TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

July 1st, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, and Town Attorney, Derek Taylor. Absent: Councilman Franklin Blunt. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Eric Lindblade gave the invocation. 

Mayor Garner informed Council that Councilman Blunt’s in New York on vacation and wished to be excused from this meeting. Councilman Kanuck moved to excuse Councilman Blunt from the meeting, seconded by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There was no change. Councilman Heath made the motion to adopt the agenda as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings of June 3rd, 2008. There were no corrections. Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.  

Patience Morris stated that she had concerns regarding the soccer field at the Smith Park. She said she met with the Seashore Soccer League, Kelley Caldwell and the Town Manager, Mr. Casey to try to resolve some issues that parents were having reference the safety of the children and the equipment. She said that during that meeting the Seashore Soccer League agreed to replace the nets and goals. She also said she wanted to still try to become a 501(c) (3) organization which will allow Newport to have our own Soccer Association hopefully by the next season. Meanwhile, Mrs. Morris’s group will be signing up with the Havelock Soccer Association to work out practices and game schedules with them. Council’s main concern is the safety of the children and hopes these problems can soon be resolved.      

Kevin Morris and Kim Braswell stated that they were with Patience Morris and their questions and concerns were the same as hers. They thanked Council for allowing them speak.

Gary Roberson thanked Council for allowing him to speak on the RV Ordinance. He stated that he talked to Planning Board Chairman Davis about his concerns on this issue, which they will address, later at the Planning Board meeting in July.

Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey informed Council that this public hearing was continued from the June meeting on the RV Park ordinance. He stated that the Planning Board recommends approval; the Town Attorney has reviewed the ordinance, and pending the results of the public hearing that he also recommended the approval of this ordinance.  Councilman Lindblade moved to reconvene the recessed public hearing, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. Mayor Garner asked if anyone wished to speak. Gary Roberson stated that he talked to Chairman Davis about this RV Park Ordinance and Chairman Davis asked that this go back to the Planning Board in July.  Mr. Chambers stated that after the public hearing last month, the town Attorney with the assistance of the Manager went through the ordinance and changed its grammar only and took the final draft to the Planning Board members. He stated that if Town Council members that had attended the meeting have any corrections to call his office or the town Manager’s office prior to this meeting tonight.  Councilman Heath asked what recall would we have if this were recessed to the August meeting.  Mr. Chambers stated none.  Mr. Chambers stated that Councilman Blunt suggested that the draft copy be amended to read from Full Time Camping of 14 consecutive calendar days to 30 consecutive days, and he also suggested that the pole in each campsite be removed, (which some use this as a trash bag holder or flower holder) but was not strong in his suggestion. Chairman Heath moved to recess this public hearing until August meeting, second Councilman Lindblade.  Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. Derek Taylor informed the Council that the first vote will require a four/fifths vote, and if there were any changes on the ordinance from the Planning Board, this will have to be re-advertised. 

Mr. Casey stated that the second public hearing that was recessed was an ordinance that adds a new section to our zoning ordinance titled, "Full Time Camping in Recreational Vehicles in Mobile Home Parks."  The Planning Board recommends approval, the Town Attorney has reviewed the ordinance, and pending the results of the public hearing, he recommended approval of the ordinance. Mayor Garner asked if anyone wished to speak. Gary Roberson stated that if he understands this correctly, that by passing this ordinance, it would not allow RV’s in a mobile park. Mr. Chambers stated that the RV’s could park for 90 days in the Mobile Home Park, then leave for 30 days, and then return for 90 days by this ordinance. Mr. Roberson stated that he was looking into allowing RV’s in his mobile home parks. After more discussion, Mayor Garner asked if there were further comments or question.  There were none. 
Councilman Kanuck moved to close the public hearing, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the creating of a new section “11-14” in the Zoning Ordinance which deals with Full Time Camping in Recreation Vehicles and Campers in a (Mobile Home Park)” as presented, second Councilman Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Casey introduced Ms. Judy Hills from the Eastern Carolina Council who presented the results of the recently completed citizen survey. Ms. Hills used a slide presentation and passed out corresponding information to members of Council.   She stated that she had provided prior to the meeting a complete study that includes a survey summary, copy of the survey, a computer analysis, detailed report, and citizen’s comments/email addresses. Ms. Hills stated for the record that the Town Council has not read, received, or seen any of the actual survey and Council has no way of knowing who gave any comments. She went through the slides and after a very thorough explanation, thanked Council for allowing her to be at the meeting.  Mayor Garner thanked Ms. Hills for coming and giving a quality presentation. 

Mr. Casey stated that Council is asked to approve a budget amendment.  He said that the amendment is needed to account for unanticipated revenue in the fire and rescue district fund.  We have received $38,875 as the first installment of a grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency for the purchase of the mobile training trailer.  The remainder of the grant funding will be received when the trailer is completed and ready for delivery.  We have also received $33,413 in unanticipated federal funds through the Medicaid enhancement program. 

This is the first year we've received these funds, which are provided to reimburse local governments for EMS Medicaid service costs. He recommended approval of the budget amendment that adds the total of these two amounts, $72,288, to fire and rescue district fund revenues and the same amount to fire and rescue district fund expenditures authorized, operations in order to maintain a balanced fund. Councilman Lindblade moved to approve the budget amendment as presented for the Fire Department, second by Councilman Kanuck. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.

Mr. Casey stated the next agenda item is that Council will be asked to approve a resolution that establishes an ordinance that prohibits the use of tobacco products in Town buildings and vehicles.  This authority is given to local governments by the North Carolina General Assembly in House Bill 24, ratified on June 29, 2007.  He recommended approval of this resolution. Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt this ordinance that prohibits the use of tobacco products in town buildings and vehicles as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade. Discussion: Councilman Heath asked if this has been an issue for us.  Mr. Casey stated that he was concerned with the health of the town staff and we have had complaints from residents. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Mr. Casey said the next item is that Council will be asked to consider accepting a proposal from Municipal Engineering Services Company to complete a Watershed Management Plan.  This plan will produce a base map that will aid the Town in strategic planning for implementation of a Stormwater management program.  Whether or not the Town is awarded the grant funding applied for through the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, this Watershed Management Plan is a vital first step in solving our Stormwater problems.  This plan will answer the question, "Why do we have a Stormwater problem?"  The Clean Water Management Trust Fund grant will fund a plan to answer the question, "What should we do about it?"  The Planning Board recommends the completion of this plan.  He recommended the Council accept the proposal from Municipal Engineering Services Company as presented in the June 27, 2008 letter from Michelle Benton. Councilman Lindblade moved to accept the proposal from Municipal Engineering Services Company as presented in the June 27, 2008 letter from Michelle Benton attached, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent. 
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that he has not provided a financial report for this month because of the transfer to the new software and within the next 10 days hopefully we can provide financial reports to Council.

Mr. Casey said that he sent a memo to Council referencing the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act that requires him to inform Council of fund transfers between departments. He added that he made the following transfers to proper accounts for expenditures: 

Total of $3,600 from Sewer Operations (Group Insurance): $1,800 to Customer Service (Group Insurance) and $1,800 to Water Operations (Group Insurance).

$10,000 from Public Works (Insurance and Bonds) to Fleet Maintenance (Gas). 

$2,800 from Street Lights Utilities to Contract Solid Waste.  

Councilman Lindblade approved the transfers to the proper accounts for expenditures as presented, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.  

Mr. Casey said that any transfer between funds requires Council approval and in order to more accurately account for 401(k) contributions, he asked Council’s approval to transfer $1,200 from Water Operations (401k) to General Fund Admin (401k) and $1,000 from Sewer Operations (401k) to General Fund Fleet Maintenance (401k). He stated that these actions are required because we have not accurately deducted 401 (k) contributions from those employees whose salaries are spread among the three funds, which need adjusting.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to make the transfer between funds as presented, second Council Heath. Vote: unanimous, 4-0, 1 absent.
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers stated that he would give Council a verbal report on the demolishing of the homes that need looking into for safety reasons around town. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report.  
Police Dept. – Chief Clark had nothing to add to his report.  

Fire/Rescue – Chief Holt had nothing to add to his report.  

Water/Sewer – Clay Dulaney stated that he was planning soon to do the smoke testing and he will notify the Town Hall so when those that call, we can inform them.   

Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. 

Fleet Maintenance
 - Jimmy Bristle had nothing to add to his report. 

Citizens Comments


Curtis Williams thanked Council for helping clean up the Newport River and he also wanted to thank Ken Davis for informing him of the meeting tonight. He stated that he would also thank the town for looking closely on the Stormwater issues that are coming into effect. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the staff for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Mayor Garner complemented everyone that was making the attempt to conserve gas.  Councilman members wished everyone a Happy 4th, of July. Mayor Garner announced that Mr. and Mrs. Casey are proud grandparents.  

Mayor Garner said if there was no further business, he would ask for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 9:38 pm, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  

Penny Weiss, CMC, CTC




Derryl Garner

Certified Municipal Clerk




Mayor 
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