TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

April 1st, 2008
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Town Attorney, Nelson W. Taylor, III. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was one change; Councilman Lindblade asked that agenda item 5a be added to change the Council meeting from Tuesday, May 6th, to Wednesday, May 7th due to the election day being on the 6th. Councilman Heath made the motion to adopt the agenda as amended, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of March 4th, March 7th, and March 20th, 2008. There were no corrections. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.   No one responded. 
Mayor Garner read a Proclamation announcing Municipal Clerk’s Week. He asked Council to approve the Proclamation designating May 4-10, 2008 as Municipal Clerk’s Week. Councilman Lindblade made the motion, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey explained to Council that budget amendments are required to be done when revenue has been received and not budgeted for. He recommended that the following budget amendments be approved as presented: 

Add $13,575 to General Fund Miscellaneous Revenue to account for a refund from Hunt-Comm for $8,575 and a sale of modems for $5,000.
Add $13,575 to General Fund Expenditures Authorized, Police.  This will allow the Police to use these funds for capital equipment needs. 

Add $24,897 to the Water and Sewer enterprise fund Revenues Anticipated - Water, Water Service Charges. 

Add $24,897 to the Water and Sewer enterprise fund Expenditures Authorized, Interest on Bonds.  This will provide the necessary amount to cover the additional debt from the $1.7 million bond sale. 

Subtract $60,229 from the Fire/Rescue Fund Revenue, Ad Valorem Tax Fire District.  This reflects the amount approved by the County Board of Commissioners in June, 2007, a decrease from the amount requested and approved by the Fire Commission. 

Add $13,415 to the Fire/Rescue Fund Revenues, Grants.  These are funds that have been received, but were not budgeted. 

Add $20,000 to the Fire/Rescue Fund Revenues, Ambulance Transport Fees. This reflects a more accurate estimate of what the actual revenue will be at year's end. 

Subtract $26,814 from the Fire/Rescue Fund Expenditures Authorized, Operations.  This will balance the effect of the three previous actions.  

Councilman Blunt moved to approve the budget amendments as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 

Mr. Casey informed Council that the next item is to accept the offer to purchase the Town's abandoned well site #2 property and advertise the offer under the "negotiated offer, advertisement and upset bid" process.  He stated that the purchase price offered is $55,000 based on a May, 2007 appraisal.  He recommended approval.  Councilman Blunt moved to accept the offer to purchase of the Town’s abandoned well site #2 property and allow the advertising of the offer under the "negotiated offer, advertisement and upset bid" process, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey recommended that Council accept the bid from McNaughton-McKay and Island Automation to install a Water Treatment Plant Control System upgrade.  He stated that the bid is $52,480 and these funds were budgeted this year.  He also said that he provided a copy of the RFP (request for proposal) and a note from Clay Dulaney explaining why he believes this is the best of the bids. Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked how the RFP was advertised and where were they located. Clay Dulaney stated that it was put into the local newspaper and announced at meetings he attended and the Company is located in New Bern.  Councilman Lindblade moved to accept the bid of $52,480 from McNaughton-McKay and Island Automation to install a Water Treatment Plant Control System upgrade, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month of March have been provided to them. He reminded Council that there was a budget meeting Thursday, April 3rd, at 4 pm. Also he reminded everyone about the 30th Anniversary for the Pig Cooking this weekend. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report. 
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.  Councilman Lindblade asked if the Town was in compliance with the playground equipment.  Mr. Casey stated that we are in compliance and that he would look into this just to be sure. 
Police Dept. – Pete Bocker and William Pollock had nothing to add to the report. Mayor Garner recognized Everett Clark who will be joining the Police Department.
Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  
Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch was not in attendance. Mr. Casey stated that if there were any questions about his report, he would answer them. 
Citizens Comments - There were none.
Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Mayor Garner informs everyone that it was Mr. Casey’s one year anniversary with the Town of Newport and we are very pleased to have him with us. Council thanked Mr. Casey for doing a great job. Mayor Garner also recognized his wife Mrs. Shelley. He stated that it had been a pleasant and a positive change for Newport. He congratulated the Town for selecting him. Mayor Pro Tem Davis stated that he had received complements on the landscaping on New Bern Street area and thanked those involved for making that happen. He also announced that Mayor Garner and his wife Jane will be having their 53rd wedding anniversary on the 24th of April.  Councilman Lindblade stated that next month he will bring a proposal to the Council to help address this drug issue and increasing the community awareness, etc.  
Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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