TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting
November 7th, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey, Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney. Absent: Councilman Homer Blizzard,
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on October 2nd, 2007. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade and Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner informed Council that Councilman Blizzard came to the office in the afternoon and said that he was improving however; he did not feel that his condition would let him be to the meeting tonight because of the cool weather. He has trouble breathing, so he asked Mayor Garner to ask Council to excuse him from the meeting tonight.  Councilman Lindblade moved to excuse Councilman Blizzard, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: motion carried, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.  Mayor Garner introduced John Drake. Mr. Drake is from White Sands. He stated that it was that time again and asked Council’s permission to have a bonfire in the Newport Park on December 20th, 2007. He is with the West Carteret High School Band Boosters and every year about this time they have a bonfire for about 150 students which is chaperoned by 50 to 60 adults. He added that he knew we still had a burning ban state wide. Mayor Garner referred the request to the Manager. Mr. Casey informed Mr. Drake that the Town would support the activities but can not allow the bone fire because of the state burn ban, but hopefully it will be lifted before then. Mr. Casey stated that he would contact the County Fire Marshall. Mayor Garner informed Mr. Drake that the Manager would look into this issue and get back with him. Mr. Drake stated that last year they had Fire Fighters stand by just to be on the safe side. He invited members from the Fire Department to join them at the bonfire and eat again this year. 
Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items. 
Mr. Casey asked that Council set a public hearing date for a rezoning proposal from J. E. Waddell.  The property in question is on Mann Street. Mr. Waddell is asking that it be rezoned from Commercial Downtown (CD) to Residential (R-10).  He recommended that Council set the public hearing for the date of the next scheduled Council meeting. Councilman Lindblade moved to set a public hearing on December 4th, 2007 at 7:45 pm for the purpose of a re-zoning request by J. E. Waddell for the property located at 806 Mann Street from Commercial Downtown (CD) to (R-10), second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, I absent.
Mr. Casey informed Council that that the Planning Board approved the appointment of Mrs. Cathy Tomon to the Board on October 22, 2007. He recommended Council’s approval. Councilman Davis moved to appoint Cathy Tomon to the Newport Planning Board, second by Councilman Blunt, Discussion: Councilman Davis informed those who did not know Mrs. Tomon that she lives in Gracelyn Park and comes highly recommended with an excellent background. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item for Council to consider is the write-off of $13,052.80 of accounts receivable deemed to be uncollectible in the water and sewer enterprise fund.  All of this debt is over three years old, which defines the statute of limitations timeframe in North Carolina, and represents unpaid bills from 96 separate accounts.  Some of the accounts were sent to a collection agency several years ago but they were unsuccessful in recovery. Other accounts were sent through the debt set-off program but have now expired. This action will affect our balance sheet by reducing the accounts receivable total in the water and sewer enterprise fund by $13,052.80, thereby more accurately representing our fiscal reality. Mr. Casey recommends approval of this action recognizing that this debt is uncollectible. He added that the Town Auditor has advised us to take this action. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to write off the uncollectible debt of $13,052.80, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Councilman Davis asked Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney if civil process or small claims court was an option. Mr. Taylor replied that there is, but with the three year Statue of Limitations: if the person you are trying to collect from comes to court and states that they plea the Statue of Limitations that would be the end of it.  After further discussion Mayor Garner asked if there was further discussion, Councilman Davis asked for this subject to be put on the agenda for the work session scheduled on Friday, November 16th, 2007. The motion was approved. Vote: 3 ayes (Lindblade, Kanuck, and Blunt) and 1 opposed (Davis), 1 absent (Blizzard).
Mr. Casey requested that Council award the raw water improvements construction contract to Cieszko Construction Company of Havelock, North Carolina. Cieszko was the lowest of seven bidders for the project at $261,502 and the bid has been determined to be responsive and whole by our engineering firm and Public Utilities Director.  He said that once the contract is awarded, a Notice to Proceed can be issued and work could start as early as next month.  Funding for the project will be provided through the recent issuance of bonds through USDA and recommended approval of this contract award.  Councilman Blunt moved to award Cieszko Construction Company of Havelock the contract for the raw water improvements construction as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey asked Council to approve a new Traffic Control Ordinance replacing the ordinance that was passed in July of 2006.  The new ordinance reflects changes in stop sign placement throughout the Town. He recommended approval of the ordinance.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the new Traffic Control Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion; Councilman Lindblade stated that in Section 16-79 “Applicability to authorized emergency vehicles,” there is no mention of flashing lights in case of an emergency; that needs to be looked into. Also Section 16-80, Direction of Traffic by Police, he stated that there have been times when Street Department employees have helped, and we need to look into this also. Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor added that there is a danger in having a person who has not been trained to direct traffic and does something wrong. The Town can be sued. Mayor Garner suggested that Council pass this ordinance tonight and have it placed on the work session agenda for further consideration. Mr. Taylor agreed with the Mayor to discuss it at the work session. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month of October were included in their agenda packets. He stated that there were computer problems but all of the data has been recovered. The Administrative Department and Customer Service Department put a lot of effort and extra work in getting all the information back in the system and he thanked them. He concluded by suggesting that we say a prayer for those that are in the service today and thank those Veterans who served.  Mayor Garner also expressed his appreciation to Mrs. Casey for her help those three days. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 
Building Inspector. – Bob Chambers stated that he was able to work on the Nuisance Ordinance abatement; posted four houses last month for them to clean up yards, trash etc, and some people are making an effort to do so. He is also working on the possibility of two houses being donated to the Fire Department for training purposes but one of them is too close to other property to burn. He also reminded everyone that we are still under a burn ban. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell informed Council that the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) met and elected a new Vice Chairman, Tim Stipe. She asked that the number of members of the committee be changed to nine (9) because it is so hard to get a quorum. She further stated that she has several changes to amend the recreation ordinance which will go before the RAC this month and come back to the Council in December. 

Police Dept. – Officer Pollock informed Council that Chief Clark and Officer Bocker were attending a work shop in New Bern reference the Governors Crime Commission on grant opportunities.  

Fire/Rescue – Manager stated that Chief Holt has gone on an emergency call at this time. 
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney informed the Council that his doctor has released him to return to work fulltime, following a knee replacement.  Mayor welcomed Clay back.  
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch was unable to attend the meeting. 

Mayor Garner introduced County Commissioner, Wade Nelms. Mr. Nelms spoke regarding issues he wanted to see resolved and projects he wished to see accomplished.  Mayor Garner thanked Mr. Nelms for his attendance. 
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council members congratulated candidates Ken Davis, Frank Blunt and David Heath on winning the elections. Council wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
Mayor Garner asked if there was further business. There being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck Blunt moved to adjourn at 8:40 pm, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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