if she would present the following request.  Mrs. Caldwell asked council to help fund new bullpens at the Little League Field. The Little League has raised $3,000 towards this project and she is here on their behalf to ask Council to support their request for $4,000. Councilman Davis commended them for monies raised for this project and asked if other fields would need bullpens in the future. There was more discussion. Councilman Blunt asked if there were funds in the budget for this request. Mrs. Caldwell stated there were monies in Recreation. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the $4,000 to help purchase the bullpens at the Little League Field, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.    

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for doing a good job. They also thanked the citizens who attended and expressed appreciation for their support. Councilmembers congratulated Mayor Garner for receiving the “Citizen of the Year” award. Council also commended all those that were involved in the locating of the young child; “great teamwork”. Councilman Lindblade inquired about the progress on the painting of the Community Building. Kelley Caldwell said that Marty Mensch would let us know when it is warm enough to paint. He also asked about the youth Council progress.  Mayor Garner stated that he would get additional information on this issue.     

Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adjourn at 9:10 p.m. seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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