TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 6th, 2007

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Interim Town Manager Ed Wyatt, Nelson W. Taylor Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Town Attorney. Absent: Councilman Homer Blizzard.  
Mayor Garner asked for a motion to excuse Councilman Blizzard, who had suffered a fall and would not be able to attend tonight. Councilman Lindblade moved to excuse Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and on behalf of Council asked Reverend Susan Lindblade to give the invocation.
Mayor Garner asked the Council if there were any changes to the agenda. Mayor Garner asked for the Resolution for Council to Designate an Official to sign papers for the 2008 Mosquito Control to be added under Item 5. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck made the motion to adopt the agenda with the above change to item 5, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meetings of February 2nd, February 5th, February 6th, February 9th, February 15th, and February 22nd, 2007. Councilman Blunt stated that there was one correction on the February 9th, meeting on line 22, add man to the word Council. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes with the one correction as presented, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mayor Garner stated that the reason for the number of meetings last month was because this Council has been very active in interviewing candidates for Manager. The Council has made a selection. Mr. Richard Casey was selected and will be arriving on the 2nd, of April 2007 and we look very much forward to his arrival, but we’re not looking forward to Mr. Wyatt leaving us.

Citizens Comments:  

Mayor Garner introduced Mr. Dan Oliver, Eastern Regional Manager of Progress Energy.  Mr. Oliver presented the Pig Cookin’ President, Jim Bristle and the Town with a donation in hopes to help serve the community. Mr. Oliver thanked the Town and the Pig Cookin Association for all they do to strengthen the Community.  
Jim Bristle President and Bobby Prescott, Vice President of the Newport Pig Cookin, presented Mr. Oliver with a plaque in appreciation for all that Progress Energy does to us. 
Joseph Campbell, 115 Willis Farm Road. Mr. Campbell stated that he was here last October, November, December about de-annexing his property.  He stated that the Mayor Garner asked him to think about what he was asking for in not wanting to be annexed.  He said that he has thought about it and he has no hard feelings but would request that Council de-annex his property from the city limits. Mayor Garner explained the history on this issue. He stated that after Mr. Joyce obtained the property from the US Forestry Service, he requested that it be annexed in the Town Following the annexation Mr. Joyce sold the property on which Mr. Campbell’s home is located to Mr. Ernest Willis, Mr. Campbell’s father-in-law.  Mr. Campbell was aware that it was within the corporate limits at the time he built. Mayor Garner recognized Bob Chambers. Mr. Chambers stated that Mr. Campbell has city water, but not city sewer, because it was not available at the time he built and still isn’t.  Mr. Chambers stated that the Town will maintain his septic tank until sewer becomes available.  
There were concerns on the legality of the de-annexation. Councilman Davis asked the Town Attorney if there can be a study on this issue and what would the cost be; who would be responsible for paying it.  Mr. Taylor stated that there could be a study if the Council wishes to do so, the study would require two Council members, the Manager and himself.  Mr. Taylor added that the Town should provide all the services to Mr. Campbell that the other residents in Town receive with one exception, that being the sewer until such time as the Town makes that available. He said with all that being said it sounds like the Town is doing that.

Mayor Garner asked the Manager and Clay Dulaney to draft a letter regarding maintaining Mr. Campbell’s septic tank should it fail. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to ask for legal opinion from the Town Attorney regarding Mr. Campbell’s request on removing his property from the city limits, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.    Mr. Wyatt informed Mr. Campbell that he would respond promptly on this legal opinion 

County Commissioner Wade Nelms was recognized and spoke of the request for financial assistance for the Recreation Department. Mr. Nelms stated that he would make sure that the Town would receive the monies requested from the County for Recreation by the end of the fiscal year.  

 Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Manager – Mr. Wyatt stated that the population is a big factor in some of the state revenues that we would receive for next year budget and he was waiting on that information from the NCLM.  He added that all the departments have different needs.  The security system for the Town hall is in the process of being accomplished.  Interior door locks will be installed at the Town Hall this month.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss asked if there were any questions regarding her report. She cited a list of Real Estate property owners who have not paid taxes this year and advised that according to NC General Statutes she has to advertise them. She asked Council for the approval of the advertising of the 2006 Tax Liens.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved for the Tax Collector to advertise the 2006 tax liens in the March 16th, edition of the Carteret County News Times, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 4-0, 1 absent.  
Finance Officer - Gay Cox was not present.

Recreation -  Kelley Caldwell stated that the Community Building has been painted, the lettering looks very nice and we are pleased with the way the Park has turned out. She thanked the Street Department for their help.  Ms. Caldwell stated that she was asked by the Recreational Advisory Commission to request help from Council to replace the big slide that was in the park.  The estimated amount she had was $5900. She added that there was a slide in their agenda for $5995 plus shipping & handling. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to purchase the slide for $5995 plush shipping and handling to replace the slide that was in the park. Discussion? Councilman Blunt asked if this request would come out of the recreation budget. Ms. Caldwell stated that it would.  Councilman Davis stated that he was curious why there was one no vote on this request for a replacement of the slide from the Recreation Advisory Commission. Ms. Caldwell said that the “no” vote, did not want to spend the money on a slide.  Councilman Blunt stated that he was concerned about the size of the slide.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck stated that this was a larger slide. The motion seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers informed Council that the request for inspections have slowed down some. 

Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report at this time.
Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt stated that he is working through the State Fire Marshal’s office trying to get a ruling on the water tank at the Sub station in the fire district.  He stated that he had talked with Mr. Daniels who informed him that we can get points for above ground storage water tanks.  They are looking for 30,000 gallons. We currently have a 4” well at that site. Mr. Quinn who installed the well stated that it will only produce 90 to 110 gallons per minute.  The pump there now is also substandard for the size tank we want to install.  We are proceeding with the above ground tank and Mr. Quinn is getting a price for a 6” well which would produce the required amount of water and also a pump that would pump 170 gallons per minute verses installing a seconded tank. The pump and well that we now have are insufficient for the tank that we currently have according to the State Fire Marshal office.  Rob stated that he will get a price from Mr. Quinn. Mr. Quinn advised him that there might be a larger tank at Open Grounds Farms.

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that the water tower has been painted and he is very pleased with the results. The Company did a good job.  Mayor Garner asked Mr. Dulaney, how frequently do we have to clean and paint the water towers.  Mr. Dulaney stated that there was no certain time, just when needed.  

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch asked Council to adopt the Resolution to designate an Official to sign papers and to otherwise represent the Board in Connection with Mosquito Control for 2008. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck asked to adopt the Resolution on the 2008 Mosquito Control designating the Manager to represent the Board as presented, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Fleet Maintenance – Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Mr. Chambers stated that Council needed to set a public hearing for a re-zoning request on the Grays property from Residential to Commercial highway. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to set a public hearing on the zoning requested by Edith A Gray for the property located at Hilltop Road and Nine Foot Road from R-20 to Commercial Highway on April 3rd, 2007 at 8:00 pm, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Chambers stated that the other issue was for a public hearing to be set for an amendment dealing with the side yard and rear yard setbacks to the Zoning Ordinance.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to set a public hearing on a text amendment of the Zoning Ordinance dealing with the side yard and rear yard setback of the Residential r-10 Zone for April 3rd, 2007 at 7:45 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner reminded Council about a concern he had last year in transporting portable generators during a storm from one location to another and trying to get the lift station operational. At that time we could only afford to purchase one but needed two. Mayor Garner stated that it would be appropriate to move forward on this issue and recommended to Council that we purchase two generators for the lift stations at an approximate cost of $40,000: monies to come from the Water/Sewer Customer Service Capital Outlay budget and transferred to the Sewer Capital Outlay Equipment.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to purchase two generators for $40,000 for the lift stations and set them up, seconded by Councilman Davis.  Councilman Davis asked how many lift stations did the town have?  Mr. Dulaney states there were nine lift stations in Town.  Mayor Garner stated that the Town Council is not approving manual switches; we are approving automatic transfer switches to be installed when the generators are received.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for doing a good job. They also thanked the citizens who attended. Council commended everyone who was involved with the painting of the Community Building, the area looks great. Council also commended the Fire Department for a good job in helping to find the two girls lost in the forest and thanked God that it was a happy ending. Councilman Lindblade stated that he wanted us to look into the impact fees.  In order to get impact fees beyond water and sewer, we have to get legislation for our legislator.  It was his recommendation that we pursue this. Councilman Davis asked Chief Clark to keep Council informed on the grant for the radars, etc. Thanked Mr. Wyatt on his memo on the budget and need to pay more attention on the expenses and the revenues.  
Mayor Garner reminded Council that the Woodmen of the World were giving a dinner on the 17th, of March at 5:30 pm. and that Council and their spouses are invited.  He also expressed a special appreciation to Mr. Ed Wyatt, Judy Hills with the ECC and Nelson Taylor because in the past 45 days they have been called on quite frequently reference the recruitment pf a new Manager.  

Councilman Davis moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  
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