TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

January 2nd, 2007

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Derek Taylor, Town Attorney. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and on behalf of Council asked Reverend Susan Lindblade to give the invocation tonight and for the New Year.

Mayor Garner asked Council if there were any changes to the agenda. There was none. Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meeting of November 28th, December 5th and December 19th, 2006. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, Seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner stated that at this time we extend the courtesy of the podium to our citizens who wish to make statements or ask questions of Council. 

Amber Nead/Abbi Davis, Newport Roadrunner 4-H Club, stated that it was their goal to create a position on the Newport, Morehead City, and Beaufort Town Councils for a high school citizen. This position will therefore allow the youth member to voice the thoughts and opinions of other youth in those towns.

The positions for each council are to be filled by youth ages 16-18 years old who attend public, private or home schooling in the respected towns.  Campaigning and voting will be held in the schools and fellow students of those schools will participate in voting. Mayor Garner asked Council for questions. (Letter request attached)

Mayor Garner explained that it would require more time for Council to look into the request. He added that the Citizens elect this Council and this youth member would have no say or be able to vote. He said that there are certain criteria’s that must be met to be a part of Council.  Mayor Garner thanked them for their interest.

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Mr. Ed Wyatt, Interim Manager thanked Council for the Christmas bonuses given to the employees.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector - No comments.  
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers stated that we are still receiving permits from DEHNR for the Castle Glenn Retirement Complex. He also advised that traffic calming devices are in place in South Park. The new vault door is ordered and should be arriving next week.  The Finance Officers door has arrived and Jimmy Bristle will install it.  

Recreation Dept. No comments.
Police Dept.  – Chief Clark informed Council that the checkpoint was very successful on Highway 70 and on Orange Street.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt informed Council that the water tank at the Sub Station has been marked out and it is his goal to be finished in February. Mr. Wyatt added that he wanted to take this opportunity to thank Chief Holt for attending the Staff Meetings.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the elections from the fire department on the Captains and Lieutenants for 2007, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. (Attached) 

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that the Division of Water Quality is finishing up their checklist and was pleased with the work and we will be receiving a letter from them on the approved 600,000 gallons.  The Contractor is finishing up their last little details and we are making progress. 
Buildings & Grounds – No comments.  

Fleet Maintenance – No comments. 

Mayor Garner stated that he was requested by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck to meet with the Principal of the Newport Elementary School in an effort to obtain the playground equipment they are replacing.  She agreed that the Town of Newport could have the playground equipment when it is replaced some time in March.  

Mr. Wyatt informed the Council that he spoke with the Coastal Regional Solid Waste Management Authority Director this morning and requested that this issue be put on hold until further notice. He added that the Town Attorney has a copy for his review.

 Mayor Garner stated that Ms. Judy Hills who is assisting the Council in the Managers search has agreed to continue providing assistance until the Managers position is filled. The attached list is for further assistance which can be either $50 per hour, or a total of $1200.  Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the agreement of $1200 with the Eastern Carolina Council for Judy Hills’s further assistance in the Managers position see attached, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote:  unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner recognized County Commissioner Wade Nelms and extended to him the courtesy of the podium.  Mr. Nelms thanked everyone for their encouragement, support and will do the best job serving the County and the Newport area.  He added that he had already had calls reference the intersections on Highway 70.  He stated that he called the Department of Transportation and requested that they repair the intersections as soon as they can. He said they would get to them after the holiday and when the weather permits.   

Mayor Garner reminded the Council of the meeting on the 9th, of January with Ms. Judy Hills, reference the Manager search for the Town of Newport in the Remembrance room at 4:30 pm. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being at the meeting and expressed appreciation for the good job they continue to do and thanked the constituents for coming.  Council thanked Commissioner Nelms for coming tonight. Council wished everyone to have a Happy New Year. Councilman Lindblade asked what the status on painting the Community Building was.  Kelley Caldwell replied that the paint needed to be purchased. Council thanked the Police Department and Fire Department who had a call regarding one of the residents of the “Newport House” who was missing. Chief Holt and Chief Clark were commended on the way it was handled. The VIPS were recognized for their volunteer hours. 

Mayor Garner stated if there was nothing else to come before Council at this time, he would entertain a motion to go into closed session incompliance with [N.C.G.S.  143-318.11 (a)]

Mark Hibbs asked if the closed session was to discuss the report of a State Investigation of an alleged misconduct and request that the discussion be made in open session. Mayor Garner referred to the Town Attorney, Derek Taylor.  Mr. Taylor stated that there is a specific General Statute, which allows the Council to go into closed session to discuss this matter, that being [N.C.G.S.  143-318.11 (a) (7)} To plan, conduct, or hear reports concerning investigations of alleged criminal conduct. Following the closed session, there will be a public statement made at that time. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to go into closed session at 8:10 p.m. 

Councilman Lindblade stated that in conclusion he hoped there is some form of a report that could be made public for our citizens.  Mayor Garner stated that he would refer this to the Manager and the Attorney.  Derek Taylor, Attorney stated that we could discuss that in closed session, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
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Councilman Lindblade moved to go out of closed session at 8:20 p.m., seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

There was discussion.

Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the public statement below, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Pursuant to the request of the Town of Newport, the District Attorney was asked to investigate the circumstances surrounding what the Town believed to be missing funds that could not be accounted for.  The amount unaccounted for is believed to be no more than $2,000, however the Town Mayor, Council, and current Manager take their responsibility for be stewards of the public’s trust and resources very seriously and felt the investigation was therefore justified.  The District Attorney’s office has completed its investigation and has determined that “there is insufficient evidence to establish probable cause to determine criminal charges.”

The Town of Newport has and will continue to develop new and improved internal control measures to assure that any potential for future losses of this nature are minimized. Other than taking action to implement such improvements, the Town has no current plans to take any further action regarding this matter.  Since this matter deals with issues that touch upon confidential personnel information and since protection of the personal rights of the Town’s employees is of utmost importance of the Town, there will be no further public statements or comment by the Town regarding this matter. 

Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m., seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
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