TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

October 2nd, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Homer Blizzard, Councilman Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey, Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Town Attorney.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Susan Lindblade gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Lindblade made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on September 4th, and September 12th, 2007. There was one correction on page one (1) of September 12th; delete Homer Blizzard on line six (6). Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes with the change, as presented, second by Councilman Blizzard.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner presented a Proclamation Declaring National 4-H Week for adoption. Councilman Blizzard moved to adopt the Proclamation Declaring National 4-H Week in the Town of Newport from October 7th, through October 13th, 2007, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0
Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.  No one responded.

Mayor Garner then recognized Richard Casey, Town Manager for the remainder of the agenda items. 
The Manager recognized Chief Clark who asked Mayor Garner to join him in recognizing Officer Lori Willis for her efforts in organizing National Night Out and Officer Keith Lewis for his handling of a serious assault incident that occurred last year.  He stated that we've waited until now to recognize Officer Lewis because the offenders in the incident were just recently sentenced and we wanted to wait until the case was resolved. Mayor Garner read the Proclamations for the two Officers and expressed his and Council’s appreciation for their efforts.
Mr. Casey introduced J P Jones, with Martin Starnes & Associates. Mr. Jones, Senior Accountant summarized the audit and added that the financial statements do not reflect the money that is being held back from the Town through the County’s practice of withholding Fire District Ad Valorem tax revenue and added if there were any questions, he would be glad to answer them.   After going over the year-end audit with Council, Mayor Garner asked if there were any questions. After some discussion on the audit, Council and Mayor Garner expressed their appreciation for him coming tonight.  
Mr. Casey introduced Landin Holland of Holland Consulting Planners, Inc. Mr. Holland provided an update on storm water issues, programs, and grant opportunities.  He will continue to work with the Planning Board and update the Council periodically. 

Mr. Casey requested that Council authorize the Town to enter into a contract with E.C. Restoration of Cedar Point, NC to mitigate a mold problem at the fire department building.  The contractor estimates a total cost of $14,975 to complete the work.  Since this is the only local company we could find that does this work, we were not able to obtain comparative estimates for this project, but the price is fair based on the opinions of those employees who are familiar with this type of work.  His recommendation to Council is to authorize the approval of this contract. Councilman Davis asked if we had any references from this company. Mr. Casey informed Council we did not, but we will get references.  Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to accept the Contract with EC Restorations, Inc. providing there were no other estimates lower within a two week period, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
The Manager asked Council to approve a Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $1.7 Million General Obligation Water and Sewer Bond, Series 2007 of the Town of Newport, North Carolina.  He explained that the proceeds of the bond will pay off the $900,000 bond anticipation note plus interest that matures on October 24, 2007 and finance the remaining water and sewer improvement projects that were approved by the Council at the August Council meeting.  Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney has reviewed the resolution and has found no problems with it.  He recommended that this Resolution be approved. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the Resolution as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mr. Casey said the next item for Council to consider is to approve a new Speed Limit Ordinance.  This ordinance has been a long time in development, and is now ready for Council’s approval; Town staff has thoroughly reviewed the ordinance and he recommended Council approval. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the Speed Limit Ordinance as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. (Attached)
The Manager asked Council to approve an ordinance that amends the Town Nuisance Ordinance by adding the words, "or within one (1) mile thereof ..." to the first paragraph of Section 11-21.  The North Carolina General Statutes authorize a town to remove, abate or remedy everything in the town corporate limits, or within one mile thereof, that is dangerous or prejudicial to public health or safety.  Our current ordinance only allows for these mitigation actions within the town limits. He said many of the problems we have with respect to excessive trash accumulation and other health hazards occur outside, but within one mile of the town limits, especially along main thoroughfares. These areas not only present potential health hazards, but are eyesores that create and present a very unfavorable impression of the town.  Some would argue that this amounts to the Town doing the County's job for them.  We look at it as a way to ensure that problems are addressed by working together with the County.  We are in the process of developing a strong relationship with the County office responsible for enforcing the rules and regulations pertaining to these nuisances outside town limits.  
Councilman Blunt moved to approve the amendment to the Town Nuisance Ordinance as presented, second Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Councilman Lindblade moved to change the November Council meeting date to Wednesday, November 7th, due to Election Day being on Tuesday, November 6th, 2007, second by Councilman Blizzard. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager –.  Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month were included in their agenda packets. He read two letters from the Commander of MCAS Cherry Point thanking Chief Holt and his department for their assistance during the recent fire at the station Administration building. The Manager expressed his appreciation as well.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss informed Council that the 2007 Real Estate Tax bills have been sent and she has already begun receiving payments of some.
Building Inspector. – Bob Chambers had nothing to add to his report.
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt thanked everyone that helped with the accident on Highway 70 earlier today.
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report.  
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance – Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. Council also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Several thanked the staff for an excellent job with the mosquito control spraying. Mayor Garner shared that he had received an American Flag that had flown over Iraqi from Greg Bowen; it has been framed and placed near the front door. He invited everyone to please go by and see it.   Mayor Garner invited everyone to the dedication of the Mann and Long Addition to the Library at 4:00 pm Thursday, October 11th. 
Mayor Garner asked if there was further business. There being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Blunt moved to adjourn at 8:23 pm, seconded by Councilman Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner
Certified Municipal Clerk




Mayor  
PAGE  
3

