 TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 20th, 2008

Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey. Absent: Councilman Richard Kanuck
Mayor Garner called the special meeting for the Town of Newport to order for the purpose of a Budget Workshop session at 4:00 pm. The meeting had been duly announced and advertised in the Carteret County News editions.
Mayor Garner recognized the Manager, Richard Casey. Mr. Casey stated that the first item of business would be the discussion between Council and Ms. Judy of the Eastern Carolina Council, regarding the Citizen’s Survey. Next we will go through the Public Works/Powell Bill and Fleet Maintenance budgets by line item. He said that the Police Chief, Jeff Clark requested to show Council a video on selling and buying drugs here in Carteret County, and the danger with guns. After the presentation and the video, Mayor Garner thanked the Police Department for a fine job they were doing. 

Mr. Casey introduced Ms. Judy Hills of Eastern Carolina Council. Ms. Hills stated that she was glad to be here. She had sent Council a copy of the questions and asked if there were any questions. Council went through the questions very detailed on the Citizen’s Survey.  There were concerns from Council on the issue of the survey being for the corporate limits only and for the extraterritorial being involved and how this would be handled.  After a period of discussion, the first question that would be asked is “Are you inside the corporate limits. (circle one) yes or no.  Then Council asked what the time limit would be in getting the survey.  Ms. Judy Hills replied it will be two weeks and she would send you the survey with the changes she noted tonight.  Mayor Garner thanked Ms. Hills for being here and for helping the Town of Newport with this process. 

Mr. Casey informed Council that at this time we will go through budgets.  He stated that Council received at the beginning of the meeting budget work sheets on the status of the department line items plus a budget sheet which had the previous two years for comparison.  The purpose of this meeting he explained is for Council to provide guidance, discuss any priorities they have, ask questions of the Department Heads and Manager and request any further information or data that is needed as we go forward. Mr. Casey stated that at this time he wanted to turn the meeting back over to the Mayor and Council to discuss these priorities.     
Mr. Casey stated that at this time he wished to go through the Public Works Department budget by line item followed by the Fleet Maintenance Department Budget.  After going line item by line item, Marty Mensch, Public Works Supervisor and Jimmy Bristle, Fleet Maintenance answered any and all questions presented from the Council. Mayor Garner thanked Marty Mensch and Jimmy Bristle for a very explanatory budget. After discussion, Mayor Garner asked if Council had any questions at this time. There were none.

Mayor Garner reminded Council about the next budget meeting on April 3rd, 2008 at 4 pm.
Following a period of worthwhile discussion to the satisfaction of all present, the budget meeting was adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
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