TOWN OF NEWPORT

Special Council Meeting

August 19th, 2008

Council Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey. Absent: Councilman Eric Lindblade

Planning Board Present:  Chairman John Davis, Vice Chairman Bob Benedict, and Charles Hudson. 

Mayor Garner called the working session for the Town of Newport to order at 4:00 pm to further discuss three planned subdivisions. Mayor Garner stated that this working session had been duly advertised and properly posted. 

Mayor Garner then recognized Mr. Casey. Mr. Casey stated that the purpose of this meeting was for Council to continue discussion on the subdivisions. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to excuse Councilman Lindblade, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mayor Garner asked if there were any additional question other than the ones that the Manager has provided us with (attached).  Councilman Heath asked if we continue to add subdivisions, at what point will the town citizens be impacted.  Mr. Casey said there is a 5% growth with those three subdivisions which is a normal increase. He said there is negligible cost increases for these three subdivisions. 

Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if a lot was vacant, does the town generate revenue. Tax Collector said yes, taxes are due per year either from builder or developer until the property has been sold to new owner.  

Councilman Heath asked if this was the appropriate time to install radio read meters. Clay Dulaney stated that he is against the radio read meters all together. He added that the meters are approximately $200 each.  Councilman Kanuck stated that when we went through the budget request, that was a requested item.  Mayor Garner stated that Morehead City and Emerald Isle are going in that direction.  Mr. Dulaney stated that when other cities and towns get them and they prove to be satisfactory, we would look into it.  Mr. Casey agreed.

Councilman Heath said there was a statement at the Planning Board meeting about the vehicles parking in the street and the answer was that it was a police matter.  He stated that this should be addressed before the subdivisions get started. Mr. Casey stated that the police have to enforce the ordinance on parking in the street and it should be addressed in the homeowners association. 

Curb and gutter was a concern and developer bonding is a Planning Board issue. 

After a worthwhile discussion, Councilman Heath stated that he was not comfortable voting on these subdivisions until the curb and gutter and bonding issues were resolved.   

Mayor Garner recognized Chairman Davis of the Planning Board.  Chairman Davis stated that this issue can be discussed and resolved at the Planning Board meeting on Monday. 
Councilman Heath stated that he would be out of town for the September 2nd, Town Council meeting. Councilman Kanuck moved to reschedule the September 2nd, Town Council meeting to September 9th, 2008 at 7:30 pm, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: motion carried with 3 ayes (Blunt, Kanuck, and Heath), 1 nay (Davis), and 1 absent.

Councilman Kanuck moved to schedule a public hearing on September 9th, at 7:45pm for the purpose of the Subdivision Regulation Ordinance changes, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: motion carried with 3 ayes (Blunt, Kanuck, and Heath), 1 nay (Davis), and 1 absent.

Mayor Garner said that being there is no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 5:13 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
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