TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

December 2nd, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman David Heath, Councilman Jan Garber, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor and Derek Taylor. Absent:  Councilman Richard Kanuck.
Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was no change. Mayor Pro Tem Davis made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of November 4th, and November 7th, 2008. There were no corrections.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to any constituents wishing to address the Council.  

Angela Clark gave an update on the Newport Christmas Parade to be held December 7th, 2008 at 3 pm. Reception for the elected officials and guests will be at the United Methodist Fellowship Hall immediately following the parade. She added that at this time there were 90 units and we are looking forward to a good event. Mayor Garner expressed his appreciation for Joyce Ferrell who had chaired the Parade for the past several years and was unable to serve this year.  He thanked Angela Clark for agreeing to chair the Parade Committee.
Police Chief, Jeff Clark invited Mayor Garner to join him in presenting to Ty Mann the Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate. Mayor Garner read the certificate and extended both congratulations and appreciation to Mr. Mann for this achievement. 
Mayor Garner recognized former Mayor, Gilbert Slaughter. Mr. Slaughter thanked everyone for a good job and extended wishes for a Merry Christmas. 

Mayor Garner then recognized Manager, Richard Casey for the remaining items on the agenda.

Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was the public hearing on the request of Boulia Enterprises for the rezoning of the property located at 3415 East Railroad Blvd from R-15 to R-10.  Pending the results of the public hearing, Council would be asked to approve the rezoning.  He stated that the Planning Board recommended approval.

Mayor Garner stated that the public hearing had been duly announced in the Carteret County News Times, posted on the bulletin board and he declared the public hearing “open”.  He requested anyone wishing to speak to raise their hand.  There was no response.  Mayor Garner asked if anyone had questions or comments. There being none, Councilman Garber moved to close the public hearing, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. Mayor Garner declared the public hearing “closed”.
Mayor Garner stated that the Manager’s recommendation was to vote on the rezoning request of the property located at 3415 East Railroad Blvd from R-15 to R-10. Councilman Garber moved to approve the request as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Discussion: Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if the letters went out to the adjacent property owners and have there been any responses to this rezoning request.  Mr. Chambers stated yes the letters were sent and there has been no response at all.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated the next item is for Council to approve the Fire Department Officers for 2009. The Fire Department held elections on Monday night and the results are as follows: Joey Mullins, Captain; Eric Slaughter, Captain; Hal Wallas, Lieutenant; Trey Boyd, Lieutenant; Pat Truby, Secretary; and Chuck Hudson, Chaplin. He recommended that Council approve the 2009 Fire Department Officers as presented. Councilman Blunt moved to approve the 2009 Fire Department Officers as presented, second by Councilman Garber. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 

Mr. Casey stated that Council will be asked at the January meeting to make an appointment to the Local Firefighters' Relief Fund Board.  The seat occupied by Mr. Manley Pollard will be vacated effective January 2009.  Council needs to determine how it wants to make that appointment.  He stated there were several methods of doing this: First, Council could vote on candidates nominated by members of Council. Second, Council could ask for a list of nominees from the Fire Department or Town Manager.  Third, the Town could advertise for volunteers in local newspapers.  There is no directed method of selection, so Council can decide how to proceed.  The relief fund is described in NC G.S. Article 84. Mayor Pro Tem Davis asked if Mr. Manley Pollard was informed about being removed.  Chief Holt stated that Mr. Pollard has made it known that he did not want to continue. Councilman Heath asked what this relief fund does. Chief Holt explained that this board of the relief fund meets and helps those firemen in need with these funds. Councilman Garber moved to recommend the three uses above would be very helpful in filling this vacancy, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Mr. Casey said the next item on the agenda is that Council will be asked to approve two personnel policy changes. 


First, Vacation Leave Maximum Accumulation.  He stated that our current policy allows for accumulation up to 15 days.  At the end of the calendar year, all leave balances over 15 days are reduced to 15 days and carried over into the New Year.  The County and the Towns of Morehead City, Havelock, Pine Knoll Shores, Beaufort and Atlantic Beach allow for accumulation up to 30 days.  It was his recommendation that our employees should be allowed to accumulate 30 days like those of the other local governments. Councilman Garber moved to approve the accumulation for leave to be changed to up to 30 days, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Second, he stated that last year when Christmas fell on Tuesday, we took Monday and Tuesday off in accordance with our policy.  Every other town in Carteret County and the County staff took Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday off because their policies allow for three days off.  Our policy allows for Christmas Day and one other day, unless Christmas falls on a Wednesday.  Then we get Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. He recommended that we should allow three days off when Christmas falls on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday.  That's still not as liberal as some of the other local governments.  Our total number of vacation days would then be 12 per year in those years when Christmas falls on a Tuesday-Thursday.  That number matches the County, Beaufort, Emerald Isle and Morehead City.  The others have 11 total days per year.  He recommended approval of these changes.   There was discussion on the issue. Following discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved that the holiday discussion be tabled until the meeting in January 2009 because Councilman Kanuck was absent and wanted his input on this issue, second by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  
Mr. Casey said the next item on the agenda was that Council would be asked to approve a budget amendment.  We received $108,849 of grant funding for the purchase of the mobile fire training trailer.  Therefore, these funds need to be added to the Fire/Rescue Fund revenue line item for Grants.  To maintain a balanced budget, the same amount will be added to “Fire/Rescue Fund Expenditures Authorized, Operations”.  He recommended approval of this budget amendment. Councilman Heath moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was that Council will be asked to approve an ordinance levying a tax on gross receipts derived from retail short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment. This ordinance is necessary due to a recent Act passed by the NC General Assembly that repealed the property tax on certain heavy equipment and authorized municipalities to replace the lost revenue through a tax on gross receipts derived from the rental of that heavy equipment.  The ordinance has been prepared by our attorney.  Mr. Casey recommended approval. Councilman Blunt stated that he did not understand what this was for. Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney explained this heavy equipment ordinance. After a worthwhile discussion, Councilman Garber moved to approve the Ordinance levying a tax on gross receipts derived from retail short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: 3 ayes (Garber, Blunt, Heath), 1 nay (Davis) and 1 absent (Kanuck).

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that in an effort to save money, he has asked the department heads to look thoroughly at their budgets and try cutting it about 2%. He said that there was a report from the Finance Officer, Tim White that summarizes our year-to-date revenues and expenditures by fund.  He's not quite ready to give you a departmental or line item breakout of the details, but should be able to do that by the end of December.

He stated that yard debris will be picked up the first and third Wednesday of each month and asked Mark Hibbs to print that in the newspaper. Councilman Heath asked why has the debris pickup moved to the first and third Wednesday and not every week.  Mr. Casey replied to cut expenses and save money. 
He added that he will be meeting with the “Safe Routes to School Committee” on Wednesday, December 4th, to discuss a grant with which to fund a project to put a sidewalk along East Chatham Street towards the Newport Middle School in order to get people off that area of dangerous road.  
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.  
Recreation – Kelley Caldwell was not in attendance. 
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that the report in their books was incomplete.    
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle was not in attendance.  

Citizens Comments

There were none. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Council thanked all the volunteers for helping with the parade. Councilman Garber asked about the status of the emergency vehicle. Nelson Taylor replied that the information has been sent to the Ford Motor Company and we are waiting to hear from them. Councilman Garber also asked about the complaint that was lodged about the Pitt Bull dog that was along the ditch line at last month’s meeting. Marty Mensch said that the dog was relocated and they were able to get to the ditch. 
Mayor Garner said at this time we need a motion to go into close session. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to go into close session to discuss personnel, N.C. G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6): to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against a public officer or employee, seconded by Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
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