TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

July 3rd, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Homer Blizzard Councilman, Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey, Nelson W. Taylor Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Town Attorney.    
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Susan Lindblade gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Lindblade made the motion to adopt the agenda, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meetings of June 1st, June 5th, and June 12th, 2007. There was one question. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes above as presented, seconded by Councilman Lindblade.  Councilman Lindblade questioned whether or not a motion which was denied due to the lack of a second should be in the minutes. It was agreed that the question would be posed to the Attorney upon his arrival. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Mayor recognized Citizens who wished to address the Council. 
Mr. Schaefer of 1647 New Bern Street stated that his wife had been here several times concerning the ditch behind their house. They are fearful of someone getting hurt.  He stated that they had been to talk to the Council a number of times and they want help with the ditch. He said about three years ago he called the NC EPA and they sent a representative down. He stated that the Developer, Gary Mercer was supposed to have put a 12-3 pitch in the ditch from Chatham Street to the canal, and that was never done.  Mr. Casey stated that he had been out to the property. He informed the Council and Mr. Schaefer that he, the Public Works Supervisor and experts are looking into this issue. 
Gregory Smith of New Bern Street was also recognized to express concerns about the ditch. Both he and Mr. Schaefer expressed their thanks to Councilman Davis for meeting with then to discuss the situation.   
Herb Aponte’ who resides at the corner of Chatham Street and Westfield Road stated that he has resided at that location for ten to fifteen years and was requesting that a new sign be placed at that corner.  He stated that there used to be a concrete post at the corner of the streets and he requested that a new informational sign be placed at that location mostly for emergency purposes.
County Commissioner Wade Nelms was recognized. Commissioner Nelms stated that he sent an email to Council earlier and asked them if they had any questions of him.  Mayor Garner stated that he appreciated the memo. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck was concerned about the 4% annual interest charge that the County assessed until the Fire District debt was paid in full. He added that it was his understanding that the Chairman requested that the 4% be added to the balance until paid in full, also that the five hundred thousand dollars for purchase of property for a park in the Newport area be transferred to the County general fund from the parks.  Mr. Nelms stated that he was not aware of that but would find out tomorrow. 
Mayor Garner then recognized Richard Casey, Town Manager for the remainder of the agenda items.

Mr. Casey informed the Council that the next item on the agenda is the amendment to the Water and Sewer Ordinance.  He stated that this was on the agenda for the June meeting, but was not voted on due to the discussion and subsequent vote on the rate increases only. He stated that this amendment addresses other issues including a septic tank maintenance fee for those residents located within city limits, increases in certain bore fees, road cut fees, meter re-read fees, and water and sewer impact fees. The amendment also clarifies the policy for deposit refunds.  He recommends that the Council approve ordinance amendment.  Mr. Casey also added that Clay Dulaney was here to answer any questions.  Mayor Garner asked if the Council was ready to act on the amendment.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the Water/Sewer Ordinance amendments, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Discussion: Councilman Lindblade asked a question regarding Section 3.0, Septic Tank maintenance fee. Is there any preventative maintenance that can be done with those funds? Clay Dulaney stated that this will be a pool of money to be used specifically for maintaining septic tanks and drain lines. A pumping schedule is forth coming. Councilman Lindblade also had a question on Section 6.05 regarding a service fee of $20 for miscellaneous services. Mr. Dulaney stated that this was a fee to turn on and off water for those who were gone two to three weeks at the time (i.e. vacation, leak repair, cleaning, etc.) 

Councilman Davis asked how many septic tanks this would apply to. Clay stated that the only one right now that he was aware of was Mr. Joey Campbell’s. He further stated that Lana Gardens which is under construction will also have septic tanks, Ashley Place, and several other projects which were not identified were also mentioned. Mr. Davis asked Clay if it was under his opinion that being they had be annexed and the town is unable to provide sewer to the homeowner, that the Town accepts the responsibility of replacing the drain lines verses the homeowner.  Clay replied, yes, in the future.  Mayor Garner stated that it was his understanding that maintenance for the septic tanks systems is to bee paid for by impact fees which are to be identified specifically for that purpose and that when sewer becomes available, those homes will be connected.  Clay affirmed that this was correct.  There being no further discussion the question was called and the motion was approved. Vote: 4 ayes and 1 nay (Councilman Davis)

Mayor Garner asked at this time to revisit the question that Councilman Lindblade had of a prior motion.  Councilman Lindblade asked Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney, if it would be appropriate for a motion that was made in last months meeting on the water/sewer rates that died for the lack of a second, to be recorded. Mr. Taylor said that it would be proper to include it and record that it died for lack of a second.  
Mr. Casey asked Council to reschedule the August Council meeting from August 7th, to August 8th due to a conflict with the "National Night Out" which had been scheduled for August 7th.  Councilman Blunt moved to change the August 7th, meeting date to August 8th at 7:30pm, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  
The Manager stated that item six on the agenda is to ask Council to reschedule a public hearing on the rezoning of property belonging to Dorothy Baldree from Commercial Highway (CH) to R-15.  The hearing was originally scheduled for July 3, 2007 at 7:45 pm, but we failed to provide the written notice to the neighboring property owners, we need to reschedule the public hearing.  Councilman Lindblade moved to reschedule the public hearing for August 8, 2007 at 7:45pm for the rezoning of Dorothy Baldree’s property as requested, seconded Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 

Next on the agenda was an Interlocal agreement with the Coastal Regional Solid Waste Management Authority.  The current agreement was signed in 1992 and will expire in June, 2008 because the Authority's debt will be retired.  The new agreement will have a five-year term.  The Authority has similar agreements with 28 other municipalities.  In short, the agreement spells out the authority for and purpose of the agreement, and the responsibilities of the parties.  Mr. Casey informed Council that Mr. Taylor has reviewed the agreement. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the agreement with the Coastal Regional Solid Waste Management Authority and the Town of Newport as presented, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 
Next on the agenda was an agreement with Progress Energy authorizing the Town's use of the fifty-foot easement area for the new waterline to be constructed from well #5 to the water plant.  He added that the terms of the agreement are favorable to the town. Without the agreement, we can not proceed with the project. He also added that Mr. Taylor has reviewed the agreement.  Councilman Lindblade moved to approve this agreement with Progress Energy and the Town as presented, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  

Mr. Casey stated that the next item was a Memorandum of Agreement with the NC Dept of Transportation for the emergency removal of debris from public roads and streets during a state of disaster or state of emergency.  This agreement is required because FEMA has tightened the purse strings on reimbursements for debris clean up.  We can still get reimbursed for certain clean up activities, but the process has now been formalized and documented in this MOA. Councilman Davis moved to approve the MOA with the NC Dept of Transportation for the emergency removal of debris with the Town as presented, seconded Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimously, 5-0. 

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that they should have received their financial reports for June and reminded Council the figures will change when all the bills are in for June. He wished everyone a safe and happy 4th of July.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report at this time. 
Recreation -   Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add at this time. 
Building Inspector. – Mr. Casey stated that Mr. Chambers will not be here tonight and if Council had any questions on his report that he would be happy to try to answer.
Police Dept. – No one attended and had no Police report for this month and will report on the previous month’s activity.
Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add at this time. Councilman Lindblade questioned Chief Holts report regarding there only being one emergency shower/eye wash station in operation and asked him to explain that. Chief Holt replied that the other one was in and will be installed by the end of the month at the substation. 
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add at this time. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch is on vacation this week and Mr. Casey stated if there were any question about this department he would be happy to address them.  

Fleet Maintenance – Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Council Remarks: 

Mayor Garner asked the Manager, Mr. and Mrs. Casey to please stand as he wanted to welcome our newest residents to the Town of Newport.  Council and guest applauded them. All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. Council also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for doing a good job and wished everyone a safe and happy 4th, of July. Council also congratulated Chief Holt in his new “full time” position as Fire Chief. 
Councilman Lindblade requested that Council needs to set a course now to develop a plan which will assess the needs of our departments and administrate the growth of the town. We need to begin identifying the long term challenges that we face in order to prepare for them. He also suggested involving our citizens for the things they would like to see happen in the future. Tonight he would like to formally adopt a plan for growth. Councilman Lindblade move to begin the process of developing a long range planning guide for the Town of Newport which will address the needs of our community from a growth, economic, and administrative standpoint. Vote: unanimously, 5-0.  Mayor Garner added that in the past, there was talk about the town needing a five (5) year plan, but nothing was ever done. Council again expressed appreciation to County Commissioner Nelms for attending the meeting.

Mayor Garner asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting if there was no further business. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:22 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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