TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

September 4th, 2007
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Richard Kanuck, Councilman Homer Blizzard Councilman, Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Town Manager Richard Casey, Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney and Derek Taylor, Assistant Town Attorney.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Susan Lindblade gave the invocation. 
The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Lindblade made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on August 8th, 2007. There were no changes. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Mayor recognized Ms. Amber Nead who informed the Council that she was working on her Gold Award in Girl Scouts this fall. She said that her goal was to renovate the Craven County Fairgrounds livestock barn where the fair takes place every October. She informed Council that the livestock barn is not safe for the animals and people to display their exhibits. Her goal is to make it safe for everyone and everything. She requested that if the farmers here would donate their antique tools and old farm equipment for the show, it would be taken care of and returned after the fair is held. She requested that anyone who would like to donate antiques or help to please call her at 223-2950.
Jan Garber informed the Council that he heard that the stop signs issue (for the Coves) was on the agenda. Mayor Garner informed Mr. Garber that it was not.  Mr. Garber had a petition not to have any more stop signs placed on the intersection between The Coves and the Dollar General. He asked that the Clerk keep it in the records for when it comes up in the future. 

Donna Schaefer of New Bern Street spoke regarding the ditch issue behind her house. Mayor Garner recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey, who informed Mrs. Schaefer that he had met with Mr. Todd Kelly and was getting information on how to appropriately get this issue resolved.  Mrs. Schaefer stated that the Carteret County newspaper said she was cutting the ditch and that was not true. The inmates were cutting the ditch so close to the roots she asked them to stop until something was done about the ditch. 

Harold Chartley at 1000 Orange Street was concerned about the drainage problem at the corner of Market Street and Orange Street. He stated that a drain tile which has been there since 1938 is collapsed and when it rains heavy or a storm comes there is from three to six inches of water that stands in his yard. He stated that he had called the State Department of Transportation and spoke with David Livingston who told him there was no money in the budget for that repair.   Mayor Garner stated that he would hope that the Town and the State would be able to work together on this issue.  Mr. Chartley said there is a Stormwater Ordinance being prepared and he hoped this issue and other issues would be taken under advisement.  

 Mayor Garner then recognized Richard Casey, Town Manager for the remainder of the agenda items. Mr. Casey stated that the next two items on the agenda are public hearings for annexation. The first one involves the two parcels at Fort Benjamin Commons and the second is for Lana Garden’s Subdivision.  Lana Gardens may be contentious because the subdivision is on town water but not on town sewer yet. 
Mayor Garner stated that the public hearings have been duly advertised and posted in the timely manner needed.  Councilman Lindblade motioned to open the public hearing at 7:45 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  The Manager introduced Bob Chambers to answer any questions. Mr. Chambers informed the Council that the two parcels of property at 806 Chatham Street parcel # 634701454330000 and 812 Chatham Street parcel # 634701455108000 are now owned by Joyce and Associates. Both parcels have been requested to be annexed by Pat Joyce by petition. The property is located between Highway 70 and Chatham Street. City water and sewer are available to the property. Mayor Garner asked if anyone had any questions or comments at this time.  Being there were none, Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Councilman Blunt moved to adopt the Ordinance Number A2007-01 to be titled, An Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Newport for the two properties in Fort Benjamin Commons owned by Pat Joyce, located at Fort Benjamin Commons, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Manager informed Council that the second public hearing for the eight lots in Ashley Place owned by Mr. Bob Hill was requested to be removed from the agenda by Mr. Hill which makes the Lana Garden’s Subdivision the second one tonight.   

Mr. Casey stated the next item is the Public Hearing for Lana Gardens Subdivision. It too has been duly advertised and posted. Councilman Lindblade motioned to open the public hearing, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Mr. Casey again introduced Mr. Bob Chambers to answer any questions or concerns regarding the request.  Mr. Chambers stated that the parcel number 633820916024000 is on Roberts Road behind the Handy House adjacent to Auto World of Newport. There are nine lots in the subdivision which will be provided with Town water and septic tanks with the design of sump pumps in the septic tanks with no drain fields. Mr. Chambers stated that he had received septic tank permits for these nine lots. Should the annexation be approved, each home owner will pay the impact fees for sewer connection before moving in the home and there will be a sewer reserve fund to be used when sewer becomes available. There were questions on the maintenance of the septic tanks.   Mr. Garber asked if the $5,000 goes into an enterprise fund. The Manager replied, yes and he also added that the sewer impact fee is only for the maintenance of the sewer issues and there is also a $3.00 a month fee that is for the septic tank maintenance, but once the homeowner is hooked up to the town’s sewer, the town is not responsible for the upkeep on the septic tank. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the Ordinance Number A2007-03 to be titled,  An Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Newport for Lana Gardens Subdivision on Roberts Road for nine lots, on parcel number 633820916024000 owned by Leonard Farrugia, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Manager requested that Council approve an amendment to the Fire Department Ordinance.   He stated that the changes are necessary to reflect the fact that the Fire Chief is now a full-time paid position appointed by the Town Manager and no longer elected by the department membership.  Another change reflects the fact that department Standard Operating Guidelines (SOGs) will no longer be approved by a majority of the department membership.  Only the Chief, Manager and Council approval will be required.  According to the Ordinance, the Chief is responsible for the creation of the SOGs in concurrence with the Manager, and the enforcement of the SOGs.  The SOGs must be written in accordance with fire and rescue service regulations and rules and should not be subject to a majority vote of the department membership. The Manager recommended that Council approve this request.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve this amendment to the Fire Department Ordinance as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
The Manager informed Council about a Newport River water access proposal brought to our attention by Ms. Connie Asero.  The County Water Access Committee is interested in the development of the property along the river just south of the Chatham Street Bridge.  They feel it would make an excellent recreation area to include a boat launch ramp and fishing pier. There's potential grant money and perhaps some Water Access Committee funding available for the purchase of the property.  The Town would be responsible for the maintenance and management of the area after it's developed.  There are many questions to be asked and answered, so he asked Ms. Asero and Mr. Gary Scruggs to attend the Council meeting.  He stated that although they can't speak for the Committee, they may be able to answer some of Council’s questions. The Manager said that he planned to attend a Water Access Committee meeting on Thursday, September 6th if the Council is interested in pursuing this proposal further. 

Ms. Asero stated that the Newport River is one of Eastern North Carolina’s finest rivers and has a number of dedicated volunteers from the Newport community. She will take back to the Committee that the dedication of the volunteers and citizens are wonderful.  She stated that “There are grants out there” and with everyone’s help we hope to pursue them.  Mr. Casey expressed his appreciation for them being here.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager –.  Mr. Casey reminded the Council, staff and the public that we have scheduled and advertised a Special Council Meeting on Sept 12th at 5:00pm to begin the comprehensive planning process which the Council voted approval for.  He advised that we have a vacancy on the Planning Board which we need to fill.  He also gave a short update on the ditch problem that has been brought to the Council's attention on many occasions.  We had a visit from the Division of Soil and Water Conservation engineers who will be offering their recommendations on how to proceed with remedying the problems.  He briefly commented on the bid openings for the water and sewer projects which occurred on Tuesday afternoon at 1:00pm and 2:00pm respectively. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report at this time. 
Recreation -   Kelley Caldwell requested that Council’s appoint Richard Kanuck to fill the vacancy created by C D Whitlow’s resignation. She further stated that Roland Staton is leaving and we need to advertise for two committee members; one being inside and one outside the corporate limits. Councilman Lindblade moved to replace the vacancy with Richard Kanuck and for the Recreation Committee to advertise for the two open vacancies, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Kelley also added that Gary Carter will be doing the Hoot-N-Nanny this year; Marty will put the slide in the park soon; the tennis court is pending at this time.
Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers stated that the CAMA Land Use Plan policy will support the River Access. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add at this time.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add at this time.  
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add at this time. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add at this time. 

Fleet Maintenance – Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add at this time. 
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. Council also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for doing a good job. Mayor Garner asked at the next meeting, on October 2nd, that we present Lori Willis with a letter of recognition for a ‘good job’ done on National Night Out.  Mayor Garner also said that on September 9th, at 10 am there will be a dedication of the Flag pole at Cedar Grove Cemetery which was donated by the Woodmen of the World (WOW) and installed by the Public Works Department.  
Mayor Garner asked if there was further business. There being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Pro Tem Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:45 pm, seconded by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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