TOWN OF NEWPORT

Council Meeting

March 4th, 2008
Present: Mayor Derryl Garner, Mayor Pro Tem Kenneth Davis, Councilman Franklin Blunt, Councilman Richard Kanuck, Councilman Eric Lindblade, Councilman David Heath, Town Manager Richard Casey, Town Attorneys, Nelson W. Taylor, III and Derek Taylor. 

Mayor Garner called the monthly meeting for the Town of Newport to order at 7:30 pm. He led the pledge of allegiance and gave the invocation. 

The Mayor asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were no changes. Councilman Blunt made the motion to adopt the agenda, second by Mayor Pro Tem Davis. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner asked for disposition of the minutes for the meetings on February 1st, February 5th, and February 15th, 2008. There were no corrections. Councilman Kanuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.

Mayor Garner extended the courtesy of the podium to anyone wishing to address the Council.   

Citizens Comments

Mayor Garner recognized Betty Pederson of 2205 Park Avenue who asked Council to consider changing the hours of the “Town’s Nuisance Ordinance” from 11:00 pm to an earlier hour. She stated that recently an outside party was held at a residence in close proximity to her home and the music was extremely loud throughout the afternoon and evening. She asked that Council please consider her request. 

Kenneth Pederson also of 2205 Park Avenue requested that a speed bump be placed in front his house. He complained that the cars that come from White Sands speed by his house and he would like for them to be slowed down.
Ron Brown of 403 Lenoir Street stated that he just wanted to add to Betty Pederson’s concern about the music being loud and obnoxious. He also asked Council to consider this request and expressed appreciation for any assistance the Council could provide to help with this issue. 
Mayor Garner stated that both he and Mayor Pro Tem Davis had been called and had visited the area and observed that the music was very loud; also he stated that a deputy sheriff had responded and asked them to turn the volume down. 

Mayor Garner then recognized the Manager, Mr. Casey for the remainder of the agenda items.  

Mr. Casey said that there is a public hearing at 7:45 pm on the proposed annexation of Mr. Paul Ehrler's property at 693 East Chatham Street.  He stated that pending the results of the public hearing, Council would be asked to approve the ordinance extending the corporate limits of the town. Mayor Garner declared the public hearing to be open and stated that the purpose of the hearing was to allow those who had questions or comments, to express themselves. Having received no comments he asked a second time and had no response. Councilman Lindblade motioned that the Public Hearing be closed, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  Councilman Lindblade moved to adopt the Ordinance Extending the Corporate Limits as presented, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.
Mr. Casey asked Council to approve the advertisement of tax liens on real property for the year 2007.  He added that there were approximately 70 properties included with a total of approximately $19,600 owed. Councilman Kanuck moved for the Tax Collector to advertise the 2007 tax liens in the March 7th, edition of the Carteret County News Times, second by Councilman Blunt.  Discussion:   Councilman Heath asked what the procedure to get to the advertising was. The Manager asked the Tax Collector, Penny Weiss to address that question. She stated that letters were sent out in January informing those in the arrears that their taxes where past due. Another letter was sent in February informing them that their taxes would be advertised in thirty days and the cost of the advertising would be born by the taxpayer.  This is being in accordance with the NC General Statute 105-369 (b1), (c).  Councilman Blunt asked if the delinquent list could be posted in the town hall. The Tax Collector replied yes, once Council allows her to advertise.  The motion was approved unanimously, 5-0.
Next on the agenda, Council was asked to approve a Proclamation naming the week of April 28-May 2 as "Broad Street Clinic Week."  Councilman Kanuck moved to adopt the Proclamation naming the week of April 28th through May 2nd as "Broad Street Clinic Week”, second Councilman Lindblade.  Vote: unanimous, 5-0. 
Mr. Casey stated that Council would be asked to amend the Town’s water and sewer ordinance to provide for an increase in water and sewer rates for next fiscal year.  He recommended an inflation adjustment of 3.0% to all rates except the two lowest rate categories of 1000 gallons and 2000 gallons per month.  Those two should remain unchanged.  He stated that our water and sewer enterprise fund is doing well this year due to the increased revenue generated by the recent rate increase. However, he stressed that we need to continually adjust rates to account for inflation and increased costs of maintaining our infrastructure, as well as providing funding for future capital improvements.  He reminded Council that it's important to note that our debt service for next fiscal year in the water and sewer enterprise fund will be over $303,000, and our operating expenses next year will probably be over $1,300,000.  He stated that the projecting of our revenue this year from water and sewer service charges should be about $1,265,000.  Due to the slowdown in construction, our impact fee revenues are very low. There was some discussion.  Mayor Pro Tem Davis moved to approve the increase of 3% to all rates except the two lowest rate categories of 1000 gallons and 2000 gallons per month as presented, second by Councilman Lindblade. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
Department Head Reports: (Copies included with agenda package) 

Town Manager – Mr. Casey informed Council that the financial reports for the month of February were included in their agenda packets. He recognized Mr. Bob Benedict for a great job on the addition to the large pavilion in the park; he also stated that the project on the diseased trees in the park has been completed and the trees were removed safely. 

He informed Council that Clay Dulaney, the Mayor and he would be meeting with the people from the Department of Water Quality at our wastewater plant on March 11th. Hopefully this will help them to understand out present position.  He concluded by reminding everyone of the budget meeting on the 7th, at 4:00 pm and wished everyone a Happy Easter. 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector – Ms. Weiss had nothing to add to her report. 

Building Inspector. – Mr. Chambers stated that he helped at the Civic Center with the Home Show and the booth featured flooding and insurance. He informed Council that there was a Board of Adjustment meeting reference to a curb cut on Highway 70 between the Gramercy Church and United Pentecostal Church. 

Recreation – Kelley Caldwell had nothing to add to her report. 

Police Dept. – No one in attendance.  

Fire/Rescue – No one in attendance. 

Water/Sewer – No one in attendance. 
Buildings & Grounds – Marty Mensch had nothing to add to his report. Mayor Garner stated that he had observed the new piece of ditching equipment being used on West Railroad Blvd, and that Jamie Boyd was doing a good job operating it.   

Citizens Comments

No one responded. 

Council Remarks: 

All Councilmembers expressed appreciation to the constituents for being present. They also thanked the employees for being at the meeting and for continuing to do a good job. Council wished everyone a Happy Easter. Council thanked Marty Mensch and the Public Works Department for a fine job on the ditch on New Bern Street; it looks very good. Mayor Pro Tem Davis read a letter from a Citizen thanking the Public Works Department for being very professional and also doing an excellent job.  He also thanked the Manager and the Council for a good job on the water/sewer rates issue; the added a lot of work went into this. 
Mayor Garner asked if there was further business, there being none, he asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kanuck moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm, second by Councilman Blunt. Vote: unanimous, 5-0.  
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