TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

January 8th, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Town Attorney, Nelson Taylor, III. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none. Councilman Lindblade made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on December 4th, 2007. There was one change, line 28, delete “that being built on” and add after the words square feet of “land that can be built upon.” Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes as corrected, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner also asked for disposition of the minutes of the meeting on December 17th, 2007. There were no changes.  Councilman Blunt moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council. There was no one. 

Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey informed Council that Landin Holland was present tonight to discuss the proposed resolution that the Town needs to adopt in order to apply for a Stormwater Management Planning Grant from the NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund.  The grant amount is $65,000 and would require a maximum Town match of 20%, some of which might be in kind.  The grant requires the Town to have in place an ordinance establishing a Stormwater Utility Fee.  Mr. Holland stated that if the Council was not ready to commit to this at this time, they can apply for the grant next year.  He asked David Heath if he wished to comment on this issue since the Planning Board has been actively involved to this point.  

Mr. Holland informed Council that he met with them a few months ago and had returned to provide an update of where the Town was in regards to the project regarding the Stormwater Management. He stated that at this point in time “we are working with the Planning Board to review the draft Stormwater Ordinance and the proposed Utility Ordinance Fee Structure that would establish revenue to be used for water improvement.” He stated that Nelson Taylor, Town Attorney has reviewed the Utility Ordinance and has provided his concerns regarding that document and will meet with him and the Planning Board in January.  He reminded the Council that when we last met, we talked about submitting an application to the Clean Water Management Trust Fund for a Planning Grant; what these monies would enable the Town to do is enter into an agreement with an engineering firm to basically do data collections on the Town’s existing system and identify the troubled areas where storm drains are poor or where there is substantial pooling. He stated that he had spoken with the Regional Representative with Clean Water Management and informed Council that the applications due date is February 1st, and that everything the Town is required to do was to be in place by October 2008 and the Ordinance with Utility Fee or some other form of mechanism must be in place before this funding would be released to the Town. He said that if the Town of Newport is ready to go forward with this, the Council would be asked to adopt a Resolution Authorizing the Town of Newport to Submit a Stormwater Management Planning Grant Application to the North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund.  Mayor Garner asked Landin that if the Town opts not to go forward with this now, would we be able to do it next year. Landin, replied, “No.”  He stated that tonight the Council must make a decision to prepare the application and get it submitted. Councilman Kanuck objected to adding any additional fees or taxes to our citizens.  After some discussion Councilman Heath moved to adopt the Resolution Number R2008-02, Authorizing the Town of Newport to Submit a Stormwater Management Planning Grant Application to the North Carolina Clean Water Management Trust Fund as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: motion carried; 4 ayes and 1 nay (Councilman Kanuck). 
Mr. Casey stated that the next item on the agenda was for Council to approve a proposed contract with the law firm of Taylor and Taylor, P. A. to act as Town Attorney.  While the firm has been serving as Town Attorney for many years, we can't find any documentation clearly defining the relationship.  In light of a recent Internal Revenue Service ruling, it's especially important that we clearly show that the firm is an independent contractor and that the Town is a client of the firm.  The contract should reflect the terms of our current agreement with the firm.  He recommended approval of this contract.  Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the contract with Taylor and Taylor, P.A. as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner gave the "State of the Town Address" as we start the New Year 2008.  Attached is a copy for the minute book. 

Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey read a letter of appreciation to the Newport Public Works Department and Mayor Garner. He informed Council that the financial reports for the month of December were included in their agenda packets. He stated that we are six months into the fiscal year and the department heads are doing very well on their departments. He also reminded Council of the Special Meeting Friday, January 11th, at 4 pm.  Mayor Garner also recognized Lori Willis the SRO at the Newport Middle School for a great job with the young adults and she represents the Town in a very fine way.

Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers had nothing to add to his report.  

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report. 

Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – no one attended. 

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney had nothing to add to his report. 

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report.  

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the employees for being present at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council thanked Mr. Taylor’s firm for a good job of representing the Town of Newport. Mayor Garner recognized Mr. Nelson Taylor.  Mr. Taylor stated that he enjoys the Town of Newport and the Council has always had the town at heart. Mayor Garner also asked everyone to keep Reverend Susan Lindblade in their prayers because she is undergoing knee surgery on Thursday.

Mayor Garner asked if there was further business, there being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 9:15 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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